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on the Treasury-Postal Service appro-
priations bill, the intelligence author-
ization bill, or on the energy and water
appropriations bill under some other
agreement.

I ask unanimous consent that the
mandatory quorum be waived.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. LOTT. I now withdraw the mo-
tion to proceed. I believe I have that
right.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator has that right.

———
MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate proceed
to a period for morning business for 90
minutes, equally divided in the usual
form.

Mr. DOMENICI. How much time?

Mr. LOTT. Ninety minutes. I believe
Senator KENNEDY reserved the right to
object.

Mr. KENNEDY. I will not object. Mr.
President, I will not object to that. I
want to gain recognition to explain my
position.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. LOTT. We are now in a period for
morning business.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. We are in
a period for morning business.

Mr. LOTT. I know Senator KENNEDY
seeks recognition at this time to ex-
plain his position. I will stay in the
Chamber and will be glad to respond to
questions he wants to ask.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Massachusetts.

————

ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY
EDUCATION ACT

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, I
thank the majority leader. I made the
point earlier that we did have before
the Senate the pending business, which
is the Elementary and Secondary Edu-
cation Act. It did seem, since it was
the pending business, that under the
rules generally, after the time expires
under morning business, we would go
back to that legislation.

I know the majority leader has at-
tempted to work out a process with the
minority leader to move forward the
business of the Senate. The education
bill has been the pending business since
May of this year. That has taken us
through May, through June, and
through July.

I still think we can complete the
ESEA prior to recessing this week. If
we are unable to get agreement on
these appropriations bills—I know they
are important and generally, as the
year goes on, they receive a higher pri-
ority, but it does seem to me that edu-
cation has a high priority as well. I had
thought we were going to have an op-
portunity to deal with the education
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legislation during the evenings of last
week. We were unable to do so. We got
caught up in the Agriculture appro-
priations bill.

I am wondering whether the majority
leader can give us any indication
whether he has an intention of getting
back to the Elementary and Secondary
Education Act and, if so, when that
might be because with the successful
motion the Senator has made and with
the invoking of cloture, as I under-
stand, the elementary and secondary
education bill is returned to the cal-
endar and will not be before the Senate
as the pending business. With those ac-
tions, we are returning the elementary
and secondary education bill
uncompleted to the calendar. It does
seem to me to be a priority. I am won-
dering what assurances the leader
might be able to give us on the issue.

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, if I can re-
spond to the Senator’s questions and
comments, he knows a major effort was
made last Thursday evening to come
up with an agreement on how to pro-
ceed further on the Elementary and
Secondary Education Act.

One of the problems we had then, and
we continue to have, is Senators on
both sides of the aisle have non-
germane, noneducation issues they
want to get into or, conversely, amend-
ments they do not want to be offered. I
know there had been some suggestion
that maybe the NCAA gaming issue
would be offered, and there was a feel-
ing on the Democratic side that should
not be included in the package of what
we proceed to consider.

There is at least one Senator on this
side who is interested in being able to
offer an IDEA amendment which, in
fact, relates to education, but there
was resistance to that Senator being
able to offer his amendment.

Then it got into immigration, and we
were close to working out an agree-
ment that connected, in a way, this bill
with H-1B. In the end, we could not get
the agreement. A lot of time was put in
on that by Senators on both sides. Sen-
ator DASCHLE and I worked very hard
on it. We were up the hill, down the
hill.

We will keep trying to find a way to
go back to this legislation this year
and get it completed. I have another
idea I am considering right now that
will get us back on it in a way that will
actually get it to completion. That is
my goal. I am not interested in only
going back to it and playing games
with it and having nongermane, non-
education issues poured on this bill. I
want to stick to education. I think we
can have a good debate and a lot of
amendments that are strictly related
to elementary and secondary edu-
cation. I realize the ingenuity of Sen-
ators can stretch the idea of related
amendments to education.

That is the way I would like to pro-
ceed. Right now we are having trouble
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getting agreement to do appropriations
bills and the intelligence authorization
bill. I am even worried about being able
to go forward with the commitment to
begin the proceedings on the China
PNTR tomorrow, which I still hope to
be able to do, but it is going to take
some concessions, again, as to how we
proceed to get that done.

I will be glad to keep working with
Senator KENNEDY, Senator DASCHLE,
Senator REID, Senator GREGG, and Sen-
ator ASHCROFT. I like the bill. I would
like to get it done. I would like to vote
on it just as it is myself. I do not think
we need to fix it up anymore. It does
not need more bells and whistles. Let’s
just vote. I know others have amend-
ments, and we will try to find agree-
ment.

Mr. KENNEDY. If the Senator will
yield for one more observation.

Mr. LOTT. Yes.

Mr. KENNEDY. We do know children
start back to school in late August and
early September. Time is moving
along. There were allocations of re-
sources in appropriations bills where
there has been absolutely no authoriza-
tion or statement of policy. It does
seem to me that parents, school
boards, and schoolteachers are entitled
to a full debate and discussion on these
issues and for the Senate to work its
will.

I appreciate what the Senator has
said. I hope he understands we are
going to continue to raise this issue as
we move along because I do think it is
a top priority. The American families
who have 58 million children in schools
across this country are entitled to a re-
sponse. I thank the majority leader.

Mr. LOTT. I thank Senator KENNEDY,
and I thank Senator DOMENICI for al-
lowing us to have an exchange. I know
he is anxious to get his bill done. It is
an important bill, the energy and
water appropriations bill. It means a
great deal to our country. I know he is
trying to find a way to proceed.

At this point, this is the only option
I have. I yield the floor so he may com-
ment on that.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from New Mexico.

ENERGY AND WATER
APPROPRIATIONS

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I
might suggest—and I do this in the
presence of my good friend from Massa-
chusetts; I wish the distinguished Sen-
ator from Nevada, Mr. HARRY REID,
were here. I have an observation.
Maybe I am 2 weeks ahead of time, but
I believe the plan is that the Demo-
crats are not going to let us do any-
thing of significance, literally nothing,
unless and until they get everything
they want.

The truth is, for this little period in
history—I have been here 28 years, and
it is a small piece of that—the Repub-
licans have controlled the Senate and
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