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In closing, President Bush said it
best at the signing of the ADA. He said,
“This Act is powerful in its simplicity.
It will ensure that people with disabil-
ities are given the basic guarantees for
which they have worked so long and so
hard. Independence, freedom of choice,
control of their lives, the opportunity
to blend fully and equally into the
right mosaic of the American main-
stream.” Let us remember that.

——————

CONGRATULATIONS ON THE RE-
TIREMENT OF GENERAL JOHN
GORDON, USAF

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
LATOURETTE). Under a previous order
of the House, the gentleman from Flor-
ida (Mr. GosS8) is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. GOSS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to recognize an outstanding American
who has faithfully served our country
for the past 32 years, General John A.
Gordon.

General Gordon, who retired from the
Air Force earlier this month, was
awarded two commendations this
morning in a ceremony at the George
Bush Center for Intelligence. George
Tenet, Director of Central Intelligence,
awarded him the National Intelligence
Distinguished Service Medal; and Gen-
eral Michael Ryan, Air Force Chief of
Staff, awarded him the Air Force Dis-
tinguished Service Medal.

John Gordon’s Air Force career
began in 1968, and his early assign-
ments were in the highly scientific
areas of weapons research, develop-
ment and acquisition. He went on to
serve as a long-range planner at the
Strategic Air Command. He was then
assigned as a politico-military affairs
officer at the Department of State. He
returned to the real Air Force as com-
mander of the 90th Strategic Missile
Wing.

General Gordon also served our coun-
try as a staff officer with the National
Security Council and in several senior
Department of Defense planning and
policy-making positions.

Joining the intelligence community
late in his career, General Gordon was
first appointed as associate director of
Central Intelligence for Military Sup-
port back in 1996. Following that as-
signment, he was named Deputy Direc-
tor of Central Intelligence, the second-
highest ranking intelligence officer in
the United States, a position he held
with great distinction from October of
1997 through June of this year.

His tenure came at a time when the
intelligence community was rebuilding
in response to new threats to the
United States national security that
have emerged since the end of the Cold
War, things we know as transnational
threats, terrorism, weapons prolifera-
tion, weapons of mass destruction pro-
liferation, illegal arms sales, narcotics,
those types of things. As DDCI, General
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Gordon worked closely with Congress
and the House Permanent Select Com-
mittee on Intelligence to improve U.S.
intelligence capability and to safe-
guard sensitive national security infor-
mation.

General Gordon brought a singular
sense of purpose to the Deputy Direc-
tor’s job that was highly valued by
those inside and outside the intel-
ligence community.

I would like to point out, despite the
fact that he does not have a back-
ground in intelligence, John Gordon
would have made a great case officer.
Last year he took time to sit down
with a group of high school students
from my district, some of the top stu-
dents in southwest Florida. After he
spoke to them, several were ready to
sign up for a career in the U.S. intel-
ligence community; and this comes in
an era where many gifted students are
leaving school early to earn a fortune
in a new digital economy. I think Gen-
eral Gordon has another career out
there as a recruiter for Intelligence if
he wants it.

From this gentleman’s perspective, it
was a pleasure to work with General
Gordon while he wore the uniform of
the United States Air Force. I am sure
he will bring the same diligence and
professionalism and integrity to his
first civilian job as the Under Sec-
retary of Energy for Nuclear Security
and the first administrator for the Na-
tional Nuclear Security Administra-
tion. As we all know, our nuclear se-
crets and weapons abilities will be
more secure, and needs to be more se-
cure in places like Los Alamos, with
John Gordon as their steward. We look
forward to his taking up the reins.

On behalf of the members of the
House Permanent Select Committee on
Intelligence, I would like to thank
General John Gordon for his con-
tinuing service to our Nation. I wish
John and his wife, Marilyn, and their
daughter, Jennifer, all the best for
their future. I offer sincere gratitude
for the family sacrifices I know have
been made to allow General Gordon to
commit so much time and energy to
distinguish himself in critical 7-day-a-
week, 24-hour-a-day top-level jobs that
he has done so well. That is a great
contribution to our country. It de-
serves to be recognized.

————

PRESCRIPTION DRUG COVERAGE
FOR SENIORS TOP PRIORITY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Michigan (Ms. STABENOW)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. STABENOW. Mr. Speaker, I ap-
preciate the opportunity to rise today
and have an opportunity to speak
about an issue that I have come to the
floor very frequently to speak about
for many, many months now.

I am asking my colleagues to make
sure that we place prescription drug
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coverage for seniors under Medicare as
a top priority for us before we leave
session this year. Time is running out.

We have the best economy in a gen-
eration. We have budget surpluses that
we are deciding how to use and how to
invest. I cannot think of a more impor-
tant issue than investing in the future
health and well-being of older Ameri-
cans and families all across the United
States.

I have been coming to the floor of the
House on a regular basis to speak out
and to share stories of constituents of
mine, family members, older Ameri-
cans who have been calling me and
writing me.

I set up a hotline back in August of
last year and have set up something
called the Prescription Drug Fairness
Campaign, whereby I have been asking
people to share with me their stories,
what is really happening in their lives
as it relates to the issue of their medi-
cations and the high costs of prescrip-
tion drugs. I have been overwhelmed
with the letters and the phone calls
that we have received.

I want one more time to be reading a
letter this evening on the floor of this
House from one of my constituents in
Michigan. This is a letter from Mr.
James Schlieger from Flint, Michigan.
He writes to me: ‘“My wife Joan has
Alzheimer’s Disease. In 1999, my out-of-
pocket payment for preparations was
$3,020.43. Our other medical expenses
were $3,909.79. Our Social Security in-
come is $20,252. This leaves us little
over $13,000 to pay our property taxes,
utility bills, food, and gasoline and all
of our other expenses. Bottom line,
there is nothing left to enjoy the Gold-
en Years. With my wife’s condition, in
a few years, we will have depleted our
savings, then we will have to become
dependent on government care. Please
help us. James Schlieger from Flint,
Michigan.”

I think we mneed to help Mr.
Schlieger. We need to make sure that
our seniors are not using all of their
savings to pay for the cost of the
health care that they are supposed to
be receiving under Medicare.

This Sunday is the 35th anniversary
of the day that the Medicare legisla-
tion was signed. At the time it was set
up, it covered the way health care was
provided. The promise was there that,
once an American reached the age of 65
or was disabled, they knew that there
would be health care available to them.

The difficulties that we have now is
that health care has changed. The way
we treat people has changed. Instead of
it being in the hospital and with oper-
ations and inpatient prescription
drugs, we are now in a situation where
the majority of care is outpatient, is
home health care. It almost always in-
volves prescription drugs. So Medicare
simply needs to be modernized to cover
the way health care is provided today.

There are others who are talking
about privatizing. There are others
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