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Despite these encouraging statistics, there 

is still more work that needs to be done. Even 
though the number of small business export-
ers tripled, they form less than one percent of 
all small business in the United States. Even 
among these cutting-edge firms, nearly two- 
thirds of small business exporters sold to just 
one foreign market in 1997. In fact, 76 percent 
of small business exporters sold less than 
$250,000 worth of goods abroad. In other 
words, these are ‘‘casual’’ exporters. The key 
is to encourage more small businesses to 
enter the trade arena and then to prod ‘‘Cas-
ual’’ small business exporters into becoming 
more active. 

Increasing the availability of export finance 
can help achieve this goal. I urge my col-
leagues to join me in supporting the Export 
Working Capital Loan Improvement Act of 
2000. 

f 

HONORING MINNIE ELIZABETH 
SAPP 

HON. VAN HILLEARY 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 25, 2000 

Mr. HILLEARY. Mr. Speaker, it is with great 
joy that I honor Minnie Elizabeth Sapp, who 
recently celebrated her one-hundredth birth-
day. Mrs. Sapp had the rare fortune of seeing 
a complete century unfold. It was on July 12, 
1900 that Mrs. Sapp was born—in the log 
house built by her grandfather, James 
Waymon Mitchell, on Lost Creek in White 
County, and it was on July 12, 2000 that we 
celebrated her one-hundredth birthday. 

On Christmas Day in 1921, Mrs. Sapp mar-
ried Homer Floyd Sapp in the same room in 
the log house where she was born. The cou-
ple traveled by buggy to Homer’s father’s 
home, at what is now Rim Rock Mesa at Bon 
Air. Six years later they moved to a forty-acre 
farm on Corolla Road. 

The couple has seven children. The two 
boys died as infants, and sadly one daughter, 
Helen, passed away at 14. The other four 
daughters survived: Josephine, Norma, Eve-
lyn, and Betty. Although her husband Homer 
died in 1980, Mrs. Sapp continues to live at 
the farm that the couple moved to 73 years 
ago. 

In 1993, Mrs. Sapp wrote her personal 
memoirs, and among her memories are recol-
lections of lighting the house with coal lamps 
and making lye and soap. The United States 
has changed much since the days of her 
childhood, but her memories of quilting, walk-
ing barefoot to free school and later attending 
boarding school at Pleasant Hill Academy, 
carrying water from the spring, and keeping 
the fire going year round have shaped a 
strong, loving woman who is devoted to her 
family and friends. 

Two weeks ago I had the honor of attending 
Mrs. Sapp’s birthday celebration, and on the 
16th of July the Bon Air United Methodist 
Church honored her with a service, singing, 
and presentation of a plaque. The family and 
friends who surround her serve as a testament 
to the impact this amazing woman has on all 
who meet her. 

Truly, Minnie Elizabeth Sapp is a blessing to 
her community. Mrs. Sapp’s devotion to family 
and religion has seen her through 100 years, 
and I am confident that it is her love of life 
which will fill every day that is to come. That 
is why it is the spirit of all who know and love 
her that I wish to congratulate Mrs. Sapp on 
her one-hundredth birthday celebration. 

f 

RECOGNIZING JOHN RUSSELL 
BERGENDAHL AND THE CROM-
WELL CHILDREN’S HOME’S 100TH 
ANNIVERSARY 

HON. JOHN B. LARSON 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 25, 2000 

Mr. LARSON. Mr. Speaker, today I recog-
nize a true World War II hero, John Russell 
Bergendahl. For most of his brief life, Mr. 
Bergendahl was a resident at the Cromwell 
Children’s Home in my district, which is cele-
brating its 100th anniversary this year. He 
lived at the Home until his graduation from 
Middletown High School, and this year his 
classmates are holding their 60th class re-
union in his honor. 

While his unique role and his supreme sac-
rifice on D-Day are paramount in this recogni-
tion, it is also important to emphasize the ex-
ample Mr. Bergendahl provided to so many of 
his peers as a friend, a serious academic stu-
dent, an outstanding athlete, and a depend-
able worker during his years at the Children’s 
Home. 

Although an only child whose parents died 
early in his life. Mr. Bergendahl never reflected 
on his family tragedy. He had a remarkably 
positive attitude, an outgoing personality, and 
the physical and mental discipline needed for 
military service at the time, and would have 
been the key to his success in civilian life. He 
was a model resident at the Cromwell Chil-
dren’s Home, a reflection of the dedication of 
its staff and its program. 

Russ Bergendahl and Jim Broman, who first 
brought Mr. Bergendahl’s story to my atten-
tion, were in military training when they last 
met in Cromwell several months before being 
sent to England in early 1944. During that 
meeting, Mr. Bergendahl expressed that he 
did not expect to survive the war because of 
his assignment to the 82nd Airborne. Although 
Jim and Russ attempted to meet again when 
they were deployed overseas, these attempts 
were futile because Jim’s assignment to the 
101st Airborne, also limited outside contact 
prior to D-Day. 

After D-Day, Mr. Broman was unable to 
learn anything about his friend Russ until 
nearly two weeks later when he was told that 
a Bergendahl was killed by a sniper six days 
after the invasion. It was not until 55 years 
later when Mr. Broman returned to Normandy 
and visited Russ Bergendahl’s grave at 
Omaha Beach that he learned Russ was actu-
ally killed on D-Day, June 6, 1944, after the 
American landing. 

It is not possible to document, or likely even 
comprehend, what Mr. Bergendahl experi-
enced when he landed in Normandy prior to 
the massive airborne landings conducted by 

the 82nd and 101st Airborne Divisions a few 
hours later. He may have merited the highest 
of military honors, but none of us will ever 
know. However, we do know that his sacrifice 
and service is what allows us all to be here 
today to remember him under the banner of 
liberty and freedom he fought to maintain, and 
for that we should honor him as a true hero. 

The 100th anniversary of the Cromwell Chil-
dren’s Home is an appropriate occasion to es-
tablish and maintain a memorial to John Rus-
sell Bergendahl at the place where he made 
his home for most of his brief life. This memo-
rial is a tribute to his courage and bravery, 
and also recognizes the contribution of the 
Cromwell Children’s Home and the many dedi-
cated staff members to the lives of children, 
such as John Russell Bergendahl, during their 
100 years of service. Therefore, I urge my col-
leagues to join with me in this tribute to re-
member the life of John Russell Bergendahl. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JAMES E. ROGAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 25, 2000 

Mr. ROGAN. Mr. Speaker, I unfortunately 
missed rollcall No. 429, a vote to suspend the 
rules and pass H.R. 4700, a bill to grant the 
consent of Congress to the Kansas and Mis-
souri Metropolitan Culture District Compact. 
Had I been present, I would have voted in the 
affirmative. 

f 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT OF 
NATO AIRSTRIKES ON THE 
FORMER REPUBLIC OF YUGO-
SLAVIA 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 25, 2000 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, Dr. Vojin 
Joksimovich, a well respected scholar of the 
Balkans, has given a thorough analysis of the 
environmental impact that the NATO airstrikes 
have had on the ecosystem of the Former Re-
public of Yugoslavia. His research and anal-
ysis are profound and compelling, that I am in-
serting them into the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 
so it may become public knowledge. 

ENVIRONMENTAL ASPECTS OF YUGOSLAV 
RECONSTRUCTION: NATO ECOCIDE IN SERBIA 

(By Vojin Joksimovich, Kennedy School of 
Government-Harvard University, April 25, 
2000) 

INTRODUCTION 
In considering America’s role in the world, 

it is worth starting from the premise that 
this has in general been extremely beneficial 
and positive. America’s contributions to the 
defeat of the twin menaces of fascism and 
communism in this century are events of 
epic proportions. I myself am a refugee from 
Tito’s brand of communism and my daughter 
fled from Milosevic’s version. So I am per-
sonally grateful for America’s role in com-
bating this twin menace. 

With this positive image of America’s role 
in the front of my mind, I take no pleasure 
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in saying that NATO’s Kosovo war does not 
fit this positive pattern. In fact it was a 
source of evil. Many of the charges against 
the war are familiar to you: that it was ille-
gal, unnecessary, counter-productive, dam-
aging to global US interests and so on. I dis-
cuss all of these in my book ‘‘Kosovo Crisis: 
A Study in Foreign Policy Mismanagement.’’ 

Today, however, I want to draw on my pro-
fessional background as a nuclear and indus-
trial safety specialist to discuss an aspect 
with which you may be less familiar, namely 
the huge environmental catastrophe that 
was wrought by NATO. As a part of my pro-
fessional career, I have studied the anatomy 
of catastrophic nuclear and non-nuclear ac-
cidents such as Chernobyl, Three Mile Is-
land, Bhopal, Challenger, Piper Alpha, and 
others. As a member of the National Acad-
emy of Sciences Committee, I have studied 
oil spills such as the Exxon Valdez, Amoco 
Cadiz and many others. These were however, 
caused by man (operators) or management 
negligence. 

Indeed, I want to introduce you to a new 
term added by NATO to the vocabulary of 
war. This is ecocide. For those with environ-
mental background this is a familiar con-
cept. But it may be new for students of war. 
I mean by ecocide in this context the delib-
erate and conscious causation of environ-
mental damage to achieve war aims. In his-
tory, we have seen many instances of inci-
dental damage to the environment caused by 
war. For example, dropping of atomic bombs 
on Japan to terminate WWII. As a matter of 
fact, wartime environmental damage is as 
old as the bible. The old testament states 
that ‘‘the trees in the battlefield are not men 
that you should besiege them’’ and it advised 
‘‘not to cut down trees and not to kill ani-
mals in the enemy territory.’’ 

But my assertion is that, through NATO’s 
use of contemporary precision weapons to 
demolish the infrastructure and poison the 
human habitat not as a byproduct of war but 
as pro-active instrument of war policy, the 
Kosovo war broke new ground. It is a new 
phenomenon. This justifies the use of the 
new word in military vocabulary-ecocide. It 
is a chilling concept. I hope by focusing on it 
today, we can raise such abhorrence for it 
that a consensus will be formed that ecocide 
cannot and should not ever be used again by 
civilized nations. At least in this way the 
cruel suffering of the Serbian people will 
bear some positive fruit. 

NATO ECOCIDE IN SERBIA 
Almost daily attacks on the chemical, pe-

trochemical, pharmaceutical plants, plastic 
factories, refineries, fuel storage tanks, and 
the electric power grid have caused numer-
ous industrial accidents throughout Serbia. 
Chemical substances released plus depleted 
uranium (DU) are carcinogenic, mutagenic, 
toxic, and as such cause perilous con-
sequences to human, plant, and animal life. 
Most of these substances are unlikely to kill 
people instantly. Soaked into the soil they 
percolate into the aquifer and hence the peo-
ple of Serbia and the entire region will be re-
peatedly exposed to them. Large quantities 
of ammonium and ammonium elements, oil 
and oil derivatives, acids, and alkali leaked 
into rivers—including the Danube River de-
stroying aquatic flora and fauna. The Dan-
ube, Europe’s most important waterway that 
runs almost 2,000 miles through 11 countries, 
is partially dead, although it provides drink-
ing water for some 10 million people. Fur-
thermore, one must take into account effect 
on the habitat and the ozone layer of ker-
osene, which fueled over 1200 NATO planes 
participating in destruction of Yugoslavia. 

Herewith, we are dealing with deliberate 
and calculated poisoning of the human habi-
tat. According to a NATO spokesman, tar-
geting encompasses an environmental assess-
ment. Hence, the consequences should have 
been known. Chris Hedges, reporting in the 
New York Times, called NATO officials in 
Belgium who told him that the environ-
mental damage caused by the attack was 
taken into consideration. ‘‘When targeting is 
done we take into account all possible ‘col-
lateral damage’, be it environmental, 
human, or to civilian infrastructure.’’ It is 
apparent that NATO showed disregard for 
human life and the environment. We are 
talking about low intensity chemical and ra-
diological warfare banned under the Geneva 
Convention and by the International Court. 
It is also a violation of the 1992 Rio Declara-
tion on the Environment and Development, 
which explicitly protects the environment 
during war conflicts. This is a hideous stain 
on the moral fabric of the U.S. and its NATO 
allies. 

In this country we celebrate the Earth 
Day. The Clinton-Gore administration takes 
a great pride in its environmental record. 
The environmental goals have been incor-
porated into the mainstream of U.S. foreign 
policy. In her April 10 speech to the World 
Resources Institute Secretary Albright stat-
ed: ‘‘Our citizens cannot be secure if the air 
we breathe, the food we grow and the water 
we drink are at risk because the global envi-
ronment is in danger.’’ This is well said. My 
point is that we embrace environmentalism 
as a domestic priority. We should not sub-
vert this internationally as we did by delib-
erate poisoning of Serbia, Balkans and East-
ern Europe. 

PANCEVO HOT SPOT 
NATO repeatedly pounded Pancevo, a town 

of 80,000 inhabitants, located on the Danube 
river only 12 miles from Belgrade with its 2 
million population. Pancevo is a major in-
dustrial complex including a petrochemical 
plant, a fertilizer plant, and a major oil re-
finery. An artificial canal carries wastewater 
and stormwater runoff directly into the Dan-
ube. NATO destroyed all 3 major industrial 
plants with bombs and missiles: City Refin-
ery (seven attacks), Petrohemija petro-
chemical plant (two airstrikes), and Azotara 
fertilizer nitrogen processing plant. 
Petrohemija and the oil refinery were lev-
eled. Various noxious substances were re-
leased into the environment either directly 
or as a result of fires. Fires raged for 10 days. 
The cloud of smoke was more than 10 miles 
long. The sun was blotted out for a day. 
Black rain fell on the city and surroundings. 
Much of the town’s population was evacu-
ated following the strikes on April 17/18. 

The following substances were intensely 
released from the refinery as a result of 
burning of 80,000 tons of oil and oil products: 
CO2, NOX, soot and polycyclic aromatic hy-
drocarbons (PAHs). Strikes at the petro-
chemical polyvinyl (PVC) plant and the am-
monia and nitrogen fertilizer plant destroyed 
a reservoir with 1200 tons of vinyl chloride 
monomer (VCM) and 6 train cisterns of 30 
tons of VCM each. 8 tons of metallic mercury 
leaked in the electrolysis system. Only 200 
kg reached the wastecanal and 50–100 kg 
were found on the concrete floor. The rest 
likely evaporated. As a preventive measure 
250 tons of liquid ammonia were released 
into the canal. 

Fears of birth defects have tormented preg-
nant women. Mark Fineman reported in the 
Los Angeles Times, physicians recommend 
that all women who were in town on April 18, 
1999 avoid pregnancy for at least the next 2 

years. Women who were less than 9 weeks 
pregnant were advised to obtain abortions. 

NOVI SAD 
With 180,000 population, Novi Sad, located 

on the Danube river, is second largest city in 
FRY. NATO heavily targeted it with rail and 
road bridges across the river destroyed to-
gether with water pipelines carried by the 
bridges. Another principal target was the 
city oil refinery located only about a mile 
upstream from the filtration wells used for 
the city’s water supply. The groundwater 
table beneath the refinery is located only 1– 
2 m below the surface. The water supply of 
Novi Sad was contaminated after 100 fuel 
tanks and the refinery was hit 12 times spew-
ing oil. About 73,000 tons of crude oil and oil 
products burnt or leaked. Novi Sad streets 
were drenched with slimy, sooty rainwater. 
Danube was heavily contaminated. Even vast 
quantities of fire-extinguishing foam needed 
to control the 11-day blaze pose their own ec-
ological threat. 

OTHER TOWNS 
Other places have been affected, such as 

Kragujevac, Kostolac, Lazarevac, Nis, Bel-
grade, Boor, Pharos and Smederevo. Bomb-
ings of the Zastava car factory in Kragujevac 
resulted in high levels of PCB’s and dioxins; 
high levels of PCBs around high voltage 
transformers, contaminated water tanks. 
Some of the transformers used the highly 
toxic and cancerous coolant piralen. Severe 
air pollution from sulfur dioxide emissions, 
PCB contamination at transformer stations 
in the town of Bor in Eastern Serbia near the 
Bulgarian border. 

APRIL 17/18 SIMULTANEOUS RELEASES 
Essentially simultaneous releases of 

smoke plumes occurred from April 17/18 
bombings of Pancevo and Novi Sad with the 
burning rate of 2000 tons per hour during the 
first 12 hours. With the methodology applied 
in the case of the Kuwait oil smoke plume, 
Prof. of Environmental Studies at Belgrade’s 
Alternative Educational Network, Zorro 
Vukmirovic, and the Belgrade Institute of 
Meteorology estimated the trajectories of 
air pollution using the ETA model. The anal-
yses show that the pollutants moved east-
ward over Romania, Bulgaria, Moldavia, 
Ukraine and the Black Sea. The lower level 
trajectories from Pancevo indicate pollutant 
tansport towards the Belgrade area in the 
first day. The regional transport of PAHs, 
dioxins and furans originating from Pancevo 
were registered at Xanthi in Greece. 

OTHER BEYOND FRY EFFECTS 
Rumania reported acid rain. The pH level 

of the rain stood at 5 indicating acidity in-
stead of the normal level of 7. In many towns 
in the southwestern region, crops and forests 
were damaged and leaves fell from trees. 
Vineyards and crops in the southern region 
were also damaged. Bulgarian farmers near 
the towns of Kula and Belogradcik reported 
that flowers fell from fruit trees and vegeta-
bles began to rot on their land. Measure-
ments of pollutants in northern Greece 
showed rising levels of toxin on the days the 
wind blew south. In Macedonia, radiation 
levels had risen 8 times over. Moldavia and 
Ukraine were affected as well. 

UN ENVIRONMENT PROJECT REPORT 
In late October, 1999 the UN Environ-

mental Program and the UN Center for 
Human Settlements (UNCHS) issued a Bal-
kan Task Force (BTF) report titled: ‘‘The 
Kosovo Conflict: Consequences for the Envi-
ronment.’’ The BTF, led by former Finnish 
Environment Minister Pekka Haavisto, has 
delivered the report in timely and profes-
sional manner. The report’s highlights are as 
follows: 
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The BTF established an international sci-

entific team from 19 countries, and organized 
five technical missions to FRY. Govern-
ments of the following countries provided 
the funding: Austria, Denmark, Finland, 
France, Germany, The Netherlands, Norway, 
Sweden and United Kingdom. The U.S., while 
the principal aggressor, did not participate. 

The BTF concentrated on the following 
five areas: (a) Environmental consequences 
of air strikes on industrial sites; (b) Environ-
mental consequences of the conflict on the 
Danube River; (c) Consequences of the con-
flict on biodiversity in protected area; (d) 
Consequences of the conflict for human set-
tlements and the environment in Kosovo; (e) 
Possible use of DU weapons in Kosovo. 

The BTF concluded that, while the conflict 
caused widespread physical destruction, it 
did not cause an environmental catastrophe 
affecting the Balkans region as a whole. Nev-
ertheless, pollution detected at some sites 
poses a threat to human life. The BTF iden-
tified environmental hot spots in the four 
areas: Pancevo, Kragujevac, Novi Sad and 
Bor. Immediate remedial action from a hu-
manitarian viewpoint and further moni-
toring and analyses were called for in order 
to avoid further damage to human health 
and ecology. Specific recommendations for 
the four hot spots have been developed. 

Laboratory analyses of samples taken from 
the Danube sediment and biota revealed sig-
nificant chronic pollution, both upstream 
and downstream of the sites directly affected 
by the conflict. The report strongly rec-
ommended carrying out follow-up moni-
toring with extension of the sampling to the 
confluence of major tributaries and to de-
velop and implement an appropriate moni-
toring program compatible with the inter-
national standards. There is urgent need for 
the FRY to be integrated within inter-
national framework, which has been affected 
by the sanctions. 

More than hundred craters were found in 
the Fruska Gora National Park. Craters 
were found in the Kopaonik and Zlatibor Na-
tional Parks. A general conclusion is that 
conservation of biological diversity has suf-
fered from the conflict and the sanctions. 

While the BTF report represented a signifi-
cant step in assessment of environmental 
consequences of the NATO aggression its 
scope was limited. As an example, the BTF 
team did not visit the Panecevo site until 
late July while most severe consequences 
have probably occurred during the April 17/18 
NATO bombings. No computer simulations 
were done to assess impact immediately 
after bombing raids. In case of Novi Sad, sig-
nificant discrepancies exist between UNEP 
data and those generated by the Novi Sad 
University Chemical Engineering Lab. In 
ability to get documentation from NATO re-
garding use of DU in Kosovo has prevented 
the BTF from arriving at meaningful conclu-
sions for the impact of DU use on public 
health. Use of DU in Southern Serbia was 
not taken into account. It appears that co-
operation with the FRY government was 
limited. 

FOCUS 
A team of Russian, Greek, Austrian, and 

Swiss experts, representing the FOCUS coun-
tries, issued a preliminary report on August 
14, 1999. The principal conclusion is that 
Yugoslavia faces ecological disaster unless 
urgent measures are taken in the worst af-
fected areas to prevent a ‘‘possible environ-
mental collapse’’. Pancevo tops the list, fol-
lowed by Novi Sad, Smederevo, Pristina, Nis, 
and Bor. 

Some 8 tons of mercury had seeped from 
the electrolysis plant in Pancevo, posing a 

danger to human health and the environ-
ment in the Danube basin. ‘‘The release of 
petroleum, oil, diesel and fertilizers into the 
soil and water reservoirs has resulted in the 
contamination of nearby facilities, towns, 
villages, water and mud in channels and riv-
ers, including the Danube. This could result 
in changes in the ecological balance in the 
region and irreversible mutation in plants 
and animals.’’ 

DU 
NATO used armor-piercing shells loaded 

with the DU. This was officially confirmed in 
a letter from NATO Secretary General 
George Robertson to UN Secretary General 
Kofi Annan. Robertson wrote that the U.S. 
Air Force A–10 ‘‘tankbuster’’ had con-
centrated their operations in disclosed parts 
of Kosovo but many missions were carried 
out outside those areas. 

DU, a waste product of uranium enrich-
ment, is essentially a radioactive waste 1.7 
times denser than lead. As a waste product, 
it costs nothing. Its kinetic energy is suffi-
cient to penetrate tank armor or concrete 
bunkers. It is both radioactive and toxic. 
Upon impact, the DU core partially ignites 
producing uranium oxide in particulates of 
between 0.5 and 5 microns in size. The aer-
osol can spread over several hundred miles, 
depending on wind conditions. If inhaled or 
ingested, it stays in the body 10 or more 
years (practically it does not decay because 
of long half-life)—irradiating the tissue 
around it. One ‘‘hot particle’’ in the lungs is 
equivalent to one chest x-ray every hour of 
every day for the rest of one’s life. It is im-
possible to remove—slow irradiation takes 
place resulting in radiation sickness and pre-
mature death. The uranium oxide goes into 
the soil as well. DU’s chemical toxicity pres-
ently even greater danger to human health 
in the short term after exposure. The kidney 
is the target organ. DU is incorporated into 
the soil taken up by vegetables, and children 
can handle the shrapnel. 

DU has been previously used in Iraq and 
Bosnia. According to the Pentagon, 400,000 
American and British soldiers were exposed 
to this DU aerosol in the Gulf War. About 
200,000 of them have sought medical care 
since the war and about 115,000 have been di-
agnosed as having Gulf War Syndrome. Dr. 
Hari Sharma, of the University of Waterloo 
in Ontario, predicted an increase of 20,000– 
100,000 fatal cancers in veterans and Iraqi 
citizens. An Iraqi pediatric oncologist claims 
that childhood leukemia has risen 600 per-
cent in areas of Iraq where DU was used. 
Stillbirths, births or abortions of fetuses 
with monstrous abnormalities, and other 
cancers in children born since 1991 have also 
been found. In 1996, the DU issue was brought 
up before the UN Human Rights Tribunal in 
Geneva. The tribunal condemned it and 
called it a weapon of mass destruction. Dr. 
Sharma has written to all NATO heads of 
State asking them to eliminate DU muni-
tions from their arsenals. 

The Pentagon sponsored a Special Over-
sight Board headed by former senator War-
ren Rudman that produced an interim re-
port, which recommended further studies. On 
the basis of studies by Pentagon and the 
Rand Corp., radiation was ruled out in the 
Gulf War illness thus far. A veterans group, 
the National Gulf War Resources Center, de-
nounced the panel’s findings as an ‘‘incom-
plete whitewash and failure’’. In addition to 
Dr. Sharma, Doug Rokke, a major in the 
U.S. Army Reserve’s Medical Service Corps, 
is one of the biggest critics of the Pentagon. 

It appears that revelations about ‘‘friendly 
fire’’ forced the Pentagon to admit the use of 

DU during the Gulf War. 29 American vehi-
cles were contaminated by DU on the battle-
field. 15 Soldiers killed and more than 60 in-
jured by fire from DU arms. Rokke, a health 
physicist, was in charge of DU decontamina-
tion after the Gulf War in Iraq, Kuwait, and 
Saudi Arabia. Within 2 weeks upon return to 
the U.S., Rokke and other team members 
began developing health problems. In the 8 
years since, some have died and most devel-
oped health problems. Rokke himself has dif-
ficulty breathing. His lungs are scarred and 
he has skin problems and damaged kidney. A 
urinalysis conducted 3 years later, showed a 
uranium level 4000 times higher than the 
U.S. safety limit of 0.1 micrograms per liter. 
‘‘The Department of Defense doesn’t want to 
admit that DU is harmful because they don’t 
want the liability.’’ 

The British Government has been accused 
of a cover-up after the new evidence emerged 
proving that British soldiers suffered mas-
sive radiation poisoning in the Gulf. The re-
sults of urine analysis, performed by a Cana-
dian geochemist and 500,000 times more accu-
rate, were withheld from the public. The 
Government-appointed scientific advisor. 
Prof. Malcolm Hooper, views the Canadian 
results reliable and advocates a thorough in-
vestigation not only for Gulf War Veterans 
but also for those troops serving in Kosovo. 

In spite of the above, the Pentagon con-
firmed that it has no plans for clean-up, de-
spite the presence of NATO troops! Thus the 
hazard to Kosovo civilians and NATO troops 
is ignored. DU clean up is difficult and cost-
ly. The entire top layer of soil—roughly one 
foot deep—would have to be removed and dis-
posed of. On October 4, 1992 an Israeli El Al 
cargo jet crashed in a fireball in Amsterdam 
killing 43 people. The plane contained 380-kg 
counterweights made of DU. Surface soil 
layer of 40 cm had been removed from the 
crash area. 

The Sunday Times reported that 12 British 
servicemen are preparing to sue the British 
government. The Belgian government has 
begun a systematic review of the health of 
its 14,000 troops it sent to Kosovo. 

YUGOSLAV MINISTRY REPORT 
The author wishes to acknowledge receipt 

of a comprehensive report produced by the 
Yugoslav Ministry for Development, Science 
and Environment titled ‘‘Consequences of 
NATO Bombing on the Environment of 
FRY.’’ However, well-documented material 
in this report, other than the DU portion, 
has not been utilized in this write-up since it 
arrived only hours before this paper was fi-
nalized. 

It is the only report, which has addressed 
the use of DU. The claim is that NATO’s A– 
10A planes have used DU ammunition south 
of the 44-degree latitude including sites out-
side Kosovo: seven in Serbia and one in Mon-
tenegro. Evidence presented is samples and 
ammunition remains of 30 mm API PGI–14B 
and the land contamination with U–238. The 
coordinates of contaminated areas are 
marked and defined. 

Tests in southern Serbia show soil samples 
containing concentrations of uranium over a 
1000 times the natural level used as a prin-
ciple for decontamination considerations. 
British biologist Roger Coghill said: 

‘‘This is the best first hard evidence con-
firming fears of scientists that parts of 
former Yugoslavia have been turned into nu-
clear wasteland. On these figures, I have no 
hesitation in predicting 10,000 deaths and 
massive increase in cancers and baby de-
formities as we have seen in Iraq.’’ 

The report suggests that some mitigating 
measures have been undertaken including 
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medical examinations of exposed individuals. 
However, the cost of decontamination or 
cleanup was characterized as prohibitive and 
cannot be done without the international 
aid. The report is dated February 2000 and it 
is not clear why the FRY government waited 
until April to approve it. 

CONCLUSIONS 
I hope you agree that I have made a con-

vincing case that NATO’s deliberate tar-
geting and destruction of the environment in 
Serbia and the wider Southeast European re-
gion represents a new and deeply troubling 
escalation of man’s inhumanity to man. I be-
lieve that the evidence is there to suggest 
that innocent lives of existing and even fu-
ture generations have been shortened as a di-
rect result of NATO’s actions. 

There seem to be two main conclusions: 
In the short-term Serbia needs and is enti-

tled to reconstruction aid from the NATO 
member states. NATO has a moral duty to 
make good the illegal destruction it caused. 
The economic sanctions against the Serbian 
people must be lifted immediately. The FRY 
must be allowed to rejoin international orga-
nizations it legitimately belongs to; 

For the longer term, we must unite to 
identify ecocide as a crime against humanity 
on a level with genocide and other war 
crimes. We must ensure that we, the civ-
ilized countries of the world, undertake 
never to use ecocide again. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF CHIEF KEVIN 
J. CONNOLLY FOR OUTSTANDING 
SERVICE 

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 25, 2000 

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, it is with great 
pleasure that today I pay tribute to a dedicated 
and highly respected member of the North 
Haven Police Department—and a dear 
friend—whose decision to retire ended a ca-
reer in law enforcement which spanned thirty 
years. Chief Kevin J. Connolly leaves a legacy 
of integrity and commitment to excellence 
which will not be forgotten by his fellow offi-
cers or the citizens of North Haven. 

Kevin has dedicated nearly a third of his ca-
reer to leading the Department of Police Serv-
ices with dignity and commitment. He has had 

a profound effect on the quality of life in North 
Haven. Nine departmental commendations, as 
well as various other professional accolades 
from local and national agencies, including the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation and the United 
States Secret Service, reflect the commitment 
and devotion Kevin has given to North Haven 
and its residents. Throughout his career, Kevin 
has exemplified the best qualities we asso-
ciate with law enforcement officials. 

I have had the distinct pleasure of working 
with Kevin on several issues in the time I have 
served in Congress. He was a tremendous 
help to me and my staff on the Violent Crime 
Control and Law Enforcement Act of 1994, 
lending not only his knowledge and expertise, 
but his strong support as well. More recently 
he has been an invaluable resource for the 
many forums I have held on youth violence. 
As our community grapples with the pressing 
issue of school violence, Kevin’s efforts never 
cease to exceed everyone’s expectations. Un-
derstanding that our young people need to 
trust their local police force, Kevin has imple-
mented community policing in the North 
Haven school district, fostering relationships 
with the students and curbing violence. His 
advocacy and hard work is a remarkable ex-
ample of how law enforcement officials can 
partner with the community to ensure that our 
children are safe in their classrooms. 

With his outstanding record of good work, 
he has demonstrated a unique commitment to 
public service—leaving an indelible mark on 
the North Haven community. It is with great 
pride that I join with his wife, Judy, his chil-
dren, Kevin, Megan and Tara, friends, col-
leagues, and community members to honor 
my good friend, Police Chief Kevin Connolly 
for his outstanding service to our community. 
I wish him many years of continued health and 
happiness in his retirement. 

f 

HONORING VERNICE MCKELLAR ON 
HER 100TH BIRTHDAY 

HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, July 25, 2000 

Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Vernice McKellar on the occa-

sion of her 100th birthday which she cele-
brated on June 24th, 2000. Mrs. McKellar has 
dedicated her life to helping others and im-
proving her community. 

Vernice McKellar was born in Kansas, but 
spent the majority of her years in California. At 
the age of seven, her family settled in Lindsay. 
After graduating from Lindsay High School in 
1917, Vernice went on to become a registered 
nurse at Cottage Hospital in Santa Barbara in 
1926. Vernice McKellar was married to Hugh 
A. McKellar in 1928 and moved to Ivanhoe 
where she and her husband farmed a suc-
cessful Sunkist Orange Ranch, which she still 
takes part in operating. 

Vernice has been an active member of the 
community. Her daughter, Norene March, de-
scribes her as ‘‘community minded.’’ Her ac-
tivities include volunteering for the American 
Red Cross, volunteer nursing in the commu-
nity, and working with the PTA. Vernice is 
proud that she voted for the first time at age 
21 and has not missed voting in an election 
since. Vernice encourages her friends to con-
tribute to the Ivanhoe Youth Center in hopes 
of providing activities for youth and reducing 
gang activity in Ivanhoe. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to pay tribute to 
Vernice McKellar and congratulate her on the 
occasion of her 100th birthday. I urge my col-
leagues to join me in wishing her many more 
years of happiness and success. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LOUISE McINTOSH SLAUGHTER 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 25, 2000 

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, I was un-
able to be present for rollcall vote #429 due to 
a late flight. Had I been present, I would have 
voted Yes or Aye on rollcall vote #429. 
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