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tribute to this fine man and I urge support for 
the bill. 
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HONORING THE 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF ST. CLEMENT HEALTH 
SERVICES 

HON. JERRY F. COSTELLO 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 19, 2000 

Mr. COSTELLO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
ask my colleagues to join me in honoring the 
100th anniversary of St. Clement Health Serv-
ices. 

A little more than 100 years ago, the idea of 
a facility to care for the sick in Red Bud, Illi-
nois was born. Although the original plan only 
intended for a house to care for ill sisters from 
the Adorers of the Blood in Christ convent in 
Ruma, Illinois, the needs and wants of the 
community created St. Clement’s Hospital. 

In the 1890’s, several sisters had been ex-
periencing serious health problems. Mother 
Clementine of the ASC order visualized an in-
firmary facility with extra rooms set aside for 
sisters who would be passing on their way to 
Ruma. Land for the house was purchased in 
1898. During the summer and the fall of that 
year, the 3.9 acre tract for the facility was 
cleared. Construction began on the building in 
1899 and continued through 1900. The build-
ing was dedicated on August 5, 1900 under 
the title of St. Clement’s Hospital. The facility, 
built with 8 rooms on the first floor, served not 
only as a hospital, but also as a place where 
the aged and infirm could spend their last 
days in a Catholic setting. It could accommo-
date as many as 20 patients. 

To help support the hospital, the sisters of 
ASC cultivated a large garden and raised both 
pigs and cows. Handwork and needlework 
were also sold. Water was pumped by hand 
with a hose to the third floor for the bath-
rooms. Having no electricity, the ice box had 
to be stocked with ample supplies of ice. 

As the hospital grew, an addition was built 
for the hospital in 1946 with 70 beds, 15 bas-
sinets and 20 beds for the aged and infirm sis-
ters. St. Clement quickly outgrew this addition. 
In 1966, survey results pointed to the lack of 
extended care facilities for the anticipated 
growth for the hospital service area. On May 
24, 1969, ground was broken for a new $4.5 
million St. Clement Hospital. 

In the 100 years since St. Clement’s has 
been open, the hospital has experienced sig-
nificant growth. In the first year of operation, 
they performed their first surgery. Throughout 
the 50’s and 60’s the hospital was averaging 
300 surgeries a year. Today, an average of 
1,600 surgeries are performed. The first birth 
didn’t occur until 1925. Throughout the 30’s no 
more than 40 births were recorded. In 1943, 
there were 169 births while over the next ten 
years the hospital averaged 420 births a year. 
Today, the hospital welcomes 130 new babies 
a year. 

One hundred years later, the original hos-
pital may be gone, but you may still find St. 
Clement Hospital available to take care of the 
sick and reaching out to the community it 
serves. Today, St. Clement Health Services is 

a member of Unity Health. They encompass 
the resources and personnel of St. John’s 
Mercy Medical Hospital, St. John’s Mercy 
Medical Center and St. Luke’s Hospital. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in honoring St. Clement’s Health Services on 
the occasion of the 100th anniversary of their 
founding and to recognize the administration 
and staff both past and present for the quality 
service that they have been providing to the 
people of our area for the past 100 years. 
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Mr. LAMPSON. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to 
recognize the outstanding career of Mr. Bill G. 
Masters, who is retiring this year after 35 
years of distinguished service with the Port of 
Beaumont. Stretching over 4 decades, Mr. 
Masters’ entire career has had a wide-ranging 
impact across a broad spectrum of important 
local concerns as well as vital national inter-
ests. 

Before contributing his valuable assets to 
the Port of Beaumont, Mr. Masters served our 
Nation proudly in the Marine Corps and then 
achieved a degree in accounting. Soon after, 
Mr. Masters worked for 6 years in the Golden 
Triangle on waterfront jobs. Joining the port in 
1965, Mr. Masters secured his first job as an 
assistant dock superintendent. He began to 
prove himself as a great asset to the port and 
rapidly ascended the ranks of the port admin-
istration. In 1986, Mr. Masters was enthusiasti-
cally appointed by his peers to the position of 
port director. 

Mr. Masters has led the Port of Beaumont 
into years of unprecedented growth. This vast 
expansion includes a steep growth in the 
amount of cargo handled, doubling the size of 
both revenue cargo and total cargo handled 
by the port. In addition, under Mr. Masters’ di-
rection, the port has widened its cargo base to 
include a countless number of new commod-
ities. The port has also grown in space, with 
the addition of 27 acres since Mr. Masters’ ap-
pointment. 

Mr. Masters’ ability to achieve his innovative 
ideas has greatly benefited the Port of Beau-
mont. Its newly completed rail-to-ship transfer 
has propelled the Port of Beaumont into one 
of our Nation’s most vital ports. 

Quickly after becoming the director of the 
Port of Beaumont, Mr. Masters began gar-
nering national recognition of his achieve-
ments. Mr. Masters was elected president of 
both the Gulf Ports Association and the Texas 
Ports Association in 1991. Currently, Mr. Mas-
ters serves on the American Association of 
Port Authorities as a member of their National 
Defense Committee. 

Mr. Speaker, Mr. Bill G. Masters’ career is 
ripe with countless examples of selfless hard 
work and extraordinary accomplishment in 
service to our great Nation. His contributions 
to Southeast Texas are immeasurable. I ask 
my colleagues to join me in wishing Bill G. 
Masters and his family a pleasurable and well- 
deserved retirement. 

Congratulations, Mr. Masters, on a job well 
done. 
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COMMENDING THE CEDARTOWN, 
GEORGIA LITTLE LEAGUE, 
HOSTS TO THE 2000 SOUTHERN 
REGION JUNIOR LEAGUE CHAM-
PIONSHIP TOURNAMENT, AU-
GUST 4–11, 2000 

HON. BOB BARR 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 19, 2000 

Mr. BARR of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, Little 
League Baseball is an American institution, 
yet many American don’t realize it wasn’t 
founded in 1939, in Williamsport, PA by Carl 
Stotz. At that time, a $30 donation was suffi-
cient to sponsor the first three teams. Since 
that time, Little League Baseball has experi-
enced phenomenal growth that has imbedded 
it deeply into American culture. 

In 1953, the Little League World Series was 
televised for the first time by CBS: Howard 
Cosell announced the play-by-play action for 
ABC radio. In 1955, Cy Young made his last 
visit to the Little League World Series before 
his death in September. By that time Little 
League Baseball was played in all 48 states. 
In 1959, a National Little League Week was 
proclaimed for the second week of June by 
President Dwight D. Eisenhower to honor this 
portion of America’s past time, and in 1964, 
Little League Baseball was granted a Charter 
of Federal Incorporation by the United States 
Congress. Paying tribute to the young ath-
letes, and for his love of the game, former Lit-
tle League and Harvard baseball player, Vice 
President George Bush threw out the first 
pitch of the 1981 Little League World Series. 

Though America’s past time, baseball is far 
from America’s exclusive sport. In 1951, the 
first Little League was formed outside the 
United States, in British Columbia, and since 
then, Little League has spread throughout 
Mexico, Europe, and Asia. In 1982, the game 
was even able to break through the ‘‘iron cur-
tain’’ to provide Poland, a then Eastern Bloc 
Country, certificates of Charter. 

This year, from August 4 through August 11, 
2000, the Cedartown, Georgia Little League 
Organization, including members of the teams, 
coaches, and parents, will, with great pride, 
host the 2000 Southern Region Junior League 
Championship Tournament. Teams will be 
competing for the opportunity to advance to 
the Little League World Series Tournament in 
Taylor, Michigan, beginning August 14th. 
There are 13 states in the Southern Region. 
Little League teams (which consist of 12 to 14 
players and three coaches) from each State 
will be playing their very best, in hopes of se-
curing a trip to Michigan. ESPN will be on 
hand to cover all the scheduled games. 

Little League activities and tournaments are 
designed to be 100% funded through cor-
porate, business, and individual contributions. 
Just a few of the Little League Corporate 
sponsors are Bubblicious Gum, DNA Insur-
ance, American Honda, MUSCO Sport Light-
ing, MYTEAM.COM, New Era, RC Cola, 
Realtime Memories.com, Russell Corporation, 
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