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duty at the Bayside State Prison. Officer Baker
was not wearing a vest at the time. We can
only speculate as to whether his life would
have been spared had he been given an op-
portunity to wear a vest, but many of us be-
lieve that he been given that opportunity, Offi-
cer Baker would be alive today and his wife
and child would have a husband and father to
come home to.

If Officer Baker had the chance to wear a
vest, | am sure that he would not have hesi-
tated to put that vest on.

It is critical that Members vote in favor of
this legislation. According to the FBI, an aver-
age of over 100 officers are assaulted every
day, and in 1999, 139 officers were slain while
in the line of duty. There are still thousands of
officers on duty who do not have access to
these life-saving vests. This is an opportunity
for us as Members of Congress, who talk so
often about the importance of law enforce-
ment, who talk about what we can do to pro-
tect themselves as they keep our citizens
safe, this is our opportunity.

This common-sense bill has gained the sup-
port of 264 bipartisan cosponsors as well as
major law enforcement organizations across
the Nation. | would like to commend those in-
volved with bringing this bill to the floor today.

| would first like to thank the majority leader,
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. ARMEY), who
put up with my pleas and pestering for so very
long about the importance of this bill; the gen-
tleman from lllinois (Mr. HYDE); and the sub-
committee chairman, the gentleman from Flor-
ida (Mr. McCoLLUM).

| would also like to thank my colleague, the
gentleman from Virginia (Mr. ScoTT), for his
help in this effort. The gentleman from Virginia
(Mr. ScoTT) was influential on the Committee
on the Judiciary as we were moving this bill
through the legislative process; and saving for
last, my colleague, the gentleman from Indi-
ana (Mr. VISCLOSKY).

The gentleman from Indiana (Mr. Vis-
CLOSKY) and | have worked on this bill from
the very beginning. This is probably a great
example of a bipartisan partnership developed
to move legislation that is meaningful and can
do something in a very positive way to save
lives. This is the bottom line here.

Mr. Speaker, many times in the House
when there are good ideas that come before
us, we do not get a chance to act on them.
| think, to reiterate what | mentioned earlier,
this is a great example of a positive partner-
ship. These are ideas that are generated with-
in our districts from citizens and police officers
and law enforcement officers and corrections
officers who are in the real world every day,
protecting our neighborhoods, as we heard
our other colleagues talk about.

Instead of having to have local community
groups raise money just a little bit at a time,
the officers in New Jersey in the Second Dis-
trict, officers like Dominic Romeo in Cape May
County, in the city of Wildwood, Chief Rich
Gray, Shield-the-Blue, the corrections officers
of PBA—-105, all those who are associated with
the Vest-A-Cop program can look to us here
in Washington and realize that we have joined
together in a very special way, in a very bipar-
tisan way, to generate legislation that means
a great deal to law enforcement across this
Nation.

EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

Mr. Speaker, | urge all Members of this
body to vote for this legislation and show their
commitment to law enforcement officers by
voting for H.R. 4033.

————

PRACTICAL FARMERS OF IOWA
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OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 26, 2000

Mr. BOSWELL. Mr. Speaker, | am pleased
to recognize a public-private partnership be-
tween lowa State University and the organiza-
tion Practical Farmers of lowa. In April this
partnership was awarded one of 16 National
Awards for Environmental Sustainability by
Renew America. Since 1989, Renew America
has been bringing national attention to con-
structive, community based programs through
which average citizens are meeting the chal-
lenges of sustainable development.

A private, nonprofit organization, Practical
Farmers of lowa (PFI) was begun in 1985 as
a vehicle to share information from farmer to
farmer about how to farm successfully using
sustainable methods. The farmers and other
agricultural professionals who originated the
organization recognized that, while the univer-
sity system was becoming active in research-
ing alternative farming methods, there was
also a wealth of indigenous knowledge among
producers. PFl was formed to be a conduit
and “amplifier” for that information.

PFI initiated a network of on-farm research
and farm field days in 1987 using straight-
forward protocols that farmers can use to plan,
implement, and analyze their own on-farm re-
search. It was at this point that far-sighted
leaders at lowa State University saw the op-
portunity for collaboration with Practical Farm-
ers of lowa, and the leadership of PFI re-
sponded. Out of the partnership grew the
statewide on-farm research program with an
ISU Extension agronomist as coordinator.

The on-farm research and dissemination ef-
fort has grown to include new kinds of re-
search and new kinds of collaborators, both in
the farming community and within the univer-
sity. The PFI-ISU partnership is a “lightning
rod” allowing the university to respond quickly
to new issues, issues as diverse as animal-
friendly swine production systems, alternative
parasite control methods, local food systems
and community-supported agriculture (CSA).
The partnership also provides the university
with thoughtful and sometimes critical feed-
back concerning research and technology de-
velopment

The PFI-ISU partnership was among the
first between a university and a sustainable
agriculture organization, and it is among the
more successful. It is a credit to the leadership
on both sides, reflecting a science-based ap-
proach and cordial relationships. The project
has drawn in scientists from many disciplines,
providing skilled farmer-collaborators and a
support constituency for research into topics
as diverse as integrated pest management,
soil quality, intercropping, energy crops, prairie
restoration, synthetic corn varieties, family al-
location of labor, deep-bedded swine systems,
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specialty marketing, and the social impacts of
sustainable agriculture. The membership of
PFI brings a built-in “conscience” to the col-
laboration that keeps it focused on the issues
relevant to sustaining the land, farm families,
and communities. In the past decade as our
understanding of sustainable agriculture has
deepened and broadened, this partnership has
provided a forum through which that process
has advanced.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. KAY GRANGER

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, July 26, 2000

Ms. GRANGER. Mr. Speaker, due to travel
for a funeral, | was not present for several roll-
call votes last evening.

Had | been present, | would have voted
“aye” on rollcall Nos. 436, 437 and 438.

A REAL MEDICARE DRUG BENEFIT
HON. JANICE D. SCHAKOWSKY

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 26, 2000

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, | wish to
share with my colleagues an Op-ed by Paul
Krugman that appeared in today’s New York
Times. This thoughtful piece dispels the myth
that prescription drug insurance plans for the
elderly are the answer to lower drug prices.

Mr. Krugman bases his conclusion on the
fact that the market will not allow for prescrip-
tion drug only plans, since the cost of pre-
miums to seniors would be prohibitive. He
clearly states that the only way to ensure the
success of a Medicare prescription drug ben-
efit “is to make the coverage part of a govern-
ment program.”

He adds, “Republican leaders in the House,
in particular, are true believers in the miracu-
lous powers of the free market—they are in ef-
fect members of a sect that believes that mar-
kets will work even when the businessmen ac-
tually involved say they won’t, and that gov-
ernment involvement is evil even where con-
ventional analysis says it is necessary.”

From the start, Republicans in Congress
crafted a prescription drug bill that would guar-
antee only one thing—that the pharmaceutical
companies can continue to price gouge sen-
iors. The President and Democrats in Con-
gress want to give seniors a Medicare pre-
scription drug benefit that is universal, vol-
untary, and affordable, and builds on the cur-
rent structure of Medicare.

Below is the full text of Mr. Krugman Op-ed.

[From the New York Times, July 26, 2000]
RECKONINGS; PRESCRIPTION FOR FAILURE
(By Paul Krugman)

In denouncing President Clinton’s plan to
extend Medicare coverage to prescription
drugs, and in touting their own counter-
proposal, Republicans have rolled out the
usual rhetoric. They excoriate the adminis-
tration plan as a bureaucratic, ‘‘one size fits
all” solution. They claim that their plan of-
fers more choice.
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