July 18, 2000

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the TUnited
States submitting sundry nominations
which were referred to the appropriate
committees.

(The nominations received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)

———————

REPORT ON THE NATIONAL EMER-
GENCY WITH RESPECT TO THE
TALIBAN IN AFGHANISTAN—
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESI-
DENT—PM 120

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message
from the President of the TUnited
States, together with an accompanying
report; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs.

To the Congress of the United States:

As required by section 401(c) of the
National Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C.
1641(c), and section 204(c) of the Inter-
national Emergency Economic Powers
Act (IEEPA), 50 U.S.C. 1703(c), I trans-
mit herewith a 6-month periodic report
on the national emergency with re-
spect to the Taliban (Afghanistan) that
was declared in Executive Order 13129
of July 4, 1999.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON.
THE WHITE HOUSE, July 17, 2000.

———

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE

At 12:22 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Ms. Niland, one of its reading clerks,
announced that the House has passed
the following bills, in which it requests
the concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 728. An act to amend the Watershed
Protection and Flood Prevention Act to au-
thorize the Secretary of Agriculture to pro-
vide cost share assistance for the rehabilita-
tion of structural measures constructed as
part of water resource projects previously
funded by the Secretary under such Act or
related laws.

H.R. 3985. An act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 14900 Southwest 30th Street in Miramar
City, Florida, as the ‘““Vicki Coceano Post Of-
fice Building.”

H.R. 4437. An act to grant to the United
States Postal Service the authority to issue
semipostals, and for other purposes.

The message also announced that the
House has agreed to the following con-
current resolution, in which it requests
the concurrence of the Senate:

H. Con. Res. 319. Concurrent resolution
congratulating the Republic of Latvia on the
10th anniversary of the reestablishment of
its independence from the rule of the former
Soviet Union.

————

MEASURES REFERRED

The following bills were read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE

H.R. 3985. An act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 14900 Southwest 30th Street in Miramar
City, Florida, as the “Vicki Coceano Post Of-
fice Building’’; to the Committee on Govern-
mental Affairs.

The following bill, received pre-
viously from the House of Representa-
tives for concurrence, was read twice,
and referred as indicated:

H.R. 3084. An act to authorize the Sec-
retary of the Interior to contribute funds for
the establishment of an interpretative center
on the life and contributions of President
Abraham Lincoln; to the Committee on En-
ergy and Natural Resources.

————

MEASURE PLACED ON THE
CALENDAR

The following concurrent resolution
was read, and placed on the calendar:

H. Con. Res. 319. Concurrent resolution
congratulating the Republic of Latvia on the
10th anniversary of the reestablishment of
its independence from the rule of the former
Soviet Union.

———

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS

The following petitions and memo-
rials were laid before the Senate and
were referred or ordered to lie on the
table as indicated:

POM-566. A resolution adopted by the
House of the General Assembly of the State
of Illinois relative to the financial structure
of the Coal Act; to the Committee on Fi-
nance.

HOUSE RESOLUTION NO. 564

Whereas, Illinois is a coal-producing and
coal-consuming State that has benefitted
tremendously from the hard, dangerous work
of retired coal miners; and

Whereas, The United States government
entered into a contract with the coal miners
in 1946 that created the United Mine Workers
of America Health and Retirement Funds;
and

Whereas, This contract was signed in the
White House in a ceremony with President
Harry Truman; and

Whereas, A federal commission established
by U.S. Secretary of Labor Elizabeth Dole
concluded in 1990: “‘Retired coal miners have
legitimate expectations of health care bene-
fits for life; that was the promise they re-
ceived during their working lives and that is
now they planned their retirement years.
That commitment should be honored.”; and

Whereas, This promise became law in 1992
when Congress passed, and President George
Bush signed, the Coal Industry Retiree
Health Benefit Act (the Coal Act); and

Whereas, The Coal Act reiterated the
promise of lifetime health benefits for re-
tired coal miners and their dependents; and

Whereas, Congress intended the Coal Act
to:

‘(1) remedy problems with the provision
and funding of health care benefits with re-
spect to the beneficiaries of multiemployer
benefit plans that provide health care bene-
fits to retirees in the coal industry;

(2) allow for sufficient operating assets for
such plans; and

(3) provide for the continuation of a pri-
vately financed self-sufficient program for
the delivery of health care benefits to the
beneficiaries of such plans’; and

15105

Whereas, Certain court decisions have
eroded the financial structure that Congress
put in place under the Coal Act; and

Whereas, These court decisions have placed
the continued provision of health benefits to
retired coal miners in jeopardy; therefore, be
it

Resolved, by the House of Representatives of
the Ninety-First General Assembly of the State
of Illinois, That we urge the Congress and the
Executive Branch of the United States to
work together to reform the financial struc-
ture of the Coal Act and to ensure that re-
tired coal miners continue to receive the
health care benefits they were promised and
so rightly deserve; and be it further

Resolved, That suitable copies of this reso-
lution be sent to the President of the United
States and to each member of the Illinois
congressional delegation.

POM-567. A resolution adopted by the Sen-
ate of the Legislature of the Commonwealth
of Puerto Rico relative to market access
concerning China; to the Committee on Fi-
nance.

RESOLUTION

In agriculture, tariffs on U.S. priority
products, such as beef, dairy and citrus
fruits, will drop from an average of 31% to
14% in January 2004. China will also expand
access for bulk agricultural products such as
wheat, corn, cotton, soybeans and others;
allow for the first time private trade in said
products; and eliminate export subsidies. In
manufactures, Chinese industrial tariffs will
fall from an average of 256% in 1997 to 9.4% in
2005. In information technology, tariffs on
products such as computers, semiconductors,
and all Internet-related equipment will fall
to zero by 2005. In services, China will open
markets for distribution, telecommuni-
cations, insurance, express delivery, bank-
ing, law, accounting, audiovisual, engineer-
ing, construction, environmental services,
and other industries.

At present, China severely restricts trad-
ing rights, i.e., the right to import and ex-
port, as well as the ability to own and oper-
ate distribution networks, which are essen-
tial in order to move goods and compete ef-
fectively in any market. Under the proposed
agreement, China will phase in such trading
rights and distribution services over three (3)
years, and also open up sectors related to
distribution services, such as repair and
maintenance, warehousing, trucking and air
courier services. This will allow American
businesses to export directly to China and to
have their own distribution network in
China, rather than being forced to set up fac-
tories in China to sell products through Chi-
nese partners, as has been frequently the
case until now.

At the same time, the proposed agreement
offers China no increased access to American
markets. The United States agrees only to
maintain the market access policies that al-
ready apply to China, and have for over
twenty (20) years, by making China’s current
Normal Trade Relations status permanent.
WTO rules require that members accord each
other such status on an unconditional basis.

If Congress does not grant China ‘‘Perma-
nent Normal Trade Relations’ status, our
European, Asian, Canadian and Latin Amer-
ican competitors will reap the benefits of
China’s WTO accession, but China would not
be required to accord these benefits to the
United States.

In addition to purely economic consider-
ations, China’s accession to the WTO will
promote reform, greater individual freedom,
and strengthen the rule of law in China,
which is why the commitments already made
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