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Lakes—the storms may not be as massive,
but they can arise suddenly with strong winds.
Shoals and islands present hazards for com-
mercial shipping and private sailors, and tales
like the loss of the Edmund Fitzgerald are al-
most as well known as the story loss of the Ti-
tanic.

What was true in the early days of search
and rescue remains true today. The men and
the women who venture forth on rescue mis-
sions must possess one key trait—courage.

I's no wonder, then, Mr. Speaker, that the
crew of U.S. Coast Guard Station Charlevoix
have an important part in the great tradition of
endeavoring to save the lives of men and
women in peril on the water.

Their own log records such remarkable mo-
ments as bringing 500 people safely to shore
in 1906 from a vessel aground off the Lake
Michigan shore, searching for the crew of a
downed B-52 bomber in the 1970s, and even
rushing ashore to treat individuals wounded in
a celebration fireworks accident in 1997.

The presence of the Coast Guard through-
out my district is extremely important, Mr.
Speaker. These brave men and women have
my deepest respect and admiration, and
strongest support in whatever is needed to
permit them to fulfill this essential mission, to
keep Search and Rescue units semper
paratus—always ready.

Technology may continue to change, but |
trust another 100 years will find Coast Guard
Station Charlevoix always ready to serve and
assist on the Great Lakes.
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The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 4811) making ap-
propriations for foreign operations, export fi-
nancing, and related programs for the fiscal
year ending September 30, 2001, and for other
purposes.

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Mr. Chairman, | rise
in support of the amendment of my colleague,
the Gentlelady from California, Ms. LEE, to re-
store the funding for Global Aids assistance
that was cut from the President’s request.

This body Mr. Chairman, invariably never
ceases to amaze me. Here we are in the mid-
dle of a monumental life and family destroying,
economy breaking, HIV/AIDS pandemic. In-
stead of increasing funding to address it, as
the situation calls out desperately for us to do,
we are codifying restrictions on family planning
funding, slashing funding for debt relief to
some of the same affected countries and oth-
ers, and reducing the flow of drastically need-
ed funds for HIV/AIDS prevention and treat-
ment to a mere drip. This is a travesty.

A recent UN report revealed that AIDS will
cause early death in as many as one-half of
the young adults in the hardest hit countries of
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southern Africa, causing unprecedented popu-
lations imbalances. In one country alone, Bot-
swana, it is predicted that two thirds of that
country’s 15-year-olds will die of AIDS before
age 50. But as bad as the impact is now, the
full blow is still some years off. This loss at a
time when men and women would be at their
most productive, in countries that are only now
beginning to come out from under the deep ef-
fects of colonialism and tyrannical rules, will
be devastating.

Our communities here in the U.S. are bleed-
ing, these are hemorrhaging. Both crises need
to be appropriately addressed, and addressed
now.

We are no longer in a world where any one
country, nor even one neighborhood can labor
under the impression that they are isolated.
The devastation, and the disruptive effects of
the HIV/AIDS pandemic may be at its very
worse in far away, exotic lands, but the dire
effects will ripple until they reach our shores.
Combined with our domestic HIV/AIDS crisis,
which also is not being adequately addressed,
the bell will increasingly toll for us.

We have the opportunity today to make a
difference in the lives of our neighbors in Afri-
ca and other countries today, by supporting
the Lee amendment. We must also resolve to
apply the remedies in the magnitude that is
needed here at home as well.

$100 million is not a large sum. It is merely
a drop in the bucket, against the backdrop of
the enormity of the pandemic. But it is a start.
It is seed money—an incentive for other coun-
tries, private corporations and foundations to
join this vital effort.

The Congressional Black Caucus and its
Health Brain Trust, which | chair, has made
HIV/AIDS our chief priority. We began here in
this country with the call for a state of emer-
gency and funding which has come to be
known as the CBC Minority HIV/AIDS Initia-
tive. But as we got funding and began to apply
those dollars to the needs of our communities,
we recognized that the problem was far deep-
er than HIV and AIDS. It was a problem of
poor and deficient health infrastructure, it was
and is a problem of communities beset with a
myriad of social and economic problems.

As we began the work of addressing all of
the ills that lay beneath the tip of the AIDS
iceberg, we also came face to face with the
grim reality that is AIDS in Africa, and AIDS in
the Caribbean, as well.

And so, Mr. Chairman, what we want this
body and our colleagues to recognize is that
HIV and AIDS is a pandemic for people of
color, around the world, including here in the
United States. Achieving adequate prevention
and treatment of HIV and AIDS in Africa and
other parts of the world, is not that much dif-
ferent from combating it here. The social, eco-
nomic, and health care infrastructure defi-
ciencies are pretty much the same. And that
is a real shame.

So, | am asking this body, to support Con-
gresswoman LEE’s efforts, to support the CBC
initiative and to fully fund it this year and for
several years to come as needed.
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Mr. SIMPSON. Mr. Speaker, it was my in-
tention to vote “yea” on rolicall vote No. 324,
the H. Amdt. 905 to HR 4690, offered by Rep-
resentative John Hostetler, but was recorded
as voting “nay.” The amendment was de-
signed to add a new section, which provides
that no funds in the bill may be used to en-
force, implement, or administer the provisions
of the settlement document dated March 17,
2000, between Smith and Wesson and the
Department of the Treasury.

The Second Amendment to the United
States Constitution dearly defines the right of
Americans to possess firearms. The Second
Amendment reads: “A well-regulated militia
being necessary to the security of a free
State, the right of the people to keep and bear
arms shall not be infringed.” | firmly believe
this provision prohibits the federal government
from denying citizens this right.

The agreement reached by the Administra-
tion and Smith & Wesson should not be used
to coerce other manufacturers into abiding by
an agreement of which they are not a party.
On June 21, 2000, | voted to limit the reper-
cussions of this Smith & Wesson agreement
by supporting two of Representative
Hostetler's amendments to the VA-HLD Ap-
propriations bill for Fiscal Year (FY) 2001. It is
my intention to vote in favor of similar amend-
ments to future FY 2001 Appropriations bills.

——————
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Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, as Chairman
of the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure, | am very pleased to introduce today
H.R. 4844, the Railroad Retirement and Sur-
vivors’ Improvement Act of 2000, on behalf of
myself, the Ranking Member of the Committee
on Transportation and Infrastructure, Mr.
OBERSTAR; the Chairman of the Committee on
Ways and Means, Mr. ARCHER; the Ranking
Member of the Comrmittee on Ways and
Means, Mr. RANGEL; the Chairman of the
Ground Transportation Subcommittee, Mr.
PETRI; the Ranking Member of the Ground
Transportation Subcommittee, Mr. RAHALL; the
Chairman of the Social Security Sub-
committee, Mr. SHAW; and the Ranking Mem-
ber of the Social Security Subcommittee, Mr.
MATSUI.

This is a good bill which deserves the sup-
port of the House. The following is a joint
statement on behalf of the eight original spon-
Sors.

JOINT STATEMENT OF THE EIGHT ORIGINAL
SPONSORS OF THE RAILROAD RETIREMENT
AND SURVIVORS’ IMPROVEMENT ACT OF 2000
We are pleased to join together to intro-

duce the Railroad Retirement and Survivors’
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