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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the concurrent resolu-
tion by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A concurrent resolution (S. Con. Res. 57)
concerning the emancipation of the Iranian
Baha’i community.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the concurrent
resolution which had been reported
from the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions, with an amendment to the pre-
amble to omit the part in black brack-
ets and insert the part printed in italic,
as follows:

Whereas in 1982, 1984, 1988, 1990, 1992, 1994,
and 1996, Congress, by concurrent resolution,
declared that it holds the Government of
Iran responsible for upholding the rights of
all its nationals, including members of the
Baha’i Faith, Iran’s largest religious minor-
ity;

Whereas Congress has deplored the Govern-
ment of Iran’s religious persecution of the
Baha’i community in such resolutions and in
numerous other appeals, and has condemned
Iran’s execution of more than 200 Baha’is and
the imprisonment of thousands of others
solely on account of their religious beliefs;

Whereas in July 1998 a Baha’i, Mr.
Ruhollah Rowhani, was executed by hanging
in Mashhad after being held in solitary con-
finement for 9 months on the charge of con-
verting a Muslim woman to the Baha’i
Faith, a charge the woman herself refuted;

Whereas 4 Baha’is remain on death row in
Iran, 2 on charges on apostasy, and [12] 17
others are serving prison terms on charges
arising solely from their religious beliefs or
activities;

Whereas the Government of Iran continues
to deny individual Baha’is access to higher
education and government employment and
denies recognition and religious rights to the
Baha’i community, according to the policy
set forth in a confidential Iranian Govern-
ment document which was revealed by the
United Nations Commission on Human
Rights in 1993;

Whereas Baha’is have been banned from
teaching and studying at Iranian univer-
sities since the Islamic Revolution and
therefore created the Baha’'i Institute of
Higher Education, or Baha’i Open Univer-
sity, to provide educational opportunities to
Baha’i youth using volunteer faculty and a
network of classrooms, libraries, and labora-
tories in private homes and buildings
throughout Iran;

Whereas in September and October 1998,
Iranian authorities arrested 36 faculty mem-
bers of the Open University, 4 of whom have
been given prison sentences ranging between
3 to 10 years, even though the law makes no
mention of religious instruction within one’s
own religious community as being an illegal

activity;
Whereas Iranian intelligence officers
looted classroom equipment, textbooks,

computers, and other personal property from
532 Baha’i homes in an attempt to close
down the Open University;

Whereas all Baha'i community properties
in Iran have been confiscated by the govern-
ment, and Iranian Baha’is are not permitted
to elect their leaders, organize as a commu-
nity, operate religious schools, or conduct
other religious community activities guar-
anteed by the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights;

Whereas on February 22, 1993, the United
Nations Commission on Human Rights pub-
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lished a formerly confidential Iranian gov-
ernment document that constitutes a blue-
print for the destruction of the Baha’i com-
munity and reveals that these repressive ac-
tions are the result of a deliberate policy de-
signed and approved by the highest officials
of the Government of Iran; and

Whereas in 1998 the United Nations Special
Representative for Human Rights, Maurice
Copithorne, was denied entry into Iran.

Mr. BURNS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the amend-
ment to the preamble be agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The amendment was agreed to.

Mr. BURNS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the resolution
be agreed to, the preamble, as amend-
ed, be agreed to, the motion to recon-
sider be laid upon the table, and any
statements relating to this resolution
be printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The concurrent resolution (S. Con.
Res. b7) was agreed to.

The preamble, as
agreed to.

The concurrent resolution, with its
preamble, as amended, reads as follows:

S. CoN. RES. 57

Whereas in 1982, 1984, 1988, 1990, 1992, 1994,
and 1996, Congress, by concurrent resolution,
declared that it holds the Government of
Iran responsible for upholding the rights of
all its nationals, including members of the
Baha’i Faith, Iran’s largest religious minor-
ity;

Whereas Congress has deplored the Govern-
ment of Iran’s religious persecution of the
Baha’i community in such resolutions and in
numerous other appeals, and has condemned
Iran’s execution of more than 200 Baha’is and
the imprisonment of thousands of others
solely on account of their religious beliefs;

Whereas in July 1998 a Baha’i, Mr.
Ruhollah Rowhani, was executed by hanging
in Mashhad after being held in solitary con-
finement for 9 months on the charge of con-
verting a Muslim woman to the Baha’i
Faith, a charge the woman herself refuted;

Whereas 4 Baha’is remain on death row in
Iran, 2 on charges on apostasy, and 11 others
are serving prison terms on charges arising
solely from their religious beliefs or activi-
ties;

Whereas the Government of Iran continues
to deny individual Baha’is access to higher
education and government employment and
denies recognition and religious rights to the
Baha’i community, according to the policy
set forth in a confidential Iranian Govern-
ment document which was revealed by the
United Nations Commission on Human
Rights in 1993;

Whereas Baha’is have been banned from
teaching and studying at Iranian univer-
sities since the Islamic Revolution and
therefore created the Baha'i Institute of
Higher Education, or Baha’i Open Univer-
sity, to provide educational opportunities to
Baha’i youth using volunteer faculty and a
network of classrooms, libraries, and labora-
tories in private homes and buildings
throughout Iran;

Whereas in September and October 1998,
Iranian authorities arrested 36 faculty mem-
bers of the Open University, 4 of whom have
been given prison sentences ranging between
3 to 10 years, even though the law makes no

amended, was
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mention of religious instruction within one’s
own religious community as being an illegal

activity;
Whereas Iranian intelligence officers
looted classroom equipment, textbooks,

computers, and other personal property from
532 Baha'i homes in an attempt to close
down the Open University;

Whereas all Baha’i community properties
in Iran have been confiscated by the govern-
ment, and Iranian Baha’is are not permitted
to elect their leaders, organize as a commu-
nity, operate religious schools, or conduct
other religious community activities guar-
anteed by the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights;

Whereas on February 22, 1993, the United
Nations Commission on Human Rights pub-
lished a formerly confidential Iranian gov-
ernment document that constitutes a blue-
print for the destruction of the Baha’i com-
munity and reveals that these repressive ac-
tions are the result of a deliberate policy de-
signed and approved by the highest officials
of the Government of Iran; and

Whereas in 1998 the United Nations Special
Representative for Human Rights, Maurice
Copithorne, was denied entry into Iran: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That Congress—

(1) continues to hold the Government of
Iran responsible for upholding the rights of
all its nationals, including members of the
Baha’i community, in a manner consistent
with Iran’s obligations under the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights and other
international agreements guaranteeing the
civil and political rights of its citizens;

(2) condemns the repressive anti-Baha’i
policies and actions of the Government of
Iran, including the denial of legal recogni-
tion to the Baha’i community and the basic
rights to organize, elect its leaders, educate
its youth, and conduct the normal activities
of a law-abiding religious community;

(3) expresses concern that individual Ba-
ha’is continue to suffer from severely repres-
sive and discriminatory government actions,
including executions and death sentences,
solely on account of their religion;

(4) urges the Government of Iran to permit
Baha’i students to attend Iranian univer-
sities and Baha’i faculty to teach at Iranian
universities, to return the property con-
fiscated from the Baha’i Open University, to
free the imprisoned faculty members of the
Open University, and to permit the Open
University to continue to function;

(5) urges the Government of Iran to imple-
ment fully the conclusions and recommenda-
tions on the emancipation of the Iranian
Baha’i community made by the United Na-
tions Special Rapporteur on Religious Intol-
erance, Professor Abdelfattah Amor, in his
report of March 1996 to the United Nations
Commission of Human Rights;

(6) urges the Government of Iran to extend
to the Baha’i community the rights guaran-
teed by the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights and the international covenants of
human rights, including the freedom of
thought, conscience, and religion, and equal
protection of the law; and

(7) calls upon the President to continue—

(A) to assert the United States Govern-
ment’s concern regarding Iran’s violations of
the rights of its citizens, including members
of the Baha’i community, along with expres-
sions of its concern regarding the Iranian
Government’s support for international ter-
rorism and its efforts to acquire weapons of
mass destruction;
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(B) to emphasize that the United States re-
gards the human rights practices of the Gov-
ernment of Iran, particularly its treatment
of the Baha’i community and other religious
minorities, as a significant factor in the de-
velopment of the United States Govern-
ment’s relations with the Government of
Iran;

(C) to emphasize the need for the United
Nations Special Representative for Human
Rights to be granted permission to enter
Iran;

(D) to urge the Government of Iran to
emancipate the Baha’i community by grant-
ing those rights guaranteed by the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights and the inter-
national covenants on human rights; and

(E) to encourage other governments to
continue to appeal to the Government of
Iran, and to cooperate with other govern-
ments and international organizations, in-
cluding the United Nations and its agencies,
in efforts to protect the religious rights of
the Baha’is and other minorities through
joint appeals to the Government of Iran and
through other appropriate actions.

————

ANNIVERSARY OF U.S. NON-
RECOGNITION POLICY OF SOVIET
TAKEOVER IN BALTIC REGION

Mr. BURNS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
now proceed to the immediate consid-
eration of Calendar No. 648, S. Con.
Res. 122.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the concurrent resolu-
tion by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A concurrent resolution (S. Con. Res. 122)
recognizing the 60th anniversary of the
United States nonrecognition policy of the
Soviet takeover of Estonia, Latvia, and Lith-
uania and calling for positive steps to pro-
mote a peaceful and democratic future for
the Baltic region.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the concurrent
resolution.

Mr. BURNS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the resolution
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed
to, the motion to reconsider be laid
upon the table, and any statements re-
lating to this resolution be printed in
the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The concurrent resolution (S. Con.
Res. 122) was agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The concurrent resolution, with its
preamble, reads as follows:

S. CON. RES. 122

Whereas in June 1940, the Soviet Union oc-
cupied the Baltic countries of Estonia, Lat-
via, and Lithuania and forcibly incorporated
them into the Union of Soviet Socialist Re-
publics;

Whereas throughout the occupation, the
United States maintained that the acquisi-
tion of Baltic territory by force was not per-
missible under international law and refused
to recognize Soviet sovereignty over these
lands;

Whereas on July 15, 1940, President Frank-
lin D. Roosevelt issued Executive Order No.
8484, which froze Baltic assets in the United
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States to prevent them from falling into So-
viet hands;

Whereas on July 23, 1940, Acting Secretary
of State Sumner Welles issued the first pub-
lic statement of United States policy of non-
recognition of the Soviet takeover of the
Baltic countries, condemning that act in the
strongest terms;

Whereas the United States took steps to
allow the diplomatic representatives of Esto-
nia, Latvia, and Lithuania in Washington to
continue to represent their nations through-
out the Soviet occupation;

Whereas Congress on a bipartisan basis
strongly and consistently supported the pol-
icy of nonrecognition of the Soviet takeover
of the Baltic countries during the 50 years of
occupation;

Whereas in 1959, Congress designated the
third week in July as ‘‘Captive Nations
Week”, and authorized the President to issue
a proclamation declaring June 14 as ‘‘Baltic
Freedom Day’’;

Whereas in December 1975, the House of
Representatives and the Senate adopted res-
olutions declaring that the Final Act of the
Commission for Security and Cooperation in
Europe, which accepted the inviolability or
borders in Europe, did not alter the United
States nonrecognition policy;

Whereas during the struggle of the Baltic
countries for the restoration of their inde-
pendence in 1990 and 1991, Congress passed a
number of resolutions that underscored its
continued support for the nonrecognition
policy and for Baltic self-determination;

Whereas since then the Baltic states have
successfully built democracy, ensured the
rule of law, developed free market econo-
mies, and consistently pursued a course of
integration into the community of free and
democratic nations by seeking membership
in the European Union and the North Atlan-
tic Treaty Organization;

Whereas the Russian Federation has ex-
tended formal recognition to Estonia, Lat-
via, and Lithuania as independent and sov-
ereign states; and

Whereas the United States, the European
Union, and the countries of Northern Europe
have supported regional cooperation in
Northern Europe among the Baltic and Nor-
dic states and the Russian Federation in ad-
dressing common environmental, law en-
forcement, and public health problems, and
in promoting civil society and business and
trade development: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That Congress—

(1) recognizes the 60th anniversary of the
United States nonrecognition policy of the
Soviet takeover of the Baltic states and the
contribution that policy made in supporting
the aspirations of the people of Estonia, Lat-
via, and Lithuania to reassert their freedom
and independence;

(2) commends Estonia, Latvia, and Lith-
uania for the reestablishment of their inde-
pendence and the role they played in the dis-
integration of the former Soviet Union in
1990 and 1991;

(3) commends Estonia, Latvia, and Lith-
uania for their success in implementing po-
litical and economic reforms, which may fur-
ther speed the process of their entry into Eu-
ropean and Western institutions; and

(4) supports regional cooperation in North-
ern Europe among the Baltic and Nordic
states and the Russian Federation and calls
for further cooperation in addressing com-
mon environmental, law enforcement, and
public health problems, and in promoting
civil society and business and trade develop-
ment, and similar efforts that promote a
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peaceful, democratic, prosperous, and secure
future for Europe, Russia and the Nordic-
Baltic region.

———

CROSS-BORDER COOPERATION AND
ENVIRONMENTAL SAFETY IN
NORTHERN EUROPE ACT OF 2000

Mr. BURNS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
now proceed to the consideration of
Calendar No. 649, H.R. 4249.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report the bill by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 4249) to foster cross-border co-
operation and environmental cleanup in
Northern Europe.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. BURNS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the bill be
read a third time and passed, the mo-
tion to reconsider be laid upon the
table, and that any statements relating
to the bill be printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (H.R. 4249) was read the third
time and passed.

———

RECOGNITION OF ANNIVERSARY
OF FREE AND FAIR ELECTIONS
IN BURMA

Mr. BURNS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
now proceed to immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 656, S. Con. Res.
113.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the concurrent resolu-
tion by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A concurrent resolution (S. Con. Res. 113)
expressing the sense of the Congress in rec-
ognition of the 10th anniversary of the free
and fair elections in Burma and the urgent
need to improve the democratic and human
rights of the people of Burma.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the concurrent
resolution which had been reported
from the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions, with an amendment to insert the
part printed in italic.

S. CoN. REs. 113

Whereas in 1988 thousands of Burmese citi-
zens called for a democratic change in
Burma and participated in peaceful dem-
onstrations to achieve this result;

Whereas these demonstrations were bru-
tally repressed by the Burmese military, re-
sulting in the loss of hundreds of lives;

Whereas, despite continued repression, the
Burmese people turned out in record num-
bers to vote in elections deemed free and fair
by international observers;

Whereas on May 27, 1990, the National
League for Democracy (NLD) led by Daw
Aung San Suu Kyi won more than 60 percent
of the popular vote and 80 percent of the par-
liamentary seats in the elections;

Whereas the Burmese military rejected the
results of the elections, placed Daw Aung
San Suu Kyi and hundreds of members of the
NLD under arrest, pressured members of the

The



		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-07-05T16:57:49-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




