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COMMUNITY RENEWAL AND NEW
MARKETS ACT OF 2000

SPEECH OF

HON. CAROLYN McCARTHY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 25, 2000

Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise in support of the New Markets Initia-
tive before the House today. This bipartisan
bill provides hope for distressed economic
areas that have not benefited from the longest
stretch of economic growth since World War
I.

Despite unprecedented economic expansion
and sustained unemployment levels, many
people in inner cities and rural areas continue
to live in poverty. Job growth is virtually non-
existent while crime rates continue to in-
crease.

This legislation establishes 40 new “renewal
communities” in areas with high poverty and
unemployment levels. These distressed areas
can qualify for various tax incentives and loan
assistance programs.

As a member of the House Small Business
Committee, | believe the New Markets Initia-
tive will help jumpstart these underserved
communities. Specifically, the New Markets
Venture Capital Program which creates a new
class of venture capital funds that target low-
to-moderate income communities.

In addition to attracting investors and busi-
nesses to these distressed areas, this legisla-
tion addresses the housing needs of commu-
nity residents. One provision, in particular, ex-
pands the low income housing credit from
$1.25 per capita to $1.75 per capita. This tax
credit, administered by the states, helps build
90,000 affordable housing units each year.
However, the demand for the credits is greater
than the supply by three to one. This proposal
would help create an additional 180,000 units
of affordable housing over the next 5 years for
low-income families.

In order to sustain this economic boom, it
must benefit everyone. The New Markets Ini-
tiative helps achieve this goal by providing the
tools and incentives to foster and sustain eco-
nomic growth in distressed areas.

| urge my colleagues to support this impor-
tant piece of legislation.

———

IN HONOR OF BASIL M. RUSSO
HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 26, 2000

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Basil M. Russo, recently named the
‘ltalian Man of the Year by The ltalian Sons
and Daughters of America.

Mr. Russo has been closely involved with
the social, cultural and political life of Ohio
throughout his distinguished career. After
graduating from Cleveland Marshall College of
Law in 1972, Basil Russo was a prominent
member of Cleveland’s City Council, serving
as a Councilman for eight years between 1972
and 1980. Indeed, in 1978 Basil became the
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Majority Leader of the council, before leaving
to take up responsibilities as a judge in the
Court of Appeals, and then a Common Pleas
Court judge. Basil’s professional life has also
included the foundation of his own law firm,
Basil Russo & Co., L.P.A., which he still runs
to this day, and the production of a feature
film entitled Places in 1997.

As this award acknowledges, Basil Russo
has also been a vibrant member of the Italian
American community at a local and national
level. He currently serves as the National
Vice-President of the Italian Sons and Daugh-
ters of America, the third largest Italian Amer-
ican fraternal organization in the United
States. This organization is involved in numer-
ous social and political events that range from
sponsoring the Debutante Ball, to owning and
operating a senior citizen housing complex.
His status in the legal community also means
that since 1992 Basil has served as President
of the Justinian Forum; the ltalian American
Bar Association for Cuyahoga County com-
prising 22 Judges and 250 attorneys of Italian
American descent. It is fitting therefore that
Basil was also the founding member of the
Italian Americans of Northeast Ohio, estab-
lished in 1994. He has also made a significant
contribution to the religious life of Ohio
through his co-chairmanship, alongside his
wife Patricia, of the Advisory Board of the De-
partment for Marriage and Family Ministry of
the Diocese of Cleveland between 1992 and
1995. In fact, Basil still serves as a Lector and
Eucharistic Minister at Holy Rosemary Parish.

Basil’s talents for film-making and the legal
profession have clearly been inherited by his
four grown-up children. Anthony, Joseph and
Angela are all studying film-making at univer-
sity, while Gabrielle is studying for a J.D. in
law at Basil's alma mater in Cleveland. My
best wishes go to Mr. Russo and his family,
and | would invite my fellow Congressmen to
join me in commending his outstanding
achievements in Ohio and beyond.

——————

TRIBUTE TO CENTRAL NEW YORK
ORGANIZATIONS VITAL TO THE
SUCCESS OF THE AMERICANS
WITH DISABILITIES ACT

HON. JAMES T. WALSH

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 26, 2000

Mr. WALSH. Mr. Speaker, today marks the
historic celebration of the ten-year anniversary
of the Americans with Disabilities Act. As a
strong supporter of the ADA from the very
start, | join with you in reflecting upon all the
great changes this law has brought to the dis-
ability community.

The ADA is more than access and accom-
modations. Those are the legal words for what
the Act is all about. Quality of life issues are
what is really at stake.

Going to the doctor where an interpreter is
provided to accurately receive proper diag-
nosis and treatment. Being able to get to work
and perform a meaningful job with assistance.
Accessing public transportation for a day or
evening out with family or friends. Shopping
for groceries or other needed items—these
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are the type of quality of life issues that the
ADA set out to guarantee just ten years ago.

In the Central New York area, we are fortu-
nate to have several agencies that work tire-
lessly to promote the type of access the ADA
protects. In Syracuse, Enable and Arise have
fought from the ground level with a “hands
on” approach to make this law a reality. They
are to be commended. In Cortland, the Access
to Independence of Cortland County works to
bring services and education to both the dis-
ability and non-disability community. And in
Auburn, Options for Independence advocates
for people with disabilities. In addition, there
are numerous individuals across the 25th Con-
gressional District who have contributed to the
success of this program.

Some ADA changes are subtle, others more
drastic. But in every case their impact has had
an immeasurable effect on the quality of life
we all enjoy. | take this opportunity to com-
mend all those involved in removing obstacles,
eliminating barriers and ensuring equal access
for all.

CHRISTIAN PERSECUTION IN INDIA

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 26, 2000

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, | recently joined
with 20 of our colleagues in a letter to Presi-
dent Clinton urging him to declare India a ter-
rorist state because of its repression of Chris-
tians Sikhs, and other minorities. Today in
India, Christians, Sikhs, Muslims, and others
are being subjected to a reign of terror at the
hands of the Indian government. Since Christ-
mas Day 1998, there has been a wave of per-
secution and terrorism against Christians in
India. Churches have been burned, Christian
schools and prayer halls have been attacked,
nuns have been raped, and priests have been
killed.

Earlier this month, two more churches were
bombed in the Indian state of Karnataka, ac-
cording to a report from Newsroom.org. These
attacks came just a month after a Catholic
church was bombed in Bangalore. This is a
frightening reminder of the resistance to civil
rights in the South of the 1950s.

Late last month, a Hindu woman poured
boiling oil on a group of militant Hindu nation-
alists who were attacking her tenant, a Catho-
lic priest. Four Christian missionaries were
beaten last month, one so severely that he
may lose his arms and legs. These mission-
aries were beaten for distributing Christian reli-
gious literature and Bibles. The RSS, a Fas-
cist organization that is the parent organization
of the ruling BJP, has published a booklet on
how to implicate Christians in false criminal
cases. On Easter, a group of nuns on their
way to Easter services were run down by
Hindu fundamentalists riding motor scooters.
In March, a Sikh family saved some nuns
whose convent was attacked by Hindu fun-
damentalists.

Last month, a women’s prayer meeting was
bombed by militant Hindu fundamentalists. In
April, fundamentalist Hindus attacked a Chris-
tian group and burned biblical literature. These
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