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INTRODUCTION OF A HOUSE RESO-

LUTION EXPRESSING SUPPORT 
FOR A NATIONAL REFLEX SYM-
PATHETIC DYSTROPHY (RSD) 
MONTH 

HON. THOMAS M. BARRETT 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, February 9, 2000

Mr. BARRETT of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise in recognition of and support for people 
like Betsy Herman who suffer from an excruci-
atingly painful disease called Reflex Sympa-
thetic Dystrophy (RSD). RSD is a post-trau-
matic condition triggered by an injury, surgery, 
or infection. In simple terms, it is a malfunction 
of the nervous system in the body’s attempt to 
heal. It may strike at any time, resulting in in-
tense inflammation, swelling, stiffness and/or 
discoloration of the nerves, muscles, bones, 
skin and circulatory system. 

Because RSD is a complex and little-known 
disease, Betsy, like scores of RSD sufferers, 
went for years without being diagnosed with 
this debilitating disorder. Instead of receiving 
prompt treatment for RSD after a sprained 
ankle and pulled muscle when she was 12 
(which could have led to full recovery), Betsy 
was accused of faking and exaggerating her 
condition and was sent for psychological coun-
seling. 

Unfortunately, five years and six surgeries 
later, Betsy now walks with the help of an im-
planted device and must drive over 100 miles 
once a week for treatment. While other teen-
agers play sports and attend proms, Betsy 
must wait until classes are in session until she 
walks the halls of her high school to assure 
that she isn’t bumped, since even the slightest 
touch can sometimes cause severe pain. 

Despite the tremendous physical agony and 
emotional pain Betsy has suffered at the 
hands of RSD, she has worked diligently to 
educate the public about the condition. She 
recognizes that public education will help lead 
to correct diagnoses and increased invest-
ments in research and treatment for RSD. She 
also created an on-line support group for 
teens with RSD, providing a crucial lifeline to 
other young people afflicted with this incurable 
disease. In recognition of her efforts, the RSD 
Hope Group presented Betsy with their Hu-
manitarian of the Year Award last fall. 

It is for Betsy Herman and other RSD suf-
ferers that I introduce this Resolution today 
expressing the sense of the House of Rep-
resentatives that October should be named 
‘‘National Reflexive Dystrophy Awareness 
Month.’’ I urge my colleagues to join me in 
supporting this effort to increase awareness, 
augment funding, and better diagnose and 
treat this horrible disease.
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IN RECOGNITION OF THE ST. 
LOUIS RAMS 

HON. RICHARD A. GEPHARDT 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, February 9, 2000

Mr. GEPHARDT. Mr. Speaker, I rise to sa-
lute the 2000 Super Bowl Champions, the St. 
Louis Rams, and their remarkable season. 

The St. Louis Rams display of heart, cour-
age, and determination made Super Bowl 
XXXIV a timeless memory for millions of 
Americans. 

Five seasons ago, the Rams organization 
brought football back to the people of St. 
Louis, who in turn have proven themselves to 
be faithful and high-spirited fans. In that time, 
the Rams have become an integral part of our 
community, our neighborhoods, and our 
schools by giving their time to various char-
ities, public events, and most importantly, the 
people of St. Louis, They have brought enthu-
siasm and dedication to St. Louis, and they 
have done it with class and dignity. 

Kurt Warner is this year’s Super Bowl MVP 
and a St. Louis Rams quarterback hero. He 
epitomizes what is good about athletes and 
serves as an excellent role model for people 
of all ages. Kurt’s commitment to his family, 
his faith, and his team should serve as a les-
son to us all. 

I would also like to congratulate Georgia 
Frontiere, owner of the St. Louis Rams, and 
John Shaw, President of the St. Louis Rams. 
Their devotion to the team and their love of St. 
Louis was crucial to our Super Bowl victory. 
Their love of the Rams is only paralleled by 
their love of St. Louis, as demonstrated by 
their efforts through the Rams Foundation. 
They have made hundreds of donations to 
schools and charitable organizations through-
out the St. Louis area. Under their leadership, 
the Rams will continue to be a winning team 
for many seasons to come. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to say I am from 
St. Louis, and I am just as proud to say I am 
a Rams fan. Thank you and congratulations to 
the St. Louis Rams.
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RECIPIENTS OF THE FRANKLIN A. 
POLK PUBLIC SERVICE MERIT 
AWARD 

HON. STEPHANIE TUBBS JONES 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 9, 2000

Mrs. JONES of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I would 
like to commend your attention to a wonderful 
honor. The Cuyahoga County Bar Foundation 
and Cuyahoga County Bar Association recog-
nizes very prominent public servants. Each 
public servant receives the distinguished 
Franklin A. Polk Public Servants Merit Award. 
The honorees are as follows:

IRENE BOHUSLAWSKY—PARMA MUNICIPAL 
COURT 

Nominated by the Presiding/Administra-
tive Parma Municipal Court Judge Kenneth 
Spanagel, Irene Bohuslawsky has, since 1974, 
been employed in the Law Department of the 
City of Parma, where she currently is the 
Administrative Assistant in the Prosecutor’s 
Office. A graduate of Lourdes Academy, 
Irene attended classes at Cuyahoga Commu-
nity College. Irene began her service with 
Parma as a part-time legal secretary one 
month after the birth of her fourth son. She 
spent time with both the Prosecutor’s Office 
and the Law Department prior to being 
named to her present position in 1995. In this 
position she is the office’s ‘‘traffic cop,’’ in-
suring that communication flows among the 

prosecutors, defense lawyers, any defendants 
without counsel, citizens, victims, complain-
ants, the Court’s judges and magistrate. 
Irene says that raising her four sons is her 
outstanding accomplishment, and, in her 
spare time, she enjoys her own garden and 
those of her children. She also spends time 
sewing, embroidering, designing floral ar-
rangements and refinishing old furniture. 
She is noted for her patience, courtesy and 
ability to deal with the public, and she han-
dles all these varied duties with a smile and 
with a disposition that, in Judge Spanagel’s 
words, ‘‘anyone would be hard-pressed to 
maintain.’’ That must be true, since, in her 
years of service, she has encountered such 
varied responses as the surprise of the man 
who had crashed his car into his former 
girlfriend’s front steps and who was arrested 
after the police found his front license plate, 
to the loving couple whose marriage cere-
mony before one of the judges was followed, 
almost immediately, by the bride’s filing a 
charge of domestic violence against her new 
groom. 

JOSEPH BOOKER—CUYAHOGA COUNTY COURT OF 
COMMON PLEAS 

As Chief Jury Bailiff for the Cuyahoga 
County Common Pleas Court, Joseph Book-
er, nominated by Presiding/Administrative 
Judge Richard J. McMonagle, supervises the 
Jury Room and insures that prospective jury 
panels are prepared for their service in 
criminal and civil trials. After employment 
in the private sector in marketing positions, 
Mr. Booker became a court employee in 1975. 
Married to Carolyn since 1961 and the father 
of three, Joseph, an Alabama native, raised 
in Youngstown, credits his father, a steel-
worker and minister, and his mother, a 
homemaker, with instilling in him and his 
brothers strong spiritual values, which he 
tries to impart to others. An army veteran, 
Mr. Booker enjoys photography, wood-
working, travel and golf and has been active 
in church activities, including serving as a 
Boy Scout troop master. Mr. Booker has 
heard every reason, and then some, advanced 
by citizens trying to avoid serving as jurors. 
His most vivid recollection, though, is the 
call he received on a Friday from a wife 
whose husband was on a jury which had been 
sequestered. The wife was calling to find out 
how her husband was doing during the se-
questration. There was one problem: the jury 
had been discharged the prior Tuesday. Jo-
seph regrets, perhaps only slightly, that he 
did not find out how the couple resolved the 
problem. 

JUDY COURTEMANCHE—EIGHTH DISTRICT COURT 
OF APPEALS 

Judy A. Courtemanche, Judicial Secretary 
at the Ohio Court of Appeals, Eighth Appel-
late District, has been nominated by her 
boss, Administrative Judge James Porter, in 
recognition of her combined 21 years’ service 
at the Court of Appeals and the office of the 
Cuyahoga County Clerk of Court. Particu-
larly, her service in circulating and releasing 
the Judge’s opinions, keeping his docket, and 
working with him in all court-related mat-
ters. A resident of the Cleveland area since 
her birth, Ms. Courtemanche has been mar-
ried for 15 years to her husband, Bob. She 
views her marriage to Bob as her biggest ac-
complishment and also values her close rela-
tionship with her sister and her three broth-
ers. Judy has been honored by the Plain 
Dealer as an outstanding former carrier and 
also has served in the old Cleveland Munic-
ipal Stadium, Jacobs’ Field and the new 
Cleveland Browns Stadium as a ticket taker 
and usher. An avid reader and gardener, Judy 
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