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Africa and Asia. Logging companies must halt
the flow of illegal bushmeat from their oper-
ations. Long term support for protected areas,
national parks, and buffer zones must be se-
cured to protect habitat and wildlife. Law en-
forcement capacity to enable countries to en-
force wildlife protection laws must be devel-
oped to prevent poaching. Finally, efforts must
be undertaken to help rural populations de-
velop alternative sources of protein that will re-
duce the demand for bushmeat.

While it is a formidable task, we cannot let
the desperate straights of the great apes im-
mobilize us. We must do what we can as
quickly as possible. H.R. 4320 bill is a good
step in the direction and will hopefully inspire
a broad scale effort to restore ape populations
worldwide.

Modeled after the successful and widely
supported African and Asian Elephant Con-
servation Acts, the Great Ape Conservation
Act would authorize the Secretary to provide
up to $5 million a year in grants to local wild-
life management authorities and other entities
in the ranges states to conserve and rebuild
great ape populations. This is important be-
cause without the cooperation and commit-
ment of the range states and the local com-
munities, conservation efforts cannot be suc-
cessful.

H.R. 4320 is supported by the Administra-
tion and a broad range of interest groups, and
| hope Members can support its passage
today.

Mr. SAXTON. Mr. Speaker, | rise in strong
support of H.R. 4320, the Great Ape Con-
servation Act, and | compliment the author.

Today, great apes face multiple threats to
their very survival. These include habitat de-
struction, civil wars, and an explosion in the
devastating illegal hunting of apes for the
commercial enterprise known as bushmeat
trade. Unless immediate steps are taken,
these magnificent animals will continue their
slide toward extinction. We must not allow that
to occur.

This legislation would continue the success-
ful partnership established by the African Ele-
phant Conservation Act by creating the Great
Ape Conservation Fund, which would make
grant money available to assist range state
governments and nongovernmental organiza-
tions involved in the front-line battles to protect
great apes.

These monies will complement established
programs and, at the same time, leverage ad-
ditional financial support from other organiza-
tions.

Mr. Speaker, great apes—defined as goril-
las, orangutans, chimpanzees, bonobos, and
gibbons—are listed both as endangered under
the Endangered Species Act and Appendix |
under CITES. In fact, one subspecies of go-
rilla—the mountain gorilla—made famous by
the movie, “Gorillas in the Mist,” has been
decimated to less than 700 animals, making it
more endangered than the giant panda.

These grand animals—with whom we share
98 percent of our genetic material—deserve
our help.

This bill is supported by the administration
and by a diverse group of conservation lead-
ers, including the American Zoo and Aquarium
Association, World Wildlife Fund, Wildlife Con-
servation Society, and many other organiza-
tions.
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H.R. 4320 is noncontroversial and should be
supported by all Members.

| urge an “aye” vote on this important con-
servation legislation.

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
Mr. Speaker, I have no further requests
for time, and I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. HANSEN. Mr. Speaker, I have no
further requests for time, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Utah (Mr. HANSEN)
that the House suspend the rules and
pass the bill, H.R. 4320, as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the bill,
as amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. HANSEN. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have b5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks, and to include extraneous ma-
terial on H.R. 2348, H.R. 3291, and H.R.
4320, the three bills just considered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Utah?

There was no objection.

RECOGNIZING IMPORTANCE OF
CHILDREN IN THE UNITED
STATES AND SUPPORTING

GOALS AND IDEAS OF NATIONAL
YOUTH DAY

Mr. GOODLING. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and agree to the
concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 375)
recognizing the importance of children
in the United States and supporting
the goals and ideas of National Youth
Day, as amended.

The Clerk read as follows:

H. CoN. RES. 375

Whereas national evidence indicates that
America’s youth are faced with oppressive
issues, such as violence, drugs, abuse, and
even family stress, causing the future of the
youth of the United States, and therefore the
future of the Nation, to be at risk;

Whereas youth in America, regardless of
their economic status, ethnic or cultural
heritage, or geographic location, are experi-
encing the pressures caused by contemporary
society;

Whereas although Americans realize the
challenges of today’s busy lifestyles and bal-
ancing work schedules and youth activities,
they remain committed to education, phys-
ical fitness, and civic-mindedness;

Whereas it is imperative that the people of
the United States act willfully and purposely
to secure a positive future for the Nation by
devoting time to youth, sharing traditions,
and communicating values to children in an
effort to sustain ongoing relationships with
caring adults;

Whereas America’s Promise—The Alliance
for Youth, led by General Colin L. Powell,
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United States Army (retired), is one of the
Nation’s most comprehensive nonprofit orga-
nizations dedicated to building and strength-
ening the character and competence of youth
by mobilizing the Nation to fulfill the orga-
nization’s “Five Promises’ for young people:

(1) ongoing relationships with caring
adults;

(2) safe places with structured activities
during nonschool hours;

(3) a healthy start and future;

(4) marketable skills through effective edu-
cation; and

(b) opportunities to give back through
community service;

Whereas the citizens of the United States
will celebrate American Youth Day and en-
courage all youth organizations to partici-
pate annually on a Saturday near the begin-
ning of the school year; and

Whereas American Youth Day will provide
opportunities for America’s youth to reclaim
the values which foster trust and build bet-
ter communication and which will encourage
parents, grandparents, and extended families
to recognize the importance of being in-
volved in the physical and emotional lives of
their children: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring), That the Congress—

(1) recognizes the importance of youth to
the future of the United States;

(2) supports the goals and ideas of Amer-
ican Youth Day; and

(3) encourages the people of the United
States to participate in local and national
activities that seek to fulfill the Five Prom-
ises to America’s youth, as established by
America’s Promise—The Alliance for Youth.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. GOODLING) and a
member of the minority each will con-
trol 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Pennsylvania (Mr. GOODLING).

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. GOODLING. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on House Concurrent Resolution
375.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania?

There was no objection.

Mr. GOODLING. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of
House Concurrent Resolution 375, of-
fered by my colleague, the gentleman
from Florida (Mr. McCOLLUM).

House Concurrent Resolution 375 rec-
ognizes the importance of children and
supports the goals and ideas of Amer-
ican youth today. This resolution en-
joys Dbipartisan support, and I am
pleased to have the opportunity today
to speak on behalf of it.

America’s young people, regardless of
their economic status, ethnic heritage,
or geographic location are faced every
day with difficult problems, such as vi-
olence, drug abuse, and even family
stress.
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Unfortunately, these problems also
put the future of our youth and Nation
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at risk. Yet, these same young people
are the key to the future of our coun-
try. They will eventually be making
decisions that will not only affect cur-
rent generations, but many genera-
tions to follow.

Accordingly, the people of the United
States should act purposefully to help
secure a positive future for the Nation
by devoting time to our youth, sharing
traditions and communicating moral
values to our children.

One organization dedicated to help-
ing our youth and getting adults in-
volved in the lives of children and
young people is America’s Promise, the
Alliance for Youth. This nonprofit or-
ganization chaired by General Colin
Powell is devoted to strengthening the
character and competence of children
through the fulfillment of five prom-
ises.

These five promises are: every young
person deserves ongoing relationships
with caring adults; secondly, every
young person deserves safe places with
structured activities during nonschool
hours; third, every young person de-
serves a healthy start and future;
fourth, every young person deserves
marketable skills through effective
education; and, fifth, every young per-
son deserves opportunities to give back
through community service.

Mr. Speaker, research on the impact
of these five promises is compelling.
Studies show that children and young
people who are guided by these prom-
ises are less likely to engage in nega-
tive behaviors. In fact, children that
have mentors or adults involved in
their lives are 46 percent less likely to
start using drugs, 27 percent less likely
to start using alcohol, 33 percent less
likely to hit or strike others, and 53
percent less likely to skip school.

Mr. Speaker, this concurrent resolu-
tion is very simple and straight-
forward. It rightfully recognizes the
importance of our Nation’s children. It
supports the goals and ideals of Youth
Day. American Youth Day will help to
provide opportunities for America’s
youth to reclaim the values that foster
trust and the building of better rela-
tionships with adults and others.

American Youth Day will also serve
to encourage parents, grandparents,
and extended families to be actively in-
volved in the physical and emotional
lives of their children, grandchildren
and others.

I commend the gentleman from Flor-
ida (Mr. McCoLLUM) for his leadership
on the matter, and I urge my col-
leagues to vote in support of the reso-
lution.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume, and I rise to support the
legislation.

Mr. Speaker, this is a legislative ini-
tiative offered by a member of my com-
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mittee, the gentleman from Florida
(Mr. McCoLLUM), chairman of the Sub-
committee on Crime. I am an original
cosponsor of this legislation, and I rise
to support the legislation for American
Youth Day.

It was a few years ago that Colin
Powell came to Texas, as he did to
many other States, to begin to talk to
Americans about the importance of fo-
cusing on children, the importance of
focusing on youth. We have seen the re-
sults of the devastation of the different
lives that our youth live, and that is, of
course, the challenges of violence and
drug abuse, the challenges of living in
families that have been separated.

It is important for our children to be
affirmed. This resolution affirms the
fact that our youth have the right to
have promises. Those promises include
ongoing relationships with caring
adults, safe places with structured ac-
tivities during nonschool hours, a
healthy start and future, marketable
skills through effective education, and
opportunities to give back through
community service. I would add to
that, Mr. Speaker, the opportunity for
good housing, the opportunity for good
food and to be nourished, the oppor-
tunity for good health care.

This legislation will remind this Con-
gress and remind Americans to reaf-
firm our values and our commitment
to youth.

Mr. Speaker, I say to my colleagues,
the supporters of this legislation, this
is also a resolution to support Amer-
ican Youth Day. I would like to salute
a constituent of mine, Ovide
Duncantell, who came to me some
years ago to advocate for a children’s
day. We have now come to that point,
and I hope that Americans all over the
Nation will support our commitment
to our youth and to add their support
of our youth with these five promises.

Mr. Speaker, | rise today in support of all
children, but more specifically for a sound so-
lution before the floor today, H. Con. Res.
375. This resolution titled “Recognizing the
Importance of Children in the U.S. and Sup-
porting National Youth Day” sums up in few
words, what | myself feel very strongly about.

It is indeed imperative that we take the time
to acknowledge and support our children ev-
eryday, and that as a nation we recognize all
children regardless of economic, religious, or
ethnic background. Highlighting affirmatives
steps at least one week of the year as this
resolution requests is very important.

General Colin Powell began “America’s
Promise—The Alliance for Youth” in 1997. His
dream as well as the dream of the entire orga-
nization was that as a nation we reached a
specified goal where children are concerned.

Under a National Youth Day program cer-
tain steps would be implemented to achieve
desired effects. The five main goals that are
listed in this resolution include strong relation-
ships with adults, structured after-school activi-
ties, a healthy outlook, education, and commu-
nity service.

The idea is that children will gain enrich-
ment with these elements presented if only for
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a week in schools nationwide. That the effects
of this one week in the schools will extend to
children’s personal lives, as well as infiltrating
their home to affect the entire family.

This week would encompass having the
ideas of positive adult role models that should
be present in an ongoing relationship, whether
it is in the home or through mentorship. The
week emphasizes: An increased awareness of
structured activities during non-school hours
that are available in the neighborhood, for all
children to participate in; a dedication from
each school that participates to provide
healthy starts and futures for each child in
their care; to help provide future initiatives by
establishing marketable skills through effective
education; and finally, the involvement of chil-
dren in programs that allows them to connect
to their communities through service projects.

These five combined goals will allow for
positive development within America’s homes
and schools. Recognition of youth is essential
to the well being of our country. | know this is
something we as Members of congress all un-
derstand and wish to make strides towards ac-
complishing. In the process of developing
these programs that encompass our youth, we
the members of a legislative body are taking
a much larger step in building the future of our
country.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. GOODLING. Mr. Speaker, I yield
such time as she may consume to the
gentlewoman from Maryland (Mrs.
MORELLA).

Mrs. MORELLA. Mr. Speaker, I am
one of the supporters of this. I believe
very strongly in Colin Powell’s Amer-
ica’s Promise to Youth. We have such a
program in Montgomery County in
which we engage, and I salute the
measure. Mr. Speaker, I ask for the
support of this body.

Mr. Speaker, | rise in support of H. Con.
Res. 375 which recognizes the importance of
children in the United States and encourages
the efforts of groups such as General Colin
Powell’s America’s Promise.

By establishing a Youth Day prior to the
coming school year, local communities will be
able to promote General Powell’s “Five Prom-
ises” to our nation’s youth. These ostensibly
simple promises of providing our children with
caring adults, safe places, healthy starts, mar-
ketable skills, and opportunities to serve, en-
able us to foster future generations of produc-
tive and contributing Americans.

It is crucial for our community and business
leaders to take an active role in the lives of
our youth. Each year, in my district, members
of my staff participate in a program called
“Partners in Education” which pairs busi-
nesses with schools for the purpose of tutor-
ing.

The program’s greatest strength is its direct
link to local school districts and community
leaders throughout the country. Through its
7,500 grassroots member programs, Partners
In Education connects children and classroom
teachers with corporate, education, volunteer,
government, and civic leaders. These partners
play significant roles in changing the content
and delivery of education services to children
and their families.



July 25, 2000

During the 1999-2000 school year, my staff
tutored Fourth and Fifth graders from Hall Ele-
mentary School in Gaithersburg, Maryland.
This school has an amazingly diverse student
body with 42 percent Latino, 29 percent Afri-
can American, 8 percent Asian, and 21 per-
cent White. Summit Hall also had over 62 per-
cent of its students participating in the Free
And Reduced Meals (FARM) program in their
cafeterias. By helping Principal Craig Logue
and the hard working teachers of Summit Hall,
members of my staff provided the students
they tutored with the extra one-on-one atten-
tion that they needed. The National Youth Day
legislation continues in this same spirit of serv-
ice to the youth of our nation.

| often tell educators in my district that when
you touch a rock . . . you touch the past . . .
When you touch a flower . . . you touch the
present . . . When you touch a child . . . you
touch the future.

| ask for your support of H. Con. Res. 375
and encourage all members of this body to
sponsor a Youth Day in their district.

Mr. GOODLING. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, I yield back the balance of
my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
TANCREDO). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. GOODLING) that the
House suspend the rules and agree to
the concurrent resolution, H. Con. Res.
375, as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the con-
current resolution, as amended, was
agreed to.

The title of the concurrent resolution
was amended so as to read: ‘‘Recog-
nizing the importance of children in
the United States and supporting the
goals and ideas of American Youth
Day”.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

EXPRESSING SENSE OF CONGRESS
REGARDING IMPORTANCE OF
FAMILIES EATING TOGETHER

Mr. GOODLING. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Education and the Workforce
be discharged from further consider-
ation of the concurrent resolution (H.
Con. Res. 343), expressing the sense of
the Congress regarding the importance
of families eating together, and ask for
its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania?

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, reserving
the right to object, and I will not ob-
ject, I just want to support this legisla-
tion. It is the National Eat Dinner with
your Children Day, June 19. It was re-
quested by former Secretary of HEW
Joe Califano, who now works with the
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National Center on Addiction and Sub-
stance Abuse at Columbia University
where extensive research is proven that
families that eat with their children,
the children are less likely to engage in
illegal activities, illegal drugs, ciga-
rettes and alcohol.

Mr. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
in support of H. Con. Res. 343, the National
Eat Dinner With Your Children Day Resolu-
tion. This legislation recognizes the impor-
tance of families eating together in order to
help reduce substance abuse among teen-
agers.

As many of you know, | am a proud father
of three wonderful sons. My wife, Ingrid, and
| have always made it a priority for our family
to sit down together for dinner. During our din-
ner conversations, Ingrid and | would inquire
as to what each of our children accomplished
or struggled with that day. We offered words
of wisdom and support to our children
throughout their formidable years and fostered
the notion we would always be there for them
in times of need. It is my belief that these con-
sistent family times also served to make our
children confident and responsible decision-
makers.

The idea for this resolution grew out of re-
search done by the National Center on Addic-
tion and Substance abuse at Columbia Univer-
sity (CASA). In its latest survey, CASA found
the more often a child eats dinner with his or
her parents, the less likely that child is to
smoke, drink, or use illegal drugs. The result
was consistent throughout the five years of the
CASA survey, but never in as striking a man-
ner as in the most recent survey.

The survey showed that teens from families
who almost never eat dinner together are 72
percent more likely than the average teen to
use illegal drugs, cigarettes, and alcohol, while
those from families who almost always eat
dinner together are 31 percent less likely than
the average teen to engage in these activities.
In an effort to raise awareness about the pow-
erful impact parents can have on their chil-
dren’s decisions about the drug use, Con-
gressman RANGEL and | felt compelled to in-
troduce this resolution to show the nation
cares about our youth. We want America’s
children to know we will stand behind them as
they deal with the growing pressures prevalent
as an adolescent.

| thank Congressman RANGEL for his efforts
in bringing this measure to the floor. | enthu-
siastically support H. Con. Res. 343, the Na-
tional Eat Dinner With Your Children Day, and
encourage my colleagues to vote in support of
this important resolution.

Mr. LARSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
support of H. Con. Resolution 343, regarding
the importance of families eating together. |
would like to commend my colleague Mr. RAN-
GEL for bringing this important piece of legisla-
tion to my attention and the attention of the
American people. Families eating together
have long been a pillar of American Family
Life and should be part future generations as
well. Family Dinners are a dying commaodity or
infrequent at best. Having dinner as a family
opens up communication lines between par-
ents and their children. One will know more
and have more influence on their child if they
spend time talking to them. What better time
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to talk and communicate, then sitting around
the dinner table sharing a meal. We need to
spend more time with our children to influence
them to do their best in school, to avoid to-
bacco, alcohol, illegal drugs and to make them
productive, healthy citizens.

One of my constituents, Chris Lenihan, who
is now an intern in my office, a nice young
gentleman, told me that he had dinner as a
family every night when he lived at home. He
has benefited greatly from the discussion at
the dinner table and feels that his parents
David and Midge had a great impact on him
as result of eating dinner every night as a
family.

We need to make sure that the Youth of
America grow up to become healthy produc-
tive citizens. We can start by having more din-
ners with our families. | realize that parents
can not immediately have dinner every night
with their children, but establishing a National
“Eat Dinner with Your Children Day” is a step
in the right direction. | fully support this resolu-
tion and urge the rest of my colleagues to do
the same.

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, I with-
draw my reservation of objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania?

There was no objection.

The Clerk read the concurrent reso-
lution, as follows:

H. CoN. RES. 343

Whereas the use and abuse of illegal drugs,
nicotine, and alcohol are the greatest threat
to the health and well-being of American
children;

Whereas parental influence is one of the
most crucial factors in determining the like-
lihood of teenage substance abuse;

Whereas family dinners have long been a
pillar of American family life;

Whereas the correlation between the fre-
quency of family dinners and the risk of sub-
stance abuse is well documented;

Whereas surveys conducted by the Na-
tional Center on Addiction and Substance
Abuse at Columbia University have found,
for each of the past 4 years, that children
and teenagers who routinely eat dinner with
their families are far less likely to use ille-
gal drugs, cigarettes, and alcohol;

Whereas, according to these surveys, teen-
agers from families that seldom eat dinner
together are 72 percent more likely than the
average teenager to use illegal drugs, ciga-
rettes, and alcohol, and teenagers from fami-
lies that eat dinner together are 31 percent
less likely than the average teenager to use
illegal drugs, cigarettes, and alcohol;

Whereas one method for families to eat
dinner together more often would be for
them to select a recurring occasion for doing
s0, such as the third Monday of each month;
and

Whereas a National Eat-Dinner-With-Your-
Children Day on Monday, June 19, 2000,
would encourage families to eat together:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring), That it is the sense of the
Congress that—

(1) eating dinner together is a critical step
for a family in raising healthy, drug-free
children; and

(2) a National Eat-Dinner-With-Your-Chil-
dren Day should be established in order to
encourage families to eat together as often
as possible.
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