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RENEWAL FUNDING FOR HOME-
LESS RENTAL ASSISTANCE
GRANTS

HON. JOHN J. LaFALCE

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 19, 2000

Mr. LAFALCE. Mr. Speaker, just recently,
the President signed into law the Military Con-
struction Appropriations conference report.
This bill includes critically needed funding to
renew rental housing assistance for very low
income disabled, veterans, mentally ill, and
other families and individuals at risk of home-
lessness.

Late last year, some 40 projects nationwide
did not receive renewal of expiring grants
under either the Shelter Plus Care or SHP
Permanent housing programs as part of the
McKinney Act homeless program funding
awards for fiscal year 1999. As a result, thou-
sands of families—including 180 in Erie Coun-
ty in the area | represent—were at risk of hav-
ing their entail subsidies expire at some time
this year.

In response, in February of this year, | intro-
duced H.R. 3613, legislation to provide emer-
gency one-year funding for these expired and
unrenewed projects out of the Section 8 Hous-
ing Certificate account. This legislation was
later offered as an amendment by the Ranking
Member of the VA-HUD Appropriations Sub-
committee to the House Supplemental Appro-
priations bill, and the amendment was adopt-
ed.

The good news is that the MilCon con-
ference report provides funding to renew all
these projects for one year, as proposed in my
legislation. The bad news is that the Senate
rejected the House approach of funding re-
newals from the Section 8 account, instead re-
quiring that funding be taken from the fiscal
year 2000 homeless program account.

This means that $5 million less in critically
needed homeless funds will be available later
this year under the FY 2000 grant competition.

It also means that at least for now, we con-
tinue the year-to-year uncertainty families and
grant applicants face with regard to renewals.
As a result, we continue a policy that is incom-
prehensible: Automatically renewing rental as-
sistance subsidies nationwide for all low-in-
come families—with the sole exception being
the most vulnerable, poorest families who re-
ceive rental assistance under the Shelter Plus
Care and SHP Permanent housing homeless
programs.

This fall, in the VA-HUD conference report,
we will have a chance to get it right—that is,
to renew Shelter Plus Care and SHP perma-
nent housing renewals automatically out of the
Section 8 account for both fiscal year 2000
and fiscal year 2001, and to launch us down
the path of doing this on a permanent basis in
subsequent years.

Through both the supplemental spending bill
and the recently passed fiscal year 2001 VA-
HUD bill, he House has affirmed its support
for renewing these grants through the Section
8 account. | urge the Senate to accede to this
very reasonable approach.

In any event, | am pleased that this bill
gives-at-risk families assurance of assistance
for another year, while we work out this issue.

EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

BIG BAND SOCIETY CELEBRATES
30TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. PAUL E. KANJORSKI

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 19, 2000

Mr. KANJORSKI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to call to the attention of the House of Rep-
resentatives the efforts of the Big Band Soci-
ety of Northeastern Pennsylvania, which is
celebrating its 30th anniversary this week.

The names of landmark recording artists
such as Glenn Miller, Benny Goodman, the
Dorsey Brothers and Duke Ellington, may not
meet with instant recognition with those Ameri-
cans who grew up with MTV. But for millions
of music lovers, those artists represent the be-
loved sounds of their generation.

The Big Band Society of Northeastern
Pennsylvania is to be commended for keeping
this musical tradition alive. One way they do
this is by holding their annual gala dance each
summer at the Irem Temple Country Club in
Dallas, Pennsylvania.

Under the leadership of dedicated people
like Pat Perillo, its president, and Charlie Aten,
its treasurer, this organization, with its devoted
members, has drummed along tirelessly to
promote the tunes and the personalities of the
Big Band era and to bring that original sound
and enduring spirit to younger audiences.

Mr. Speaker, for many Americans, the Big
Band sound its much more than a style of
music—it is uniquely American and evokes
moving memories for a generation filled with
patriotism, pride and love of country.

| am pleased to honor the Big Band Society
for their part in keeping alive this important
tradition of our nation’s culture. | send my best
wishes to the members of the Society on their
30th anniversary as well as my wishes for
continued success.

—————

TRIBUTE TO THE PUERTO RICAN
PARADE AND CULTURAL ORGA-
NIZATION

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 19, 2000

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is my
pleasure to honor the activities of the Puerto
Rican Parade and Cultural Organization of
Northwest Indiana. On Sunday, July 16, 2000,
| had the privilege of attending this year’s kick-
off of the organization’s festivities, at the Puer-
to Rican Dia Del Camp Kickoff Picnic in East
Chicago, Indiana. On Thursday, July 20, 2000,
the organization will be hosting its 18th Annual
Dignitary Banquet at Hijos de Borinquen in
East Chicago, Indiana. The annual celebration
for Northwest Indiana’s Puerto Rican commu-
nity will culminate on July 22, 2000, with the
traditional festival at East Chicago’s Block Sta-
dium, and the community parade on July 23,
2000.

| especially would like to congratulate Ms.
Betty Paine, President of the Puerto Rican Pa-
rade and Cultural Organization of Northwest
Indiana, as well as all other members for their

July 19, 2000

time-honored dedication to the preservation of
their Puerto Rican heritage. Joining the cele-
bration at the Dignitary Banquet will be Mayor
Luis Oliver, of Lares, Puerto Rico, and Jose
Luis Gonzalez, Director of the Tourism Board
in Lares.

The history of Puerto Rico is one of great
pride and honor. In 1493 Columbus found the
island of Borinquen (the Amerindian name for
Puerto Rico) to be inhabited by Taino Indians,
a subgroup of the Arawak thought to have ar-
rived on the island 1,000 years before from
South America. The Taino Indians who greet-
ed Columbus showed him gold nuggets in the
river and told him to take all he wanted. The
town founded near this river was named Puer-
to Rico, or “rich port,” with the island being
named “San Juan Bautista,” for St. John the
Baptist. It was not until later that the two
names were switched.

The rich culture of the people of Puerto Rico
evolved progressively over the centuries. Im-
migrants brought influences from Europe, Afri-
ca, Asia, and other Caribbean islands to Puer-
to Rico, and blended them to create a unique
society found nowhere else. Today, more than
2 million Puerto Ricans have migrated to the
United States. The values and traditions that
were brought with them have strengthened
American society, and our country has been
enriched with the infusion of Puerto Rican cul-
ture, folklore, hospitality, and way of life.

Mr. Speaker, | ask you and my other distin-
guished colleagues to join me in commending
the Puerto Rican Parade and Cultural Organi-
zation of Northwest Indiana for its commitment
to remembering Puerto Rican heritage, as well
as its commitment to improving the quality of
life for all residents of Indiana’s First Congres-
sional District. May this year’s cultural celebra-
tion be a joyous one.

——
CONGRATULATIONS TO NATIONAL
ASSOCIATION OF FEDERAL

CREDIT UNIONS FOR ITS OUT-
STANDING FUNDRAISING CAM-
PAIGN FOR WORLD WAR II ME-
MORIAL

HON. MARCY KAPTUR

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 19, 2000

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate the National Association of Fed-
eral Credit Unions for deciding to take a lead-
ership role in helping to raise funds for the Na-
tional World War Il Memorial.

At its annual Defense Credit Union Summit,
NAFCU President Fred Becker announced
that association members will be encouraged
to make a personal donation, or by encour-
aging their credit union members to support
the memorial through a NAFCU/World War I
Memorial pledge card. Members will also be
able to use the pledge card to submit names
for the Registry of Remembrances for the Me-
morial.

| believe that all veterans and all families of
veterans will appreciate this special campaign
by the National Association of Federal Credit
Unions. | encourage all of our colleagues to
read the press release from NAFCU that | am
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