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Memorial in Jerusalem. Karski is also an hon-
orary citizen of Israel, the recipient of a special 
citation by the United Nations, and the recipi-
ent of the Order virturi Militair, the highest Pol-
ish military decoration. 

Jan Karski’s humility was always evident 
throughout his life. When visiting the United 
States Holocaust Memorial Museum, he came 
upon the Rescuer’s Wall, where tribute is paid 
to non-Jews who helped to save Jewish lives. 
He quickly passed the plaque upon which his 
own name was inscribed, instead preferring to 
seek out the names of his underground com-
rades. He was always quick to point out that 
‘‘the Jews were abandoned by governments, 
by church hierarchies, and by societal struc-
tures. But they were not abandoned by all hu-
manity.’’ He felt that he was no different from 
anyone else who tried to ease the plight of the 
Jewish people. Remarkably, he insisted that 
he did ‘‘nothing extraordinary.’’ 

In an editorial last week paying tribute to 
Jan Karski, the Washington Post (July 19, 
2000) observed: ‘‘A community’s heroes are 
not necessarily its noisiest or most prominent 
citizens. Certainly neither adjective applied to 
Jan Karski, . . . but Mr. Karski was an au-
thentic moral hero.’’ Despite his protestations, 
Jan Karski’s contribution to humanity was in-
deed remarkable. Shimon Peres said, ‘‘A great 
man is one who stands head and shoulder 
above his people, a man who, when sur-
rounded by overpowering evil and blind ha-
tred, does all in his power to stem the tide. 
Karski ranks high in the all-too-brief list of 
such great and unique personalities who stood 
out in the darkest age of Jewish history.’’ And 
in the words of Elie Wiesel: ‘‘Jan Karski: a 
brave man? Better: a just man.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, once again I invite my col-
leagues to join me in paying tribute to the 
courage and selflessness of Jan Karski. He 
was an authentic moral hero who risked his 
life to fulfill what he considered to be his duty 
as a human being. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. WILLIAM L. JENKINS 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 26, 2000 

Mr. JENKINS. Mr. Speaker, on roll call no. 
429, on motion to grant the consent of the 
Congress to the Kansas and Missouri Metro-
politan Culture District Compact, had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘yea‘‘; on roll call 
no. 430, motion to Community Renewal and 
New Markets Act, had I been present, I would 
have voted ‘‘yea’’; on roll call no. 431, motion 
on Innocent Child Protect Act, had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘yea’’; on roll call 
no. 432, motion on Veterans Claims Assist-
ance Act, had I been present, I would have 
voted ‘‘yea’’; on roll call no. 433, to suspend 
the rules and agree to Fisherman’s Protective 
Act Amendments, had I been present, I would 
have voted ‘‘nay’’; 

INDIA COALITION PARTNER 
THREATENS TO ENGULF COUN-
TRY IN VIOLENCE 

HON. JOHN T. DOOLITTLE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 26, 2000 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Mr. Speaker, last week, 
Bal Thackeray, founder and head of Shiv 
Sena, threatened to engulf India in violence if 
he is held accountable for his part in thou-
sands of deaths in 1992. 

Shiv Sena is a coalition partner of the ruling 
BJP. Shiv Sena has been assigned responsi-
bility for the bombing of the Ayodhya mosque 
in Uttar Pradesh. 

How could a democratic country accept a 
violent, intolerant person like this into the gov-
ernment? It is bad enough that the allies of 
the government commit atrocities and no one 
is ever held to account. Now a coalition part-
ner says that he will engulf the country in vio-
lence. This shows that violence and intoler-
ance are the prevailing way to life in India. Mi-
norities are suffering from the intolerance of 
militant Hindu fundamentalists. 

A wave of violence against Christians has 
swept India since Christmas 1998. The most 
recent incident was the bombing of two 
churches in the state of Karnataka. The vio-
lence against Christians has been so severe 
that they appealed to the international commu-
nity for help. Churches have been burned and 
now bombed. There have been attacks on 
prayer halls, Christian schools, and other 
Christian institutions. Militant Hindu national-
ists burned missionary Graham Staines and 
his two young boys to death in their jeep while 
they were sleeping. 

These atrocities show the truth about India. 
If it is ‘‘the world’s largest democracy,’’ how 
can it allow atrocities like this to keep occur-
ring with nobody being held responsible? As 
the world’s only superpower and the bastion of 
freedom for the world, we should take action. 
We should stop aid to India until all people 
within its borders enjoy human rights. And we 
should put the Congress on record in support 
of self-determination for the people of 
Khalistan, Kashmir, Nagalim, and all the coun-
tries seeking their freedom from India. 

I submit the article on Mr. Thackeray into 
the RECORD, Mr. Speaker. I hope everyone 
will read it. 

[From the New York Times International, 
July 17, 2000] 

PROTESTS BY HINDU GROUP RAISE FEAR IN 
INDIA 

BOMBAY, July 16 (Reuters)—Much of 
Bombay was shut down today by fear and 
protests over the possible prosecution of a 
militant Hindu leader in connection with 
riots that left more than 2,000 people dead in 
1992. 

Supporters of Bal Thackeray, the leader of 
the Hindu nationalist party Shiv Sena, took 
to the Streets Saturday after the 
Maharashtra State government decided to 
let the police prosecute him in the country-
wide rioting. That violence, directed mainly 
at India’s Muslim minority, erupted after 
the destruction of a mosque in the town of 
Ayodhaya, and Shiv Sena got most of the 
blame. 

Police officials said no action had been 
taken to arrest Mr. Thackeray. but many 
shops closed and people stayed indoors here 
and in other parts of the state as Shiv Sena 
supporters pelted buses with stones and 
blocked commuter train services. 

Today Mr. Thackeray appealed for calm, 
but on Saturday he was quoted as saying, 
‘‘Not only Maharashtra but the entire coun-
try will burn’’ as a result of the decision, 
which he called ‘‘an incitement to communal 
riots.’’ 
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CONGRATULATING HALF HOLLOW 
HILLS HIGH SCHOOL EAST 

HON. RICK LAZIO 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 26, 2000 

Mr. LAZIO. Mr. Speaker, today I congratu-
late a distinguished group of students from the 
Half Hollow Hills High School in Dix Hills, New 
York. 

These students recently won the Region 5 
award at the ‘‘We the People . . . the Citizen 
and the Constitution’’ national finals held here 
in Washington, DC. This award is presented to 
the school in each of five geographic regions 
with the highest cumulative score during the 
first two days of the national finals. These out-
standing young people competed against 50 
other classes from throughout the nation and 
demonstrated a remarkable understanding of 
the fundamental ideals and values of Amer-
ican constitutional government. 

Our United States Constitution is over 200 
years old. Two-thirds of the world’s constitu-
tions have been adopted since 1970. Only fif-
teen other constitutions predate WWII and 
none predate the U.S. Constitution. Recent 
studies show that approximately half of Amer-
ican adults do not know that the purpose of 
the original Constitution was to create a fed-
eral government and define its power. The 
educators and students of Dix Hills have prov-
en that they do not fall into this category and 
it is an honor to recognize their achievement. 

I wish to congratulate Ms. Gloria Sesso and 
her students Isaac Chen, Jeffrey Chernick, 
Alyssa Cohen, Zachary Cohn, Michael Givner, 
Michael Gold, Sarah Gowrie, Yonathan Hertz, 
Michael Lee, Jonathan Lehrer, Jessica Levine, 
Amanda Manaro, Seth Moskowitz, Brian 
Nakash, Justin Pomerantz, Rahul Sharma, 
Jared Stone, Jeffrey Tsai, Lauren Tuzzolino, 
and Jared Warshaw. 
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HONORING PHILIP ROSENBLOOM 

HON. FRANK PALLONE, JR. 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 26, 2000 

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to Philip Rosenbloom of Monmouth 
Beach, Monmouth County, who will be cele-
brating on August 1st his 75th birthday. Phil 
Rosenbloom has devoted much of his adult 
life enhancing the civic and cultural life of my 
district, and I wish to honor his contributions. 

A native of Monmouth County, Phil 
Rosenbloom grew up in Asbury Park, where 
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his family owned the local print shop. The 
printing business became his vocation as well, 
and he gradually built his own successful 
printing corporation based in New York, where 
he produced record album jackets and direct 
mail advertising for manufacturers of records, 
tapes, and CD’s. However, if printing was his 
business, his passion since his childhood days 
has been great jazz music. Phil often said that 
his fantasy of the perfect life would be to own 
a little saloon where he would invite the great 
jazz musicians in the country to play and he 
could listen all day long. 

But Mr. Speaker, we pay tribute to Phil be-
cause he is not just a listener—he is a ‘‘doer.’’ 
While establishing his career in the printing 
business, he and his wife, Norma, raised three 
sons just a few miles away from his boyhood 
home. He served on the Board of Trustees of 
Temple Beth Miriam; he chaired committees 
for Planned Parenthood of Central New Jer-
sey; he served as President of the Board of 
Trustees of the Monmouth County Arts Coun-
cil; he currently sits on the Monmouth Beach 
Planning Board. In the 1960’s, when my dis-
trict was experiencing the racial tensions prev-
alent throughout the country, Phil was an out-
spoken advocate for civil rights and racial har-
mony. He is a life member of the NAACP. 

Perhaps his most noteworthy achievement 
was to find a way to share his love of music 
and theater with the citizens of Monmouth 
County. After selling his business and ‘‘retir-
ing,’’ Phil devoted his energy and enthusiasm 
to the transformation of a run-down movie 
house in Red Bank into the Count Basie The-
atre, now a newly-renovated and vibrant cul-
tural center. Under his presidency of the the-
ater, he has helped bring music, plays, and 
other arts to the children of our district, and he 
has helped create a showplace for great jazz. 
He also helped establish a jazz scholarship to 
a leading school of music, which will be pre-
sented on an annual basis to deserving young 
jazz musicians in our district. He continues to 
serve as a trustee of the theater. 

Phil and his wife, Norma, a classically- 
trained pianist, a former high school music 
teacher, and now a family law attorney, live in 
Monmouth Beach. They have three sons, 
David, James, and Eric, and three grand-
children. All of their sons learned from Phil 
and Norma the importance of building their 
adult lives around giving service to others. 

Mr. Speaker, when we think of a life well- 
lived, we think about dedication to family, to 
community, and to place of worship. We think 
about balancing hard work with a love and 
passion for our culture’s highest forms of ex-
pression—theater, art, and music. Phil 
Rosenbloom certainly embodies, and con-
tinues to embody, the meaning of a well-lived 
life. Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to join 
me today in honoring Phil Rosenbloom and 
celebrating with him his 75th birthday. 

IN HONOR OF THE GRAMERCY 
PARK BLOCK ASSOCIATION AND 
ITS FOUNDERS, ARLENE HAR-
RISON AND TIMOTHY COHEN 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 26, 2000 

Mrs. MALONEY of New York. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to pay special tribute to The Gra-
mercy Park Block Association and to its found-
ers, Arlene Harrison and Timothy Cohen. The 
Gramercy Park Block Association is an invalu-
able organization that works tirelessly to im-
prove the safety, security, and quality of life of 
those New Yorkers who live in and around 
Gramercy Park. 

In the fall of 1993, Mr. Cohen, who was only 
fifteen years old at the time, was savagely 
beaten in an unprovoked attack by a neighbor-
hood gang. After his recovery, Mr. Cohen and 
his mother, Ms. Arlene Harrison, began a 
campaign to improve the quality of life in the 
area in which they live. 

Ms. Harrison and Mr. Cohen have pio-
neered the development of innovative, com-
munity based techniques to combat crime and 
improve the day-to-day quality of life for fellow 
Gramercy Park residents. 

Ms. Harrison and Mr. Cohen created and 
implemented Operation Interlock, an emer-
gency police radio network and have success-
fully campaigned to improve community ties 
with their local police precincts. The Block As-
sociation’s partnership with the Police Depart-
ment’s 13th Precinct has received national 
media attention as a model of how a police- 
community partnership can work to reduce 
crime in a neighborhood. Other police forces 
from around the nation are currently exploring 
the possibility of implementing Operation Inter-
lock in their own respective jurisdictions. 

In addition, the Association has successfully 
lobbied to increase both the wattage and the 
number of street lights around Gramercy Park 
and the Consolidated Edison energy plan. 
They have thereby made the neighborhood an 
increasingly safe place to walk at night. 

Mr. Cohen and Ms. Harrison have also pio-
neered the development and implementation 
of many other local programs that promote 
community service and safety, for example, 
Operation ID, Block Watcher Training Ses-
sions, Senior Citizen Escort, and Project 
Kidcare. Each of these programs serves a 
vital purpose in bringing the community to-
gether for a safer neighborhood. 

In particular, Ms. Harrison and Mr. Cohen 
mobilized the community in support of the 
Kenmore Rehabilitation Plan to clean up the 
notoriously drug and crime-ridden Kenmore 
Hotel. They worked tirelessly with local organi-
zations to rehabilitate the facility, providing a 
safer community and a more positive environ-
ment for a previously underserved group of 
tenants. Ms. Harrison now serves as the chair 
of the Kenmore Hall Advisory Board. 

Mr. Speaker, I salute the work of the Gra-
mercy Park Block Association and its found-
ers, Mr. Timothy Cohen and Ms. Arlene Har-
rison, and I ask my fellow Members of Con-
gress to join me in recognizing their contribu-
tions to the New York community and to our 

country. I take pride in the fact that I have 
such model citizens living in my district. 

f 

BELLE DEMBY, 106 YEARS YOUNG 

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 26, 2000 

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Belle Demby as she celebrates her 
106th birthday. 

Ms. Demby is a native of North Carolina 
who moved to Brooklyn as a teenager when 
her father got a job building the Fourth Ave-
nue subway line. When she first arrived in 
Brooklyn, you could still find fresh chickens in 
open air markets on Third Avenue and Myrtle 
Avenue. She worked for $1.50 a day sweep-
ing the platforms of the BRT subway line and 
probably never earned more than $12 a week 
throughout all of World War I. 

For entertainment, she listened to music. As 
she recently told a New York Times reporter, 
‘‘I listened to the radio. What do you call them, 
Victrola? All I can tell you is it was a big box 
that had music in it.’’ When the stock market 
crashed she and her husband both lost their 
jobs. To make ends meet, Ms. Demby worked 
in factories, laundries and anywhere she could 
get a job. She recalled recently how ‘‘long-
shoremen were walking back and forth to the 
waterfront to see if a ship came in so they 
could get work.’’ 

Belle Demby now lives near the Brooklyn 
Navy Yard in the Ingersoll Houses. Family and 
friends take turns reading her passages from 
the Bible. Although she is blind, she is still 
able to attend Bethel Baptist Church every 
Sunday with her daughter who is 87 and a 
grandson who at 69 is a grandfather himself. 

Please join me in acknowledging the re-
markable life of Belle Demby on her 106th 
birthday. 
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IN HONOR OF THE FIRST ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE COMPLETION 
OF THE KENMORE HOTEL RES-
TORATION PROJECT 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 26, 2000 

Mrs. MALONEY of New York. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to recognize the first anniversary 
of the complete restoration of the Kenmore 
Hotel. The hotel’s story is a remarkable tale of 
cooperation between many different levels of 
government, NPOs, and private industry in the 
name of helping those citizens who most des-
perately need our assistance. 

In 1927, the Kenmore Hotel was built by the 
family of Nathaniel West as an apartment 
hotel for working single New Yorkers. 
Throughout the 1970s and early 1980s the 
Kenmore became known as a hotel for the 
‘‘down and out’’ and the community witnessed 
its decent from modest respectability to com-
plete squalor. By the middle 1980s, the 
Kenmore’s elderly and mentally ill tenants 
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