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which the recipient country allows for-
eign investment, including foreign 
ownership of business, land, etc., and 
the extent to which it allows the inves-
tor to use the earnings outside the 
country; the recipient country’s bank-
ing policies; whether the country has 
price controls; the degree of property 
rights and rule of law and whether the 
government retains ‘‘rights’’ to seize 
property without just cause and due 
process; the regulatory environment 
and whether it is just and truly de-
signed to protect consumers, the envi-
ronment, and economic freedom; and 
the state of the black market and the 
response by the recipient government. 

The index will rate economic freedom 
for each country and sets a timetable 
to phase out or terminate accordingly 
to governments who do not provide a 
free environment for economic develop-
ment. It is constructed to provide in-
centives for reform and ends support 
for the undemocratic and predatory 
governments which often benefit from 
our assistance. 

In addition, Mr. President, the Sec-
retary will also have to provide a de-
scription of the total amount of assist-
ance the country receives from all for-
eign sources; the total revenues from 
all sources; the total of its own reve-
nues each recipient government spends 
on eliminating poverty; and the total 
they spend on military expenditures 
and whether a legitimate security 
threat warrants them. From this and 
the index, Congress will be able to 
clearly judge the viability of countries 
as recipients and the degree to which 
the recipients share our priorities in 
combating poverty. 

This legislation will allow for a de-
gree of honesty about heavily defended 
aid programs. It will allow Americans 
to use those resources for other na-
tional priorities we know to be effec-
tive, or to simply relieve the burden on 
taxpayers overall. It will set the stage 
for testing new strategies to combat 
poverty and pursue American interests 
across the globe. After 40 years, it’s an 
idea whose time has come.

f 

VICTIMS OF GUN VIOLENCE 
Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, it has 

been more than a year since the Col-
umbine tragedy, but still this Repub-
lican Congress refuses to act on sen-
sible gun legislation. 

Since Columbine, thousands of Amer-
icans have been killed by gunfire. Until 
we act, Democrats in the Senate will 
read some of the names of those who 
lost their lives to gun violence in the 
past year, and we will continue to do so 
every day that the Senate is session. 

In the name of those who died, we 
will continue this fight. Following are 
the names of some of the people who 
were killed by gunfire one year ago 
today. 

July 13, 1999: Debbie Ahl, 39, Nash-
ville, TN; Desiree Battle, Detroit, MI; 

Antonio Darias, 49, Miami-Dade Coun-
ty, FL; Leonardo Duran, 18, Houston, 
TX; Doug Harris, 31, Cincinnati, OH; 
Stefanie Harris, 29, Cincinnati, OH; Ro-
mero Jones, 19, St. Louis, MO; Sig-
mund Linberger, 34, Akron, OH; Mi-
chael McKinnon, 18, Nashville, TN; 
Rodolfo Recendez, 32, Fort Worth, TX; 
Dylan Sertich, 22, Toledo, OH; Uniden-
tified male, 16, Long Beach, CA; Un-
identified male, 35, Nashville, TN. 

One of the victims of gun violence I 
mentioned, 19-year-old Romero Jones 
from Missouri, grew up in tough cir-
cumstances and turned his life around 
after a troublesome childhood. Romero 
worked with his city’s ‘‘Cease Fire Pro-
gram’’ to reach out to young people to 
encourage them to give up their in-
volvement with gangs and pursue job 
training and careers. Romero sat on 
the stage with President Clinton dur-
ing the President’s 1995 visit to St. 
Louis to discuss the city’s successes in 
addressing crime. 

Romero was shot and killed in what 
police say was a case of mistaken iden-
tity—no drugs or money were found in 
Romero’s home following his tragic 
death. 

We cannot sit back and allow such 
senseless gun violence to continue. The 
time has come to enact sensible gun 
legislation. Our country cannot afford 
to lose more of its promising young 
leaders like Romero Jones. His death is 
a reminder to all of us that we need to 
act now. 

f 

THE VERY BAD DEBT BOXSCORE 

Mr. HELMS. Mr. President, at the 
close of business yesterday, Wednes-
day, July 12, 2000, the Federal debt 
stood at $5,664,141,886,637.91 (Five tril-
lion, six hundred sixty-four billion, one 
hundred forty-one million, eight hun-
dred eighty-six thousand, six hundred 
thirty-seven dollars and ninety-one 
cents). 

One year ago, July 12, 1999, the Fed-
eral debt stood at $5,621,471,000,000 
(Five trillion, six hundred twenty-one 
billion, four hundred seventy-one mil-
lion). 

Five years ago, July 12, 1995, the Fed-
eral debt stood at $4,927,811,000,000 
(Four trillion, nine hundred twenty-
seven billion, eight hundred eleven mil-
lion). 

Ten years ago, July 12, 1990, the Fed-
eral debt stood at $3,152,770,000,000 
(Three trillion, one hundred fifty-two 
billion, seven hundred seventy mil-
lion). 

Fifteen years ago, July 12, 1985, the 
Federal debt stood at $1,792,949,000,000 
(One trillion, seven hundred ninety-two 
billion, nine hundred forty-nine mil-
lion) which reflects a debt increase of 
almost $4 trillion—$3,871,192,886,637.91 
(Three trillion, eight hundred seventy-
one billion, one hundred ninety-two 
million, eight hundred eighty-six thou-
sand, six hundred thirty-seven dollars 

and ninety-one cents) during the past 
15 years. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

WILLIAM J. BECKHAM, JR. 
MEMORIAL TRIBUTE 

∑ Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I want to 
pay tribute to the life of one of Michi-
gan’s great civic leaders, William J. 
Beckham, Jr. After living a remark-
ably accomplished life, sadly, Bill 
passed away April 27 while on vacation 
with his beloved wife, Mattie Maynard 
Beckham. This week, Bill’s friends and 
colleagues and members of the Senate 
and the House will come together in 
our Nation’s capital to celebrate his 
memory and his legacy. 

Bill loved life and all the important 
things in it—his family, his friends, 
school kids, and his African American 
heritage. Bill loved the difference that 
he was making in Michigan through his 
work on school reform—enhancing and 
expanding the quality of education for 
all students in the Detroit public 
school system. Behind Bill’s dignified, 
gentle yet deliberate manner was a 
fierce determination to help improve 
the everyday lives of families. Mul-
titudes were beneficiaries of his vision-
ary efforts. He showed that character 
and the principles of hard work, integ-
rity and perseverance can transform 
one’s dreams into reality. He has left a 
mark of great achievement in civil 
rights, education, economic and polit-
ical reform. 

Bill had a distinguished career of 
public service in Michigan, which in-
cluded positions as Vice Chair of the 
School Board for the Detroit Public 
Schools, Chairman of the Schools of 
the 21st Century Corporation, Presi-
dent and Trustee of The Skillman 
Foundation, the first Deputy Mayor of 
Detroit, and President of New Detroit, 
Inc. His successful career in the private 
sector included key leadership posi-
tions at Burroughs/Unisys Corporation, 
Envirotest Systems Corporation in 
Phoenix and the Ford Motor Company. 

Bill also enjoyed a long and note-
worthy career in federal service from 
1967 through the early 1980s. Over a pe-
riod of eight years, he served Senator 
Phil Hart in several capacities includ-
ing Policy Adviser in his Washington 
office for four years, Chief of Staff of 
the Senator’s office in Detroit for three 
years, and Campaign Assistant for one 
year. Bill subsequently served as Staff 
Director to the House Education and 
Labor Subcommittee on Equal Oppor-
tunity, chaired by Representative Gus 
Hawkins. Sought out by President 
Jimmy Carter, Bill was nominated and 
confirmed first as Assistant Secretary 
of the U.S. Department of the Treasury 
and later as Deputy Secretary of the 
U.S. Department of Transportation. 

During his tenure on Capitol Hill, 
Bill joined with several of his staff col-
leagues to establish the first minority 

VerDate jul 14 2003 10:53 Nov 16, 2004 Jkt 039102 PO 00000 Frm 00092 Fmt 0686 Sfmt 0634 E:\BR00\S13JY0.003 S13JY0


		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-07-05T14:30:15-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




