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of the federal tax code hinders our freedom. |
am convinced that we can do better.

The journey of a thousand miles begins with
a single step. When | came to Congress, |
came with a dream of increasing freedom for
people. In this, | continue to dream of a world
in which Americans live under a tax code that
is simple and fair, a code that makes sense.
To get there, it takes courage. To get there,
we must take the first step.

| invite my colleagues to cosponsor the
Portman/DeMint tax reform commission bill
and help us move forward on this issue in a
responsible way. We can get a handle on this
issue, and get a foothold to move forward with
fundamental tax reform. This is what the
American people have entrusted us to do, and
| ask for your help in securing the future for
our country.

———————
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HON. DAN BURTON
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Thursday, July 27, 2000

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, the
Chief Minister of Kashmir, Farooq Abdullah,
recently called for greater autonomy for the
state of Kashmir. However, Abdullah is closely
allied with India’s ruling BJP, and the BJP
government firmly rejected the demand. Other
state leaders like Gurcharan Singh Tohra and
Simrangid Singh Mann asked Chief Badal to
pass a similar measure in the Punjab Assem-
bly.

Under India’s constitution, Kashmir was sup-
posed to have a special status, but India has
systematically chipped away at it. How would
Chief Minister Abdullah make sure that they
do not do so under his autonomy plan? The
Indian government has imposed President’s
Rule on Punjab nine times. How would
Punjabi leaders ensure that it would not hap-
pen again if Punjab has autonomy?

When India forcibly and illegally oc-
cupied Kashmir, they promised that
there would be a plebiscite on Kash-
mir’s status. That promise has not
been kept. The Sikhs in Punjab were
promised ‘‘the glow of freedom’ in
Punjab. That promise, too, has been
broken. India proclaims its democratic
principles loudly, but fails to live up to
them when the time comes.

Mr. Speaker, the book The Politics of
Genocide by Iderjit Singh Jaijee re-
ports that the Indian government has
murdered over 250,000 Sikhs since 1984,
over 70,000 Kashmiri Muslims, more
than 200,000 Christians in Nagalim, and
thousands of others. According to Am-
nesty International, thousands of inno-
cent civilians are being held as polit-
ical prisoners. Christmas of 1998 un-
leashed a waive of violence against
Christians that has resulted in church
burnings and bombings, the murders of

priests and missionaries, and other
atrocities. Just recently, two exten-
sive, independent studies concluded
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that the Indian government killed 35
Sikhs in Chithi Singhpora. Amnesty
International has also said that India
is responsible. How is autonomy going
to prevent these things from hap-
pening?

America should support self-deter-
mination for all the peoples and na-
tions of South Asia. We should act
against the atrocities by cutting off
American aid against India until basic
human rights are enjoyed by all people
within its borders. We should declare
India a terrorist nation. And we should
declare our support for self-determina-
tion in South Asia by calling for a free
and fair plebiscite on the question of
independence. Not autonomy, but inde-
pendence. That is the only solution,
the only way to bring true freedom to
all the peoples and nations of South
Asia. If India is truly a democracy,
why can’t it allow the people of Kash-
mir to have the plebiscite fifty-two
years ago? Why can’t it allow the peo-
ple of Khalistan, Nagalim, and the
other nations seeking their freedom to
vote on their status the democratic
way? Is that too much to ask of democ-
racy?

———

IN RECOGNITION OF OFFICER
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Thursday, July 27, 2000

Mr. WYNN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor a constituent and one of Capitol Hill’s
finest, Officer Moses Hart. Officer Hart was
appointed to the United States Capitol Police
Force on October 15, 1973. He will be retiring
on July 31, 2000, after almost 27 years of dis-
tinguished service. He has spent his entire ca-
reer assigned to the House Division of the
Capitol Police. For the past 10 years, he has
been assigned to the Ford House Office Build-
ing. Over these years, Moses has made a tre-
mendous difference in the lives of Members of
the House, Congressional staff, and visitors
from throughout the world.

| wish him well in his retirement and hope
he will take the time to enjoy fishing, one of
his favorite hobbies. In addition, | am sure he
will devote time to his number one love, bar-
bering. Moses has been a licensed barber for
more than 30 years.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that my colleagues join
me in extending our sincerest appreciation
and best wishes to Moses Hart upon his re-
tirement for the United States Capitol Police
Force.

July 27, 2000

NATIONAL UNDERGROUND
RAILROAD FREEDOM CENTER ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. BARON P. HILL

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 25, 2000

Mr. HILL of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today in strong support of H.R. 2919, the Na-
tional Underground Railroad Freedom Center
Act. As the Representative of a Southern Indi-
ana district that housed many “stops” on the
Underground Railroad, | am a co-sponsor of
this legislation to promote preservation and
public awareness of the Underground Railroad
and those who helped African American
slaves escape to freedom in the North.

As we all know, the Underground Railroad
was an informal system of transporting run-
away slaves to freedom in the North and Can-
ada. The “stations” of the Railroad were
homes of slavery’s staunchest opponents, and
the “conductors” took the fugitives at night to
the next station along the secret routes. The
brave individuals who took these runaway
slaves into their homes, fed them, hid them
from authorities, and transported them to the
next stop up the road did so at high risk, as
those who aided fugitives were prosecuted,
especially after the passage of the Fugitive
Slave Act of 1850.

| am proud to say that Southern Indiana
played a key role in the Underground Rail-
road, one of the most powerful and sustained
multiracial human rights movements in world
history. The Ohio River, which separates Ken-
tucky and Indiana, represented the border be-
tween slavery in the South and freedom in the
North. There were twelve major crossing
points for runaway slaves along the Ohio
River, three of which were in my Congres-
sional district. Once the slaves crossed the
Ohio River, they were not only in free territory,
Indiana, but they had placed that wide river
between themselves and their pursuers.

In Indiana, fugitives could find refuge at Bill
Crawford’s farm near the town of Corydon.
Conductors transported fugitives from the
mouth of Indian Creek in Corydon across
Jackson County or Jennings County on their
way towards Ohio. Those who took a different
route over the Ohio River found refuge in Jef-
fersonville and Rising Sun. John B. Todd's
house in Madison, the site of some of the
busiest Underground Railroad activity in the
state, was a well-known safe haven for
escapees. There were an estimated 600 to
800 successful escapees through Kentucky
and Indiana each year due to these brave ef-
forts.

Mr. Speaker, | salute both the Hoosiers who
helped the fugitive slaves through the Under-
ground Railroad and the slaves whose love for
freedom motivated them to risk their lives by
escaping to the North. The Freedom Center in
Cincinnati, Ohio, will facilitate a greater under-
standing of our nation’s history and honor
those who risked their own freedom to stand
by their conviction that no person should be
slave to another.
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