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and stable relationships within the re-
gion and globally? For just as we iso-
late China at our peril, we engage them
to our advantage.

Incorporation of China into the WTO,
and that includes granting them
PNTR, is a national imperative for the
United States.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The dis-
tinguished Senator from West Virginia
is recognized.

———

THE BELL TOLLS FOR THEE

Mr. BYRD. Mr. President, today, as
the Senate recalls the tragic loss two
years ago of two fine Capitol Police Of-
ficers, Officer Jacob J. Chestnut and
Detective John M. Gibson, our hearts
also bear fresh bruises from the loss of
a Senator and a former Senator.

Mr. President, on Saturday I traveled
with several other Senators to Atlanta,
GA, to attend the funeral of our late
Senate colleague, Paul Coverdell. Sen-
ator Coverdell’s departure from this
life had been sudden. It had come with-
out warning. Paul was only 61 and he
could look forward to many fruitful
years of service to the Nation and to
his people. But it was not to be. The
Scriptures tell us:

As for man, his days are as grass; as a flow-
er of the field, So he flourishes. For the wind
passes over it, and it is gone; and the place
thereof shall know it no more.

On Wednesday of last week, I jour-
neyed to Rhode Island with several
other Senators to pay our last respects
to a late departed former colleague,
John O. Pastore, and to commiserate
with his bereaved family and a great
host of friends. We said the last good-
bye to a man who had given much to
the service of his country and who had
retired from this body 26 years ago. A
great throng paid homage to the re-
membrance of one whom they loved
and who had served them so well, as
was the case with our beloved late col-
league, Paul Coverdell. There was a
great throng, a large church filled to
overflowing.

In both instances to which I have just
referred, the choirs sang beautifully,
the eulogies came forth from wounded
hearts, the final farewells were spoken;
then the crowds departed, and each
person went on his or her own way to
family hearth and home.

Over a long life of more than 80 years
I have traveled this same journey
many times. It is always the same. We
travel the last mile with a departed
friend and we come to the end of the
way, when we can go no farther. That
is as far as we can go. There we must
part forever—insofar as this earthly
life is concerned. From there, the loved
one must go on alone, to ‘“The undis-
covered country,’” as Shakespeare said,
“from whose bourne no traveler re-
turns’’.

So it is, and so it has been since the
very beginning of our race, and so it
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will be in all the years to come. We are

here today, and gone tomorrow.

The clock of life is wound but once,

And no man has the power to know just
when the clock will strike,

At late or early hour.

Now is the only time you have, so live, love,
work with a will;

Put no faith in tomorrow for the clock may
then be still.

Mr. President, John Pastore lived to
be the ripe old age of 93; for Paul
Coverdell, the grim reaper beckoned
earlier, and the end came at 61. For
those of us who remain on this side of
the vale of trials and tears, the mes-
sage from both of these lives is clear:
be ready, be ready to go. William
Cullen Bryant said it for you and for
me:

All that breathes will share thy destiny.
The gay will laugh when thou art gone, the
solemn brood of care plod on, and each one
as before will chase his favorite phantom;

As one who has lived in this town of
inflated egos for nearly half a century,
I can testify that William Cullen Bry-
ant had it right. I have seen the great,
the near great, those who thought they
were great, those who would never be-
come great, and each incoming wave of
life’s sea surges forward on the sands of
humanity’s rocky coast, and then, just
as quickly recedes into the vast empti-
ness of the past. But what cannot be
washed away is the love and the mem-
ory of man’s deeds and service to his
fellowman.

So, each of us will carry within our-
selves the memory of Senator Pas-
tore’s, Senator Coverdell’s, Officer
Chestnut’s, and Detective Gibson’s
deeds and service to his fellow man.
They have touched all of us, and we
have been changed by them, because it
was Tennyson who said, ‘I am part of
all that I have met.” And so, in this
small way, they live on in our hearts
and in our dedication to do good with
the hours and days that remain to us.
The poet John Donne expressed it well,
how each man’s life—and each man’s
death—touches ours:

No man is an island, entire of itself;

Every man is a piece of the continent,

A part of the main;

If a clod be washed away by the sea,

[America] is the less,

As well as if a promontory were,

As well as if a manor of thy friend’s

Or of thine own were;

Any man’s death diminishes me,

Because I am involved in mankind;

And therefore

Never send to know for
tolls:

It tolls for thee.

Mr. President, I yield the floor, and I
suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the order for the
quorum call be rescinded.

whom the bell

15845

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
KyL). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

———
ORDER OF BUSINESS

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I realize
there are some 6 minutes left under the
time agreement for the Democratic
leadership to be able to have comments
during the first hour; and then we will
have an hour under the control of Sen-
ator THOMAS. But I will use my leader
time now so we will not take the re-
maining 6 minutes of the Democratic
time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator is recognized.

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, with re-
gard to the week’s schedule, we had
hoped we would be making progress
now on the energy and water appro-
priations bill. But a disagreement de-
veloped on Friday afternoon, and we
are continuing to see if we can work
through that. I have spoken to Senator
DOMENICI, the chairman of the energy

and water appropriations sub-
committee, about trying to find a way
to proceed.

It is very important legislation for
our country. It does involve appropria-
tions for the Energy Department, the
very important nuclear weapons labs,
as well as water projects all over this
country in which Members and States
and various groups are very interested.
So I hope we can find a way to proceed
on that.

It has been held up, basically, by a
disagreement over how to handle the
water levels on the Missouri River, af-
fecting the States of North Dakota,
South Dakota, Missouri, and perhaps
others downstream. It is not easy to
reconcile or to come to an agreement
because there are very strong feelings
about it, and it is very important to
local areas. I know Senator DOMENICI is
ready to proceed. He will be over later
to make some comments about the im-
portance of this legislation.

We also hope to take up the Treas-
ury-Postal Service appropriations bill
this week. It should not be that con-
troversial. I understand there may be
some amendments to it; It may take
some time, but that is understandable.
That is fine. We could do that and still
conclude that legislation probably in a
day or so.

We had hoped that during the pend-
ency of the week we could also go to
the Commerce-State-Justice appropria-
tions bill. We had hoped to do all three
of them, or at least two of the three,
and make some progress on Commerce-
State-Justice.

We also would like to proceed to the
intelligence authorization bill. As is al-
ways the case, after the Armed Serv-
ices Defense authorization bill for the
year is done, we, in relatively short
order, then go to the intelligence au-
thorization. I do not need to talk about
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