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So (two-thirds having voted in favor
thereof) the rules were suspended and
the bill was passed.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. OWENS. Mr. Speaker, earlier today, |
was unavoidably absent on a matter of critical
importance and missed the following votes:

On approval of the journal, | would have
voted “yea.”
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On H.Res. 545, providing for consideration
of H.R. 4810, the Marriage Penalty Reconcili-
ation Act, introduced by the gentlelady from
Ohio, Ms. PRYCE, | would have voted “yea.”

On the bill, S. 1892, the Federal Land
Transaction Facilitation Act, introduced by the
gentleman from the other body from New
Mexico, Mr. DOMENICI, | would have voted
“yea.”

On the bill, H.R. 4169, Naming the U.S.
Post Office in Reno, Nevada as the Barbara
F. Vucanovich Post Office, introduced by the
gentleman from Nevada, Mr. GIBBONS, | would
have voted “yea.”

———

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, | was un-
able to be present for rollcall votes 386, 387,
388, and 389. Had | been present, | would
have voted “yea” on rollcall votes 386, 387,
388, and 389.

————

MARRIAGE TAX PENALTY RELIEF
RECONCILIATION ACT OF 2000

Mr. ARCHER. Mr. Speaker, pursuant
to House Resolution 545, I call up the
bill (H.R. 4810) to provide for reconcili-
ation pursuant to section 103(a)(1) of
the concurrent resolution on the budg-
et for fiscal year 2001, and ask for its
immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 545, the bill is
considered read for amendment.

The text of H.R. 4810 is as follows:

H.R. 4810

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE, ETC.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as
the ‘“Marriage Tax Penalty Relief Reconcili-
ation Act of 2000".

(b) SECTION 15 NoT To APPLY.—No amend-
ment made by this Act shall be treated as a
change in a rate of tax for purposes of sec-
tion 15 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986.
SEC. 2. ELIMINATION OF MARRIAGE PENALTY IN

STANDARD DEDUCTION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Paragraph (2) of section
63(c) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 (re-
lating to standard deduction) is amended—

(1) by striking ‘‘$5,000”’ in subparagraph (A)
and inserting ‘200 percent of the dollar
amount in effect under subparagraph (C) for
the taxable year’’,

(2) by adding ‘“‘or” at the end of subpara-
graph (B),

(3) by striking ‘“‘in the case of’’ and all that
follows in subparagraph (C) and inserting ‘“‘in
any other case.”, and

(4) by striking subparagraph (D).

(b) TECHNICAL AMENDMENTS.—

(1) Subparagraph (B) of section 1(f)(6) of
such Code is amended by striking ‘‘(other
than with” and all that follows through
‘‘shall be applied” and inserting ‘‘(other than
with respect to sections 63(c)(4) and
1561(d)(4)(A)) shall be applied”.

(2) Paragraph (4) of section 63(c) of such
Code is amended by adding at the end the
following flush sentence:

“The preceding sentence shall not apply to
the amount referred to in paragraph (2)(A).”.

(¢c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by this section shall apply to taxable
years beginning after December 31, 2000.
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SEC. 3. PHASEOUT OF MARRIAGE PENALTY IN 15-
PERCENT BRACKET; REPEAL OF RE-
DUCTION OF REFUNDABLE TAX
CREDITS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subsection (f) of section
1 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 (relat-
ing to adjustments in tax tables so that in-
flation will not result in tax increases) is
amended by adding at the end the following
new paragraph:

‘‘(8) PHASEOUT OF MARRIAGE PENALTY IN 15-
PERCENT BRACKET.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—With respect to taxable
years beginning after December 31, 2002, in
prescribing the tables under paragraph (1)—

‘(i) the maximum taxable income in the
lowest rate bracket in the table contained in
subsection (a) (and the minimum taxable in-
come in the next higher taxable income
bracket in such table) shall be the applicable
percentage of the maximum taxable income
in the lowest rate bracket in the table con-
tained in subsection (c¢) (after any other ad-
justment under this subsection), and

‘“(ii) the comparable taxable income
amounts in the table contained in subsection
(d) shall be %2 of the amounts determined
under clause (1).

‘“(B) APPLICABLE PERCENTAGE.—For pur-
poses of subparagraph (A), the applicable
percentage shall be determined in accord-
ance with the following table:

“For taxable years
beginning in
calendar year—

The applicable
percentage is—

170.3
173.8
183.5
184.3
187.9
200.0.

“(C) ROUNDING.—If any amount determined
under subparagraph (A)(i) is not a multiple
of $50, such amount shall be rounded to the
next lowest multiple of $50.”".

(b) REPEAL OF REDUCTION OF REFUNDABLE
TAX CREDITS.—

(1) Subsection (d) of section 24 of such Code
is amended by striking paragraph (2) and re-
designating paragraph (3) as paragraph (2).

(2) Section 32 of such Code is amended by
striking subsection (h).

(c) TECHNICAL AMENDMENTS.—

(1) Subparagraph (A) of section 1(f)(2) of
such Code is amended by inserting ‘‘except
as provided in paragraph (8),” before ‘‘by in-
creasing’’.

(2) The heading for subsection (f) of section
1 of such Code is amended by inserting
“PHASEOUT OF MARRIAGE PENALTY IN 15-PER-
CENT BRACKET;”’ before ‘‘ADJUSTMENTS”’.

(d) EFFECTIVE DATES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided by
paragraph (2), the amendments made by this
section shall apply to taxable years begin-
ning after December 31, 2002.

(2) REPEAL OF REDUCTION OF REFUNDABLE
TAX CREDITS.—The amendments made by
subsection (b) shall apply to taxable years
beginning after December 31, 2001.

SEC. 4. MARRIAGE PENALTY RELIEF FOR
EARNED INCOME CREDIT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Paragraph (2) of section
32(b) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 (re-
lating to percentages and amounts) is
amended—

(1) by striking ‘‘AMOUNTS.—The earned”’
and inserting ‘“‘AMOUNTS.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subparagraph
(B), the earned’’, and

(2) by adding at the end the following new
subparagraph:

“(B) JOINT RETURNS.—In the case of a joint
return, the phaseout amount determined
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