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Turner was a gentle man, a true and honest
American, a devoted husband and loving fa-
ther. All who knew him were touched by his
humility, strength of character and faith in
God. He was well respected on Capitol Hill,
and his friends spanned the spectrum from the
Congresspersons he served to the Pages he
supervised.

Born in Macon, North Carolina, on April 22,
1909, his early life involved great personal
sacrifice. Yet, he was guided by faith. He is
survived by his wife of 60 years, Ernestine, his
daughter Barbara, his brother Bernard and sis-
ter Mrytice. His earthly family incluced many
relatives, friends and church families in Wash-
ington, DC, Virginia, North Carolina and Flor-
ida. Turner N. Robertson was an ordinary man
who was special and a special man who was
ordinary.

God’s finger has gently touched him and he
now sleeps. | am confident that he has left a
lastng impression on those who came to know
him, and the principles that guided him will
now serve as guideposts for those he leaves
behind. He shall surely be missed. | feel cer-
tain, however, that he would want all of us to
rejoice in his life and the time he spent on this
earth.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. JOHN LINDER

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 10, 2000

Mr. LINDER. Mr. Speaker, | would like it to
be noted in the RECORD that on June 23,
2000, | intended to vote nay on Roll Call No.
372, final passage of H.R. 1304, the Quality
Health Care Coalition Act.

———

IN HONOR OF THE LATE BENNIE
HOLMES, JR.

HON. NANCY PELOSI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 10, 2000

Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
respect and sadness that | honor the life of
Bennie Holmes Jr., who passed away recently
at too young an age. Mr. Holmes’ leadership
in the civil rights movement and as an anti-
poverty activist earned him the respect of our
entire San Francisco community; his caring
heart and kind ways earned him our affection.
Bennie’s presence in the community can
never be replaced, but the work of his life will
live on after him.

Bennie was born and reared in McComb,
Mississippi, and it was there that he learned
the values of hard work, community, and his
deeply rooted sense of justice. In the late
1950’s, he moved to California, and in 1961
he graduated from Monrovia High School in
Los Angeles County. He later moved to San
Francisco and continued his education at San
Francisco State University, where he earned a
degree in Political Science.

Mr. Holmes worked much of his life for ra-
cial equality. He helped to found the
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N.A.A.C.P. Junior Chapter at Pasadena Col-
lege in 1961. In 1964 he organized a group
from San Francisco which joined the 1964
march for civil rights that went from Selma to
Montgomery, Alabama. He fought continually
for the cause of civil rights with the Congress
On Racial Equality, the Student Nonviolent
Coordinating Committee, and the National As-
sociation for the Advancement of Colored
People and with such individuals as Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr. and James Farmer.

Dedicated to fighting poverty and improving
the lives of low-income residents, Bennie
worked most of his professional life with the
Economic Opportunity Council of San Fran-
cisco. For the past thirty-three years, Bennie
was employed by this nonprofit group in sev-
eral different capacities. He organized and
raised money for numerous anti-poverty pro-
grams in San Francisco and worked to clothe,
feed, and find employment for the neediest
among us. Known and trusted by everyone,
Bennie was regarded as the “eyes and ears”
of the community because he was always
looking out for those in need.

Mr. Holmes also organized workshops at
which tenants learned their rights when deal-
ing with landlords, worked with youth groups,
and traveled extensively in Africa, Europe, and
the United States.

Well-regarded for his tireless community
service, Bennie was also admired for his deli-
cious barbecue ribs. At social and political
events, he could always be found behind the
grill, serving the community in yet another
way.

Bennie Holmes left us much too soon. He
worked his entire life for civil rights, equal op-
portunity, and economic and social justice. He
treated everyone with respect, and he was re-
spected for doing so. His passing is a loss to
all of our San Francisco community.

My thoughts and prayers are with his moth-
er, Leola Wells Holmes, his children, and his
entire family.

—

HONORING STEVEN R. MAVIGLIO
FOR HIS DEDICATED SERVICE TO
THE U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENT-
ATIVES

HON. RUSH D. HOLT

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 10, 2000

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, | rise tonight to ex-
press my appreciation to, and tremendous re-
spect for, a dedicated public servant that is
leaving my staff today, my administrative as-
sistant, Steven R. Maviglio. Steve is leaving
Capitol Hill after many years of dedicated
service to the U.S. House of Representatives
and to the nation.

Steve has been a key policy, political and
management advisor to me since my election
to Congress nearly two years ago. More than
that, he has been a trusted friend. Prior to
heading up my office, Steve served as a top
aide to California Representative Vic Fazio, as
Director of the House Democratic Caucus, and
in high-level positions in the Department of
Justice and the Office of the U.S. Trade Rep-
resentative. Having been an elected official
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himself, Steve’s guidance and counsel have
been of tremendous value to me, as a new
representative. When it comes to politics,
Steve is a seasoned pro, and this institution
will miss him. Anyone who has worked with
Steve knows that his experience, his passion,
and his humor are assets that will be sorely
missed.

As my colleagues know, serving in the
House of Representatives is a great honor
and an even greater responsibility. Among the
real benefits of being here is having the op-
portunity to work with some of the finest and
most decent men and women anywhere in our
nation. Steve is one of those talented people
who have made my time here memorable and
successful.

When the public looks at Congress, it is
often easy to miss the dedicated staff that
work here, helping Member’s to do the peo-
ple’s business. Congressional staffers like
Steve are the members of the congressional
family who rarely get the attention they de-
serve. They share our hopes, our dreams, our
commitment, our purpose, and our idealism.
They are the ones who are in the office when
we arrive in the morning and are still there
when we leave at night. For my entire first
term, Steve’s commitment and hard work
helped set me on the right course. He helped
to oversee and implement all of the pieces
that make up a successful Representative’s
office.

Being the top aide to a Member of Con-
gress isn’t an easy job. It's a position that is
made up of many roles. Steve has been my
adviser, gatekeeper, eyes, ears, and voice.
Top aides like Steve act as all of these things
and more. They are diplomats and nego-
tiators, fighters and sometimes even scape-
goats. When Members look good it is often
because of the hard work of people like Steve.
When something goes wrong they often shoul-
der the blame. While staffers are often over-
looked, overworked, and under appreciated, |
wanted to take this time to let Steve know that
he is not. | am grateful for all that he has done
for me, for the people of New Jersey and for
this great institution.

The Democratic Members of this body and
the people of central New Jersey have gained
much from Steve Maviglio’s years of hard
work, his dedication, his friendship and his
wise and reasoned counsel. Steve leaves my
office today to begin work as the Press Sec-
retary for Gov. Gray Davis of California; he will
be missed here by me and his many friends.

| hope all of my colleagues will join me in
extending to Steve our appreciation for a job
well done and our best wishes for the chal-
lenges that lie ahead.

———
COMMENDING THE INTER-
NATIONAL FINANCE DEPART-

MENT LEGAL DEPARTMENT

HON. TONY P. HALL

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Monday, July 10, 2000

Mr. HALL of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to bring to your attention the commendable
actions of the International Finance Corpora-
tion (IFC) Legal Department, the private sector
arm of the World Bank.
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