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Almaguer is now the U.S. ambassador to
Honduras.

Leiva said her mother prevented her from
using a needle and thread because she didn’t
want her daughter to become a seamstress.

“Women would come to the house and ask,
‘When is Miriam coming to the factory?’ and
mother will say ‘No, Miriam is going to the
university,’’”’ Leiva said.

Vera’s dream came true in 1957 when Leiva
enrolled at Guilford College in Greensboro.
With scholarships, loans and help from local
Quakers, Leiva was able to graduate in 1961
with a degree in mathematics.

Almaguer graduated from the University
of Florida in 1967. Manduley came to Miami
in 1960. She received her master’s degree
from UNC Greensboro in 1973. All seven of
Vera’s grandchildren are college graduates.
Vera lived in Miami until 1997, when health
conditions caused her to move to a nursing
home in Charlotte, close to Leiva.

“This is her legacy,” said Leiva. ‘‘Failure
was simply not an option for us.”’e

—————

HONORING JUDGE QUILLEN

e Mr. BIDEN. Mr. President, I rise
today to honor one of Delaware’s most
brilliant legal minds and genuinely al-
truistic public servants—the Honorable
William T. Quillen.

I have known Judge Quillen for 33
years, since I was an attorney fresh out
of law school and looking for a job. As
a 32-year old Delaware Superior Court
judge he met with me and on blind
faith recommended me for my first
legal job. He has been a dear friend and
confidant ever since. Over the past
three decades, I have watched Judge
Quillen with pride and admiration at-
tain the greatest judicial heights any
lawyer could ever strive for in Dela-
ware, which is universally recognized—
nationally and internationally—as hav-
ing one of the most reputable, intellec-
tual benches bar none.

He is known in my state affection-
ately and respectfully as ‘Judge,”
“Chancellor,” ‘“‘Justice,” and ‘“Mr. Sec-
retary of State.”” He nearly became
Governor and was my recommendation
to President Clinton in June, 1999 to
serve on the United States Third Cir-
cuit Court of Appeals. It was during a
medical examination required for this
position that his physician detected
prostate cancer. For health reasons, we
withdrew his name from consideration.
I am happy to report that following
treatment for prostate cancer, he is as
healthy as ever, running 5K races like
a man half his age.

Now, in classic Bill Quillen altru-
ism—he says it’s time to retire from
the bench and make way for younger
lawyers to serve as judges.

Early in his career, Bill Quillen
served in the United States Air Force
as a judge advocate, then as a top aide
for Delaware’s Governor. His judicial
career began in 1966 on the Superior
Court, which is Delaware’s primary
trial court. In 1973, he was elevated and
confirmed as Chancellor of Delaware’s
renowned Court of Chancery.

Following a two-year experience as a
private attorney with the Wilmington
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Trust Company, he again heeded the
call for public service. In 1978, the Gen-
eral Assembly had expanded Delaware’s
Supreme Court from three to five
members, and the Governor called on
Bill Quillen. He was confirmed unani-
mously as a Delaware Supreme Court
Justice. He served on the State’s High-
est Court for five years, before stepping
down to run for Governor on the Demo-
cratic ticket. In one of the rare in-
stances when he did not achieve his
goal, Bill Quillen was not bitter or dis-
couraged. In 1993, he accepted Governor
Tom Carper’s call for continued public
service to become Secretary of State.
In a state that more than half of the
Fortune 500 companies call home, Sec-
retary Quillen made his mark on this
prestigious office.

But his heart remained in the law. In
November, 1994, Governor Carper nomi-
nated and the General Assembly unani-
mously confirmed him to the Court
where his storied career began—the
Delaware Superior Court. As I said ear-
lier, I believe our federal bench would
have been enlightened by his experi-
ence and brilliance, but for health rea-
sons, this was not meant to be.

What’s even more striking than his
distinguished 1legal career is Judge
Quillen’s love for history. He is a true
Delaware historian, with long-time
family roots in historic New Castle. His
love and respect for the law, democracy
and justice for all are unparalleled.

Judge Quillen is recognized nation-
ally for his extensive writings on Dela-
ware’s Court of Chancery, the history
of Equity Jurisdiction in Delaware and
the Federal-State Corporate Law Rela-
tionship. His colleagues nationwide
also have awarded him numerous pres-
tigious awards, including the First
Place Award for the 1980 Judge Edward
R. Finch Law Day U.S.A. Speech, spon-
sored by the American Bar Associa-
tion, on the topic of ‘“‘Seven Percep-
tions of Freedom.” In June, 1998, he
also received the ‘‘American Judica-
ture Society’s Herbert Harley Award.”

Judge Quillen will continue to serve
as a professor at the Widener Univer-
sity School of Law and plans to spend
more time with his wife of 41 years,
two daughters and three grandchildren.
I have no doubt his legal legacy,
knowledge of Delaware, writing and
speaking ability will continue to serve
our State for many years to come.

Judge Quillen is a proud graduate of
Harvard Law School, and it was the
Dean Emeritus of Harvard Law
School—Roscoe Pound—who said:

“Law is experience developed by rea-
son and applied continually to further
experience.”

Judge Quillen’s vast experience and
reasoned principles applied as a mem-
ber of Delaware’s top three courts will
forever leave its marks on our body of
law in Delaware. Our State and our
citizens are so much better for his serv-
ice. So, Your Honor, May It Please The
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Court, respectfully accept this state-
ment of profound gratitude and admi-
ration.e

————

TRIBUTE TO RON GIST

e Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I
rise today to pay tribute to my friend
and Phi Kappa Tau fraternity brother
Ron Gist, as founder of Gist Piano
Services, on the occasion of his success
with his Louisville piano dealership.

After attending the University of
Louisville, Ron started his piano deal-
ership with only $1000 and two used pi-
anos in 1971. Many years later, after
persevering through a tornado in 1974,
a devastating fire that nearly de-
stroyed his business, and the hardship
of an unfortunate economic downturn,
Gist Piano Services has grown to be-
come one of Louisville’s most highly
regarded piano dealerships, restorers,
and consultants in the region.

As a natural salesman, Ron’s success
has led to profitable relationships with
the Louisville Orchestra, Kentucky
Center for the Arts, and Kentucky Fair
& Exposition Center. Also, Ron is one
of few in the country selected for the
honor to represent Steinway pianos.
Ron has also provided piano services to
other prestigious performance venues
and for popular entertainers like
James Taylor and Carol King.

Ron should not only be congratulated
for his success with Gist Piano Serv-
ices, but he should be recognized for his
service to the community. He has dedi-
cated himself to making a difference in
people’s lives through music. By cre-
ating more avenues for young people to
express themselves, like through play-
ing the piano, children can learn how
to imagine, create, and organize the
power of music. These skills can later
be used as key tools to succeed in the
future as they enter adulthood. Thank
you, Ron, for ensuring a better future
for this state as the younger genera-
tions are better equipped to lead Ken-
tucky.

Your hard work continues to display
an unswerving commitment to the peo-
ple of Kentucky and possesses the re-
spect and gratitude of many in the
community. The significant work
which you and your wife Amanda have
accomplished is appreciated by myself
and the many others whose lives you
have touched throughout your career.

Ron, thank you and best wishes for
many more years of success. Know that
your efforts to better the lives of those
in the region will be felt for years to
come. On behalf of myself and my col-
leagues in the United States Senate,
thank you for giving so much of your-
self for so many others in Louisville,
the state of Kentucky, and the entire
music industry.e

—————

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
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