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were retained as a reserve unit and did 
not participate in the D-Day invasion. 

However, John was one of only 50 vol-
unteers of the 504th to serve as path-
finders on D-Day . His 50-man unit cou-
rageously preceded the main airborne 
divisions behind enemy lines to protect 
the vulnerable beach landings and to 
prevent an enemy counterattack. John 
did not survive this hazardous mission 
and died serving his country on June 6, 
1944. His death was undoubtedly heroic 
although the exact circumstances can 
not be verified. He is buried alongside 
his fellow pathfinders at the United 
States Military Cemetery at Omaha 
Beach. 

On this, the 100th anniversary of the 
Cromwell Children’s Home, it is only 
right that we recognize this special in-
stitution. As the story of John Russell 
Bergendahl demonstrates, the Crom-
well Children’s Home has nurtured a 
number of remarkable Americans, 
many of whom have served with dis-
tinction in the U.S. Armed Forces. But 
whether its residents go on to become 
heros or just good neighbors and posi-
tive members of the Community, the 
Cromwell Children’s Home is making 
an important difference. I hope the 
case of John Russell Bergendahl serves 
as an inspiration to the past and future 
residents of the Cromwell Children’s 
Home and that they understand that 
their lives and their potential are lim-
itless. Once again, I congratulate the 
Cromwell Children’s Home on this 
100th anniversary and I encourage 
them to carry forward the good work 
for another 100 years.∑ 
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IN RECOGNITION OF REVEREND 
NICK HALL, JR. 

∑ Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I rise 
today to pay tribute to a remarkable 
person from my home state of Michi-
gan, Reverend Nick Hall Jr. On July 23, 
Rev. Hall will retire after 48 years of 
service to the Bethesda Baptist Church 
in Saginaw. 

Reverend Hall’s history of pubic serv-
ice is truly deserving of recognition. 
After serving his country in the Navy 
during World War II, he received his 
Bachelor of Theology from the Chicago 
Baptist Institute in 1950. He then 
moved to Saginaw, Michigan and orga-
nized the Bethesda Baptist Church in 
1952, where he has ministered there for 
nearly five decades. In 1990, he 
furthered his studies in Theology by 
earning his Doctor of Divinity from 
Urban Bible College in Detroit. In addi-
tion to his career in the ministry, Rev. 
Hall has dedicated himself to civic 
leadership through his work with many 
community organizations. From civil 
rights activist to County Commis-
sioner, he has won many hats in his 
long public career, but all of them have 
shown a true dedication to his commu-
nity. For the last 48 years, Rev. Hall 
has served with integrity and compas-
sion. 

Rev. Hall’s departure from Bethesda 
Baptist Church will certainly mark a 
new chapter in his life. I can only hope 
it is as successful as this previous one. 
Though I am sure he will remain active 
in his many church and community ac-
tivities, I hope that he will be able to 
spend more time with his wife, Marie, 
and their children and grandchildren. I 
am pleased to join his family, con-
gregation, and friends in offering my 
thanks for all he has done. 

Mr. President, Reverend Nick Hall, 
Jr. can take pride in his long and hon-
orable career to Bethesda Baptist 
Church. I hope my colleagues will join 
me in saluting Rev. Hall’s commitment 
to his community and religion, and in 
wishing him well in his retirement.∑ 
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OUTSTANDING COMMUNITY LEAD-
ERSHIP IN FRANKLIN COUNTY, 
VERMONT 

∑ Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I rise 
today to extend my congratulations to 
Franklin County, Vermont, one of five 
counties recently honored with the 2000 
Community of Excellence Award from 
the organization Communities Can! 

Franklin County is a small, sparsely 
populated area in northwestern 
Vermont. This county’s close prox-
imity to Lake Champlain and its roll-
ing hills make it ideal for agriculture. 
In fact, the county has long been 
known as a state leader in dairy and 
maple syrup production. As with many 
rural areas, Franklin County has lim-
ited resources, but with the innovation 
and sense of community responsibility 
that has characterized Vermonters for 
centuries, leaders in the community 
have established a comprehensive net-
work of educators, health care pro-
viders, and mental health workers to 
coordinate vital services for area chil-
dren. 

Communities Can! is a network of 
communities committed to ensuring 
that all children and families, includ-
ing those with disabilities and special 
needs, have the services and support 
they need. Franklin County has been a 
part of this exemplary collaboration 
since its inception. Each year the orga-
nization recognizes five counties from 
across the country with the Commu-
nity of Excellence Award. In order to 
be eligible for this prestigious award, a 
county must show that it identifies 
young children and families in need of 
services; provides affordable, conven-
ient assistance; and includes family 
members in all levels of decision mak-
ing. Receiving this award is a signifi-
cant achievement. 

It takes strong teamwork to bring all 
of these essential human services to-
gether to improve the lives of children 
and their families in a community. 
Thanks to the work of Mark Sustic, 
Coordinator of Early Childhood Pro-
grams; Peggy Durgin, Early Interven-
tion/Team Coordinator; Paula Irish, 

Mental Health and Disabilities Coordi-
nator for Head Start; Pam McCarthy, 
Director of the Family Center; and, 
Tracey Wagner, Chair of the Regional 
Interagency Coordinating Council, 
children and families in Franklin 
County receive the support and serv-
ices they need to develop and flourish. 
I had the pleasure of meeting these re-
markable community leaders this 
spring when they came to Washington 
to receive their award. These dedicated 
Vermonters make the most of the lim-
ited resources in their rural county by 
coordinating a comprehensive set of 
services including pre-kindergarten 
education, health care, parent edu-
cation, special needs services, day care, 
and prenatal care. 

I am proud of the people of Franklin 
County for their creativity and inge-
nuity in meeting the needs of families 
and children. They serve as an inspir-
ing example to other communities in 
Vermont, and indeed, the entire coun-
try.∑ 
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MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE 

At 3:11 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mr. Hays, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the 
following bills, in which it requests the 
concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 1264. An act to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to require that each 
employer show on the W–2 form of each em-
ployee the employer’s share of taxes for old- 
age, survivors, and disability insurance and 
for hospital insurance for the employee as 
well as the total amount of such taxes for 
such employee. 

H.R. 2909. An act to provide for implemen-
tation by the United States of the Hague 
Convention on Protection of Children and 
Cooperation in Respect of Intercountry 
Adoption, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 2961. An act to amend the Immigra-
tion and Nationality Act to authorize a 3- 
year pilot program under which the Attor-
ney General may extend the period for vol-
untary departure in the care of certain non-
immigrant aliens who require medical treat-
ment in the United States and were admitted 
under the visa waiver pilot program, and for 
other purposes. 

H.R. 3113. An act to protect individuals, 
families, and Internet service providers from 
unsolicited and unwanted electronic mail. 

H.R. 4157. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 600 Lincoln Avenue in Pasadena, Cali-
fornia, as the ‘‘Matthew ‘Mack’ Robinson 
Post Office Building.’’ 

H.R. 4430. An act to redesignate the facil-
ity of the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 8926 Baltimore Street in Savage, 
Maryland, as the ‘‘Alfred Rascon Post Office 
Building.’’ 

H.R. 4517. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 24 Tsienneto Road in Derry, New Hamp-
shire, as the ‘‘Alan B. Shepard, Jr. Post Of-
fice Building.’’ 

H.R. 4554. An act to redesignate the facil-
ity of the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 1602 Frankford Avenue in Philadel-
phia, Pennsylvania, as the ‘‘Joseph F. Smith 
Post Office Building.’’ 
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