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INTRODUCTION OF THE BOOK
STAMP ACT JULY 27, 2000

HON. RUSH D. HOLT

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 27, 2000

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, in this new century,
an education is more important to Americans
than ever before in our nation’s history. We
have progressed from the agricultural-based
economy of our forefathers to one that is
knowledge-based and dependent on informa-
tion and communications technology.

Today, in order to succeed and even just to
function in this new economy, Americans must
have a solid education and foundation of
skills. In addition, Americans must be
equipped with the skills necessary to continue
learning. They must be prepared to survive in
a world of rapid social and technological
change.

Literacy is the primary tool needed for life-
long learning. It opens up doors to new oppor-
tunities and experiences.

Yet, today, too many Americans are unable
to read a single sentence. In fact, nearly 40
percent of our nation’s children cannot read at
grade-level by the end of the third grade. In
disadvantaged communities, this failure rate is
a shocking 60 percent. Without the basic skill
of literacy, these children are likely to fall to
the wayside in our new economy.

We must combat illiteracy. However, we
cannot wait until these children start school;
we must reach them earlier. We should ea-
gerly seek to give these children the excite-
ment, the satisfaction, the empowerment, and
the impetus for growth that comes from read-
ing.
gStudies have confirmed that reading to
young children in the years before age 5 has
a profound effect on their ability to learn. Doc-
tors have told us that a child’s brain needs in-
tellectual stimulation to grow to its full poten-
tial, so we must read to our children from birth
through school age. But many families do not
have access to children’s books. A recent
study found that 60 percent of kindergarten
children who performed poorly in school did
not own a single book.

The Book Stamp Act, which | am intro-
ducing today along with my colleagues Mr.
UPTON, Mr. ANDREWS, Mr. MILLER, Mr. OWENS,
Mr. PAYNE, and Mr. ROMERO-BARCELO, and
which was recently introduced in the Senate
by Senators KENNEDY and HUTCHISON, will
help provide children with their own books be-
fore they enter school.

The act authorizes an appropriation of $50
million a year for this purpose. It also creates
a special postage stamp, which will feature an
early learning character and which will sell at
a slightly higher rate than the normal 33 cents,
to create additional revenues for the Book
Stamp Program.

The resources will be distributed through the
Child Care and Development Block Grant to
the state child care agency in each state. The
state agency then will allocate its funds to
local child care research and referral agencies
throughout the state on the basis of local
need.

These non-profit agencies will work with es-
tablished book distribution programs such as
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First Book, Reading is Fundamental, and
Reach Out and Read to coordinate the buying
of discounted books and the distribution of the
books to children.

However, since these young children cannot
read on their own. These agencies will also
work with parents and child care providers to
educate them on the best ways to read to chil-
dren and the most effective use of books with
children at various stages of development.

llliteracy is a serious problem. For our Na-
tion to continue to thrive in this new century,
we must ensure that all children have the abil-
ity to read and learn. The Book Stamp Act will
help achieve this goal.

| urge all of my colleagues to join me in
support of this bill.

————

HONORING LOUIS’ LUNCH ON ITS
105TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 27, 2000

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
pleasure that | rise today to celebrate the
105th anniversary of a true New Haven land-
mark: Louis’ Lunch. Recently the Lassen fam-
ily celebrated this landmark as well as the
100th anniversary of their claim to fame—the
invention and commercial serving of one of
America’s favorites, the hamburger.

A hundred years ago, Louis Lassen, founder
of Louis’ Lunch, ran a small lunch wagon sell-
ing steak sandwiches to local factory workers.
A frugal business man, Louis did not like to
waste the excess beef from his daily lunch
rush. So, he ground up the excess, grilled it,
and served it between two slices of bread—
without ketchup. With a meat grinder and a
streak of that infamous Yankee ingenuity,
Louis changed the course of American cul-
inary history, serving America’s first ham-
burger. This is the story that each faithful pa-
tron will hear when they visit the small Crown
Street luncheonette still owned and operated
by the third and fourth generations of the
Lassen family. Hamburgers are still the spe-
cialty of the house where steak is ground
fresh each day and hand molded, still slow
cooked on the same turn-of-the-century gas
grills, broiled vertically, and served between
two slices of toast with your choice of three
acceptable garnish: cheese, tomato, and
onion. Requests for ketchup or mustard are
briskly declined. This is the home of the great-
est hamburger in the world—a claim that is
not easily contested—perhaps best known for
allowing their customers to have a burger their
way or not at all.

More than just another diner, Louis’ Lunch
has held a special place in the hearts of the
residents of New Haven for more than a cen-
tury. Thousands turned out in the 1960s and
1970s when the city announced plans to raze
Louis’ to make room for a new high rise build-
ing—testimony to its immeasurable popularity
and special place in our City’s history. After
fighting City Hall for ten years, Ken Lassen,
Louis’ grandson, agreed to move the lunch-
eonette to its present Crown Street location.
To help with the reconstruction, patrons do-
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nated bricks for the new walls. Today, as he
takes you on the “tour of the walls”, Ken re-
counts each brick’s unique story and can point
to stones from Rome’s Colosseum, paving
bricks from Lisbon, Portugal, even a chunk of
rock from the Church of the Holy Sepulchre in
Jerusalem. Designated an historic landmark in
1967, it was with great pride that | nominated
Louis’ Lunch as a part of the Library of Con-
gress’ “Local Legacies” project earlier this
year. The Lassens and the community of New
Haven shared unparalleled excitement when
the Library of Congress named Louis’ Lunch a
“Connecticut Legacy”—nothing could be more
true.

The Lassen family has left an indelible mark
on our community’s history—and our country’s
history. | know the New Haven community will
join me as | stand today to extend my heartfelt
congratulations to Ken Lassen and his family
on the 105th anniversary of Louis’ Lunch. My
best wishes for another century of success.

IN CELEBRATION OF THE 65TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF SOCIAL SECU-
RITY

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 27, 2000

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
celebrate a great day in our nation’s history.
On August 14, 1935, President Franklin Dela-
no Roosevelt signed into law the historical So-
cial Security Act. This law has been improving
Americans’ lives for sixty-five years, and | rec-
ognize the anniversary of its signing.

Social Security represents a sacred com-
pact between the generations that benefits
both seniors and younger members of our na-
tion. Senior citizens have earned the right to
these benefits from a lifetime of work. Social
Security has granted our elders the peace to
live independently and with dignity. In addition,
the great pressures placed on our younger
generations to support their elderly parents
are lessened because of America’s Social Se-
curity program.

Complementing retirement benefits, the So-
cial Security Administration also provides citi-
zens with disability, survivor, Medicare, and
family benefits. In fact, one in three social se-
curity beneficiaries is, in fact, not a retiree. As
a result, Social Security has grown into a fam-
ily protection plan which forms a base of eco-
nomic security in today’s society. In my view,
Social Security is the most successful federal
program in history.

As President Roosevelt explained upon
signing the Social Security Act, “this law . . .
represents a cornerstone in a structure which
is being built but is by no means complete.”
As he predicted, the program has been
amended many times throughout the past
sixty-five years. With each change, the Social
Security Administration has extended its aid to
another group of needy Americans. Once
again, as Roosevelt foreshadowed, the law
has served to “take care of human needs and
at the same time provide the United States an
economic structure of vastly greater sound-
ness.”
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These social insurance programs have
blessed America with a reputation of pro-
tecting her citizens. As the Declaration of
Independence famously states, our govern-
ment has the responsibility to secure the rights
of life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. In
the past sixty-five years, the Social Security
Administration has been safeguarding these
rights for citizens who otherwise may easily be
overlooked. Our great nation has earned its
reputation for greatness in partial measure be-
cause of the accomplishments the Social Se-
curity Administration has achieved in the past
sixty-five years.

Mr. Speaker, | congratulate the Social Secu-
rity Administration, Congress, and the Amer-
ican people for their commitment to the social
security system. | look to the past and recog-
nize the magnitude of the Act’'s effect; | look
to the future and envision the achievements
that are yet to come. | ask my colleagues to
join me in this celebration and recognize the
sixty-five years that Social Security has been
improving America.

———

A TRIBUTE TO OFFICER BRIAN
ROSE

HON. GARY G. MILLER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 27, 2000

Mr. GARY MILLER of California. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise to congratulate Officer Brian Rose, of
the Montclair, California Police Department, for
earning the Montclair Chamber of Commerce
Officer of the Year Award for 1999.

Officer Rose began his law enforcement ca-
reer in 1993 with the Adelanto Police Depart-
ment. While in Adelanto, he served as a K-9
Officer on the HINET task force which tar-
geted drug transportation on the desert road-
ways.

In 1997, Officer Rose was hired by the
Montclair Police Department. Since his arrival,
he has been an outstanding law enforcement
officer. Last year, Officer Rose maintained a
stellar record of arrests, averaging over 14 ap-
prehensions each month. Many of these ar-
rests were felony drug charges which
stemmed from routine traffic stops. Officer
Rose also made over 20 DUI arrests, assisted
in the discovery of a methamphetamine lab in
the city, and aided in the investigation and ar-
rests on the charge of kidnapping for ransom.
A vehicle pursuit and stop conducted by Offi-
cer Rose resulted in the arrests of parolees,
the recovery of a firearm, drugs and over
$20,000 in drug monies. Most recently, he
stopped an out-of-state plated car which re-
sulted in the arrests for car theft and for a
murder warrant.

In addition to his work on the streets, Officer
Rose has been training to become an “Officer
in Charge” for his shift, as well as performing
the duties of a Field Training Officer. Officer
Rose serves as the Montclair Police Depart-
ment’s Drug Recognition Expert and trainer.

Officer Rose’s outstanding service to the
City of Montclair distinguishes him as a true
American hero, worthy of this Congress’
praise and gratitude.
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TRIBUTE TO CARL L. BLUM, P.E.
UPON HIS RETIREMENT AS DEP-
UTY DIRECTOR OF THE LOS AN-
GELES DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC
WORKS

HON. STEPHEN HORN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 27, 2000

Mr. HORN. Mr. Speaker, today | honor and
recognize Mr. Carl L. Blum, on the announce-
ment of his retirement as a Deputy Director of
the Los Angeles County Department of Public
Works.

Carl has served the people of the County of
Los Angeles with nothing less than the utmost
integrity and professionalism. During his years
of service at the Los Angeles County Flood
Control District and Department of Public
Works, Carl demonstrated an unwavering
commitment to making Los Angeles County a
better—and safer—place to live.

After 21 years with the Los Angeles County
Flood Control District, Carl joined the Los An-
geles County Department of Public Works. In
the many capacities he has served in, Carl
has played a large part in the successful man-
agement of public works in the County. | want
to commend Carl in particular for his integral
role in working with local, State, and Federal
officials and members of the community to
construct the Los Angeles County Drainage
Area Project (LACDA). It is a testament to
Carl’'s work—and that of other officials with
County and Corps of Engineers—that the
LACDA project has been one of the most suc-
cessful public projects in Los Angeles Coun-
ty’s history.

Mr. Speaker, | am saddened to see Carl re-
tire, but | want to congratulate him on his
many accomplishments and thank him for his
dedication to the people of Los Angeles Coun-
ty. | ask my colleagues to join me in wishing
Carl health and happiness in his future en-
deavors.

—————

NATIONAL ADVISORY COMMISSION
ON TAX REFORM AND SIM-
PLIFICATION

HON. JIM DeMINT

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 27, 2000

Mr. DEMINT. Mr. Speaker, the journey of a
thousand miles begins with a single step. This
was true when our founding fathers decided to
pledge their lives, their fortunes, and their sa-
cred honor to secure freedom and democracy
in our country. It is also true of our work in
Congress, where even the most difficult tasks
must begin with a single step.

Today we are here to take the first-step on
an issue crucial to the American people and to
me—fundamental tax reform. My friend RoB
PORTMAN and | are introducing legislation cre-
ating a national commission on fundamental
tax reform and simplification. The Portman/
DeMint bill establishes a commission to study
tax reform. and report to Congress with find-
ings and recommendations, so we can go for-
ward.
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A similar commission was passed as part of
my friend STEVE LARGENT’s bill which would
sunset the Federal Tax Code and allow Con-
gress to debate a replacement. | am still hope-
ful the Senate will do the right thing and take
up that bill. However, it is becoming increas-
ingly clear that this is an issue that, if we hope
to make serious progress, we must have a se-
rious study. A serious and comprehensive re-
port to Congress and the President will allow
us to move forward on this issue with some
foundation.

The Tax Code has become so intrusive, it
invades the daily decisions of families and
businesses. | know this from my own experi-
ence in starting and running a small business,
as well as from raising a family. As Ameri-
cans, | know we can do better.

There is no question that fundamental tax
reform is desperately needed. The Federal
Tax Code is 7 million words long, a patchwork
maze of complexity and confusion. It is intru-
sive, invasive, and overly complex—as my
constituents continually remind me.

The majority of Americans now turn to tax
professionals to prepare their tax forms. This
is hard to believe, but it is true. Many have no
choice—they simply do not understand all the
tricks and traps. Unfortunately, many of these
same tax professionals are calling for tax re-
form and simplification as well. | have spoken
with accountants and tax professionals from
my district who have told me of their struggles
and uncertainty.

This is not just my district. In 1998, Money
Magazine asked 46 tax professionals to cal-
culate a hypothetical family’s tax responsibil-
ities. Not one got the correct answer, and no
two even got the same answer. When tax pro-
fessionals do not understand the Federal Tax
Code, what about American families?

There are exemptions you may never know
you qualified for, and deductions you forgot to
take. There are different rates, and different
dates by which you need to file different forms
to qualify for those rates. There are ways in
which money must be moved through a com-
plex series of traps to avoid paying maximum
taxes, and there are mine fields of forms you
may never have known existed, which you
needed to file last week to avoid the fine you
just received. And there are people who make
their living mapping out the maze and guiding
others through this code. | do not fault these
people—it is a good living, and they are only
dealing with something that we in Congress
created. But is this the best we can do? Is this
in keeping with a government of the people,
by the people, for the people?

The Internal Revenue Service, which is gen-
erally made up of honorable men and women,
has been given the task of managing this
monster. It takes 136,000 people to administer
our federal tax laws. The FBI employs less
than 30,000—and they combat terrorism.

Since 1986, there have been over 5400
modifications to the Tax Code—and it is still
not fixed.

We must return fairness and simplicity to
our federal tax policy. | recognize this will not
be an easy task, | know that some are com-
fortable with the way things are, but | believe
it is the right thing to do.

| believe we are most secure when we are
most free, and the complexity and confusion
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