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am hopeful that the Senate and entire
Congress will approve this resolution
in order to highlight the important
role Muslim Americans play in our so-
ciety.

Mr. SMITH of Oregon. I ask unani-
mous consent the resolution be agreed
to, the preamble be agreed to, the mo-
tion to reconsider be laid upon the
table, and any statements relating to
this resolution be printed in the
RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. RES. 133

Whereas the American Muslim commu-
nity, comprised of approximately 6,000,000
people, is a vital part of our Nation, with
more than 1,500 mosques, Islamic schools,
and Islamic centers in neighborhoods across
the United States;

Whereas Islam is one of the great
Abrahamic faiths, whose significant con-
tributions throughout history have advanced
the fields of math, science, medicine, law,
philosophy, art, and literature;

Whereas the United States is a secular na-
tion, with an unprecedented commitment to
religious tolerance and pluralism, where the
rights, liberties, and freedoms guaranteed by
the Constitution are guaranteed to all citi-
zens regardless of religious affiliation;

Whereas Muslims have been subjected,
simply because of their faith, to acts of dis-
crimination and harassment that all too
often have led to hate-inspired violence, as
was the case during the rush to judgment in
the aftermath of the tragic Oklahoma City
bombing;

Whereas discrimination against Muslims
intimidates American Muslims and may pre-
vent Muslims from freely expressing their
opinions and exercising their religious be-
liefs as guaranteed by the first amendment
to the Constitution;

Whereas American Muslims have regret-
tably been portrayed in a negative light in
some discussions of policy issues such as
issues relating to religious persecution
abroad or fighting terrorism in the United
States;

Whereas stereotypes and anti-Muslim rhet-
oric have also contributed to a backlash
against Muslims in some neighborhoods
across the United States; and

Whereas all persons in the United States
who espouse and adhere to the values of the
founders of our Nation should help in the
fight against bias, bigotry, and intolerance
in all their forms and from all their sources:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That—

(1) the Senate condemns anti-Muslim in-
tolerance and discrimination as wholly in-
consistent with the American values of reli-
gious tolerance and pluralism;

(2) while the Senate respects and upholds
the right of individuals to free speech, the
Senate acknowledges that individuals and
organizations that foster such intolerance
create an atmosphere of hatred and fear that
divides the Nation;

(3) the Senate resolves to uphold a level of
political discourse that does not involve
making a scapegoat of an entire religion or
drawing political conclusions on the basis of
religious doctrine; and
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(4) the Senate recognizes the contributions
of American Muslims, who are followers of
one of the three major monotheistic reli-
gions of the world and one of the fastest
growing faiths in the United States.

———

PARITY AMONG THE PARTIES TO
THE NORTH AMERICAN FREE
TRADE AGREEMENT

Mr. SMITH of Oregon. Mr. President,
I ask unanimous consent the Finance
Committee be discharged from further
consideration of S. Res. 333, and the
Senate then proceed to its immediate
consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 333) expressing the
sense of the Senate that there should be par-
ity among the countries that are parties to
the North American Free Trade Agreement
with respect to the personal exemption al-
lowance for merchandise purchased abroad
by returning residents, and for other pur-
poses.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. SMITH of Oregon. Mr. President,
I ask unanimous consent the resolution
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed
to, the motion to reconsider be laid
upon the table, and finally, any state-
ments be printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. REs. 333

Whereas the personal exemption allowance
is a vital component of trade and tourism;

Whereas many border communities and re-
tailers depend on customers from both sides
of the border;

Whereas a United States citizen traveling
to Canada or Mexico for less than 24 hours is
exempt from paying duties on the equivalent
of $200 worth of merchandise on return to the
United States, and for trips over 48 hours
United States citizens have an exemption of
up to $400 worth of merchandise;

Whereas a Canadian traveling in the
United States is allowed a duty-free personal
exemption allowance of only $50 worth of
merchandise for a 24-hour visit, the equiva-
lent of $200 worth of merchandise for a 48-
hour visit, and the equivalent of $750 worth
of merchandise for a visit of over 7 days;

Whereas Mexico has a 2-tiered personal ex-
emption allowance for its returning resi-
dents, set at the equivalent of $560 worth of
merchandise for residents returning by car
and the equivalent of $300 worth of merchan-
dise for residents returning by plane;

Whereas Canadian and Mexican retail busi-
nesses have an unfair competitive advantage
over many American businesses because of
the disparity between the personal exemp-
tion allowances among the 3 countries;

Whereas the State of Maine legislature
passed a resolution urging action on this
matter;

Whereas the disparity in personal exemp-
tion allowances creates a trade barrier by

333) was

July 27, 2000

making it difficult for Canadians and Mexi-
cans to shop in American-owned stores with-
out facing high additional costs;

Whereas the United States entered into the
North American Free Trade Agreement with
Canada and Mexico with the intent of phas-
ing out tariff barriers among the 3 countries;
and

Whereas it violates the spirit of the North
American Free Trade Agreement for Canada
and Mexico to maintain restrictive personal
exemption allowance policies that are not
reciprocal: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That it is the sense of the Senate
that—

(1) the United States Trade Representative
and the Secretary of the Treasury, in con-
sultation with the Secretary of Commerce,
should initiate discussions with officials of
the Governments of Canada and Mexico to
achieve parity by harmonizing the personal
exemption allowance structure of the 3
NAFTA countries at or above United States
exemption levels; and

(2) in the event that parity with respect to
the personal exemption allowance of the 3
countries is not reached within 1 year after
the date of the adoption of this resolution,
the United States Trade Representative and
the Secretary of the Treasury should submit
recommendations to Congress on whether
legislative changes are necessary to lower
the United States personal exemption allow-
ance to conform to the allowance levels es-
tablished in the other countries that are par-
ties to the North American Free Trade
Agreement.

———

RECOGNIZING THE UNIVERSITY OF
SAN FRANCISCO DONS FOOT-
BALL TEAM

Mr. SMITH of Oregon. Mr. President,
I ask unanimous consent the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. Res. 346, introduced earlier
today, recognizing the achievement of
the 1951 University of San Francisco
Dons football team and acknowledging
the wrongful treatment endured by the
team.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 346) acknowledging
that the undefeated and untied 1951 Univer-
sity of San Francisco Dons football team suf-
fered a grave injustice by not being invited
to any post-season Bowl game due to racial
prejudice that prevailed at the time and
seeking appropriate recognition for the sur-
viving members of the championship team.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, this past
week, our nation and the world have
been privileged to witness two dra-
matic triumphs by American athletes.
Lance Armstrong won his second con-
secutive Tour de France, and Tiger
Woods became the youngest person
ever to capture golf’s Grand Slam by
winning the British Open. These are
truly historic achievements. Both men
are deserving of all the praise and con-
gratulations they are receiving, not
only for their exceptional perform-
ances, but also for the dignified way
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