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On June 19, Mrs. Pope, Cheri, and two 

of my staff, were leaving for Russia to 
attempt to visit him. That afternoon 
Cheri’s mother passed away unexpect-
edly in San Diego, California. Mrs. 
Pope had to make the decision whether 
she went to bury her mother or she 
went to Russia to encourage her hus-
band. She made the decision to go to 
Russia, and so she went. And several 
days later she had the chance to spend 
a few moments with him. 

On Tuesday, June 20, they met for 
the first time in 3 months, just a few 
feet from a watchful prosecutor in 
Lefortovo prison. Edmond and Cheri 
Pope hugged and belatedly wished each 
other a happy 30th anniversary. Then 
Cheri Pope said, ‘‘The first thing he 
said to me was, ‘Cheri, I didn’t do any-
thing wrong. I didn’t.’ And I said to 
him, I never thought for a minute you 
did.’’ 

In an emotional interview on Tues-
day after that reunion, Cheri Pope said 
her husband, whom the Russians had 
accused of spying, was strikingly thin. 
He had a rash; he had lost a lot of 
weight; he had a pallor about him and 
some skin problems. She said, ‘‘Even 
though he didn’t look well, he still 
looked handsome to me.’’ 

While they were there, Cheri and my 
staff were able to obtain a good lawyer 
for him. He did not have a good lawyer, 
and they had no way of knowing that. 
And since that time we have been 
working hard to obtain his release. 

On June 26, we wrote President Putin 
a letter, and I will share with my col-
leagues some of the things we shared 
with him. ‘‘Mr. Putin, if you value our 
friendship, send Edmond Pope home. 
President Putin, if you value the grow-
ing business relationships beneficial to 
both of our countries, send Edmond 
Pope home.’’ It said, ‘‘President Putin, 
if you value the many ways we aid you 
financially, send Edmond Pope home. 

‘‘Edmond Pope is a man who was 
there on sound financial business rea-
sons. He is not a spy. He needs to be 
home with his family and with his 
grieving wife. He needs to be home to 
visit his father, who is seriously ill. He 
needs to be home to have his own 
health monitored, and he needs to be 
home so that our relationship between 
the Russian Federation and America 
can grow and not be destroyed.’’ 

We have not heard from that letter, 
though we thought we would. Today, I 
wrote another letter to President 
Putin and it has been faxed to him. One 
hundred fifteen days have passed. This 
case has no merit. His new lawyer tells 
us he has shredded the evidence com-
pletely. On August 5, in just a few days, 
his son, Dusty Pope, plans to marry a 
young lady named Justin. It is only fit-
ting that Edmond Pope be home to 
stand with his son and his future 
daughter-in-law and wish them into 
the world of matrimony. 

I hope and believe that it is impor-
tant that we get this issue resolved and 

that we get him home, because it is 
vital that we build a relationship be-
tween these two countries. I have a res-
olution that urges the President, with 
109 signatures, and I could get many 
more, to discontinue our assistance to 
the Russian Federation, to approve no 
more loans to the Russian Federation, 
or no more technical assistance. I do 
not want to do that. I believe the fu-
ture of Russia depends much on a 
friendship with this country. But it is 
time to send Edmond Pope home so 
that our relationship can grow to the 
benefit of both our countries. I ask 
President Putin to help us accomplish 
this today. 

f 

CALLING ON RUSSIAN GOVERN-
MENT AND PRESIDENT PUTIN TO 
FREE EDMOND POPE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. WALDEN) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. WALDEN of Oregon. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise this evening to reinforce the 
comments of my colleague, the distin-
guished gentleman from Pennsylvania 
(Mr. PETERSON), and to call on the Rus-
sian government and President Putin 
to free Mr. Ed Pope. We have heard he 
is an American businessman that they 
have held without trial for months, and 
I rise to assure Mr. And Mrs. Pope’s 
family that the gentleman from Penn-
sylvania (Mr. PETERSON) and I are 
doing everything we can to secure his 
release. 

b 1800 

Mr. Speaker, the Russian govern-
ment’s continued incarceration of Mr. 
Pope, an American citizen, is nothing 
short of outrageous. Not only was his 
arrest and subsequent imprisonment 
contrary to international law, but the 
treatment he has received while in cus-
tody has been appalling. 

Until recently, I am told, he has been 
denied communications with his wife. 
We heard they went for 70-plus days 
without being able to exchange letters 
or any communication. He has been de-
nied access to sufficient food and med-
ical treatment by American standards 
and certainly every other basic right 
we associate with justice systems of 
civilized nations. 

Indeed, Mr. Speaker, Mr. Pope’s im-
prisonment is reminiscent of those 
ugly dark days of the old Soviet regime 
when men and women were taken from 
their homes in the dark of night, inter-
rogated, and sometimes never seen 
again. And that is wrong. 

Mr. Speaker, as of yesterday, I was 
told that Mr. Pope still lacks such ba-
sics as a blanket, a blanket his wife has 
been trying to send to him, a blanket 
that has been described and detailed 
about what they have to do to get 
through the Russian bureaucracy and 
yet continued to be denied, a blanket. 

A few weeks ago, I had the oppor-
tunity to meet with Mr. Pope’s par-
ents, Roy and Elizabeth Pope, who live 
in my district in Grant’s Pass, Oregon. 
Mr. Speaker, both of them are elderly. 
Mr. Pope suffers from terminal cancer 
and dementia. They and I do not fully 
comprehend the diplomatic obstacles 
that keep their son away from his fam-
ily. 

Mr. Speaker, on May 9, I wrote to our 
own Secretary of State. On June 27, I 
wrote again. In neither case has this 
administration bothered to respond to 
the two letters of inquiry that I have 
sent directly to the Secretary of State. 

Mr. Speaker, Ed’s family knows that 
Ed is no criminal and that his impris-
onment is unjust. 

Mr. Speaker, we simply must do ev-
erything in our collective power to see 
to it that he is freed as soon as hu-
manly possible. 

Mr. Pope is no spy and he should be 
returned to his family. So I urge my 
colleagues on both sides of the aisle to 
join us in sending a strong message to 
President Putin and the Russian gov-
ernment that the American people are 
serious about this and will not forget 
their actions if Mr. Pope is not re-
turned immediately. 

In an era when the opportunity exists 
for better relations between our two 
nations, now is not the time to return 
to the mutual antagonism and sus-
picion that held the entire world hos-
tage for a half a century of the Cold 
War. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO HONORABLE JIMMY 
MORRISON 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
LATOURETTE). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 6, 1999, the 
gentleman from Louisiana (Mr. 
VITTER) is recognized for 60 minutes as 
the designee of the majority leader. 

Mr. VITTER. Mr. Speaker, tonight I 
rise to mourn the passing of a former 
Member of this body, the Honorable 
Jimmy Morrison of Louisiana. 

Congressman Morrison was one of my 
constituents and represented much of 
the district I now represent. He served 
in this body from 1944 through 1966. 

I was only 5 years old when he left 
this House, so my knowledge, obvi-
ously, of his tenure here is limited to 
conversations with those who were 
privileged to work with him and to the 
history books. I do know that he was a 
Member of whom we can all be proud. 

In 1944, when he was first elected to 
office, his district was, like much of 
the country, a rural area still working 
to recover from the Great Depression. 

Congressman Morrison earned a seat 
on the Committee on Agriculture and 
the Post Office and Civil Service com-
mittee, two assignments that allowed 
him to address the immediate needs of 
his constituents. 

The esteem in which my older con-
stituents hold him speaks volumes of 
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his effectiveness. He had a distin-
guished record in this body. He always 
stood up for the downtrodden and 
spoke very passionately about his com-
mitment to speaking and working for 
the causes of the downtrodden. 

Perhaps the clearest example of that 
was his vocal support of the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964. He was extremely 
instrumental in furthering the needs 
and the interests of his particular dis-
trict. He was really personally respon-
sible for seeing to it that the intersec-
tion of I–12 and I–55 in his district hap-
pened in the area of Hammond, which 
helped enormously with the growth of 
the entire Hammond area. 

He also worked as a leading member 
of the Committee on Post Office and 
Civil Service to establish needed post 
offices throughout his district. 

On a more national scale, he intro-
duced the legislation that led to the 
John F. Kennedy Center for the Per-
forming Arts. 

He was also very colorful and effec-
tive in the realm of politics. Besides 
being a sterling stump speaker, Mr. 
Morrison staged what he called the 
‘‘convicts parade’’ on Canal Street dur-
ing the 1939–1940 campaign to call at-
tention to the convictions arising out 
of the Louisiana scandals involving the 
Huey Long machine. 

Perhaps those of us in Louisiana poli-
tics today should take a lead from that 
in light of the recent conviction of our 
former governor, Edwin Edwards. 
Maybe we need another convicts pa-
rade. 

I can speak from personal knowledge 
of his life after Congress. He returned 
full time to his hometown of Hammond 
and resumed an active role as an attor-
ney and civic leader. Leaving Congress 
in no way weakened his commitment 
to public service. He was a strong sup-
porter of Southeastern Louisiana Uni-
versity in Hammond, the institution 
that houses his congressional papers. 

In honor of this support, the Univer-
sity hosts an annual lecture. The 
James H. Morrison Lecture on Politics 
and Government has brought leaders 
from throughout Louisiana and the Na-
tion to Hammond to share their wis-
dom with the southeastern community. 

Shortly after joining this body a lit-
tle over a year ago, I traveled to Ham-
mond to seek Congressman Morrison’s 
advice. It is clear from our conversa-
tion that he held the House in great es-
teem and viewed his opportunity to 
serve as a great honor accompanied by 
great responsibilities. I always will re-
member our discussion and the advice 
and wisdom he shared. 

To his wife, Marjorie, to family and 
many friends, let us all offer our sin-
cere condolences. May they be com-
forted by the knowledge that he is now 
blessed with the joy and peace far 
greater than any on Earth. 

Mr. Speaker, Congressman Morrison 
served with only two present Members 

of the House. One of those with whom 
he served for quite a bit of time was 
the honorable gentleman from Michi-
gan (Mr. DINGELL). 

The gentleman from Michigan (Mr. 
DINGELL) could not join with me to-
night. He had a pressing engagement 
off the floor. But he did give me a 
statement which he asked for me to 
read on his behalf. This again is from 
the gentleman from Michigan (Mr. DIN-
GELL): 

Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay tribute to an 
honorable, courageous man who passed away 
last Thursday in his hometown of Hammond, 
Louisiana. James H. ‘‘Jimmy’’ Morrison rep-
resented his constituents well, fought for the 
underdog admirably, and served in this body 
with distinction. 

I had the pleasure of serving with Jimmy 
Morrison, a principled populist and a pas-
sionate fighter on behalf of Louisiana and 
his Sixth District, which he served from 
1942–1966. He was an advocate for working 
men and women before he came to Congress, 
beginning his legal career organizing straw-
berry farmers who fell prey to unfair price 
fixing. In Congress, he continued to fight to 
ensure that every individual was entitled to 
fair treatment in the workplace and given 
the opportunity to live the American dream. 
Always alert to the needs of his constitu-
ents, he brought back federal dollars home 
for roads, schools, and post offices. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to note Jimmy 
Morrison’s courage. Jimmy Morrison’s 
proudest and most courageous vote, in sup-
port of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, undoubt-
edly cost him his seat. His opponent played 
the race card during a tense time in the 
South, throwing fuel on the fire of fear and 
hate, and beat Jimmy in doing so. But that 
did not matter; Jimmy Morrison knew he 
was on the side of righteousness, not polit-
ical expediency. History should remember 
his courage. 

I would ask my colleagues to join me in 
honoring James H. Morrison, a good, de-
scent, courageous public servant who should 
be remembered both for his accomplishments 
and the example he set. 

Those were the comments, as I said, 
Mr. Speaker, of the gentleman from 
Michigan (Mr. DINGELL). 

Mr. Speaker, I know the gentleman 
from Louisiana (Mr. BAKER) joins me in 
this special order, and he is here with 
us on the floor. I yield to the gen-
tleman. 

Mr. BAKER. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman for yielding. 

Mr. Speaker, as a recent high school 
graduate many, many years ago, I had 
the occasion to open my mail and there 
in the mailbox was a letter from my 
Congressman. I was so shocked to 
think that he first knew that I had 
graduated high school and that he 
would send me such a nice congratula-
tory note. 

Many years later, I was at the dedi-
cation of a new building project in the 
congressional district and in the audi-
ence was Congressman Jimmy Morri-
son. And I reminded him of his kind act 
of courtesy in sending me this con-
gratulatory letter in which he not only 
said ‘‘Congratulations on your fine aca-
demic achievement. But should you 

ever have occasion to come to Wash-
ington, I certainly want to invite you.’’ 

In that context, I extended my appre-
ciation for that offer and accepted his 
kind invitation to come to Congress. 

Congressman Jimmy Morrison was 
more than just a good political figure. 
He had exemplary courage. In fact, he 
was a leader in the civil rights fights of 
the 1960s. And many believe it was his 
belief and conviction in the action of 
civil rights that brought his long and 
distinguished congressional career to 
an end. 

But it was also exemplary of the core 
of what Congressman Morrison’s 
strengths really were. He was a coura-
geous person. Serving in office from 
1943 to 1967, he was never afraid to take 
a stand whether controversial or not. 

Many might say about many Lou-
isiana politicians that at times they 
can be flamboyant. Certainly Congress-
man Morrison was no exception to that 
observation. But throughout it all, he 
was a leader. He is a leader who is 
known in the State for his accomplish-
ments but also as a political legend. 
But he is known as a legend for all the 
right reasons. 

Mr. VITTER. Mr. Speaker, reclaim-
ing my time, we will all remember 
Congressman Morrison very fondly, 
very proudly for his contributions not 
only to his part of Louisiana, to our 
home State, but to the Congress and to 
the country. 

f 

FUNDING FOR NATIONAL 
INSTITUTES OF HEALTH 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 1999, the gentleman from Penn-
sylvania (Mr. GEKAS) is recognized for 
50 minutes. 

Mr. GEKAS. Mr. Speaker, we rise 
here today to state and restate a goal 
that we had set several years ago to at-
tempt to and to succeed in doubling 
the funding for NIH, the National Insti-
tutes of Health, over a 5-year period. 
This was 3 years ago. 

We began that by introducing a reso-
lution to that effect and gathering 
sponsorship. And lo and behold, the 
first 3 years have yielded the steady 
advance toward that doubling of fund-
ing that we so earnestly felt was nec-
essary for the people of our country. 

Today, as we stand here, the Con-
gress is poised to do the third leg of 
that doubling process down the road by 
engaging in a conference report be-
tween the House and the Senate in 
which the top figure, that contained in 
the Senate, $2.7 billion, or thereabout, 
would be exactly the amount required 
to keep us on the path towards the dou-
bling of the funding. 

We anticipate that Members of the 
House and the Senate will eventually 
support that final figure that will keep 
us on this track. 

But why is this important? It is im-
portant not just for the sake of the 
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