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Mr. CROWLEY. Mr. Speaker, today, I am 
introducing legislation, along with Congress-
woman NITA LOWEY, in an effort to correct a 
grave injustice being committed against our 
friend and ally in the Middle East; Israel. 

Many of my colleagues may not be aware 
that a number of nations have not established 
full diplomatic relations with Israel. Israel cur-
rently maintains diplomatic relations with 162 
countries. Approximately 25 countries do not 
have any diplomatic relations with Israel at all. 
Another 4 countries have only limited rela-
tions. 

In order for Israel to be a full member of the 
world community, she must establish diplo-
matic relations. The Israeli Embassy tells me 
that Israel is actively seeking to establish and 
upgrade their relations with several countries. 
This has proven difficult with many of the Is-
lamic nations, such as Pakistan and Indo-
nesia. 

In 1994, Representative Lee Hamilton had 
language included in the State Department 
Foreign Relations FY94–95 Authorization bill 
that stated the Secretary of State should make 
the issue of Israel’s diplomatic relations a pri-
ority and urge countries that receive U.S. as-
sistance to establish full diplomatic relations 
with Israel. 

Unfortunately, despite this provision, the 
U.S. government has not made this issue a 
priority. 

At the beginning of this year, during an 
International Relations Committee hearing, I 
asked Secretary of State Madeleine Albright 
about Israel’s diplomatic relations with coun-
tries receiving U.S. assistance. The Secretary 
replied that she considers Israel’s relations 
with the world community and other nations 
essential to peace and stability and has been 
actively encouraging countries, such as Indo-
nesia, to establish full relations with Israel. I 
could not agree more. 

I believe the U.S. should be doing every-
thing possible to help Israel establish these re-
lations. In fact, Congresswoman LOWEY and I 
worked together to include a provision in the 
Report to the FY 2001 Foreign Operations Ap-
propriations bill that urges Israel’s Arab neigh-
bors to establish full diplomatic relations with 
Israel. 

However, more needs to be done. That is 
why Congresswoman LOWEY and I are intro-
ducing the ‘‘Israel Diplomatic Relations Act,’’ 
to help promote Israel’s role in the inter-
national community. 

Our legislation spells out clearly the impor-
tance of Israel’s status in the international 
community and the need for Israel to receive 
the recognition she deserves. It also requires 
an annual report to Congress by the U.S. De-
partment of State on U.S. government activi-
ties to help promote Israel’s diplomatic rela-
tions in the world community. 

This report is of critical importance because 
it will require our embassies to focus attention 
on Israel’s diplomatic relations. 

I urge my colleagues to help us promote 
peace and stability in the Middle East by sup-
porting and cosponsoring this critical legisla-
tion. 
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HONORING NORM ANTINETTI 

HON. GARY A. CONDIT 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 27, 2000 

Mr. CONDIT. Mr. Speaker, today I honor a 
very special person, Mr. Norm Antinetti as he 
enters into a well-deserved retirement after 40 
years of dedicated service to Oakdale High 
School. 

Norm’s list of accomplishments is impres-
sive. He has the distinction of holding the 
longest tenure in the history of Oakdale High. 
During that career he coached football, base-
ball and the love of his life, basketball. 

There’s a saying in Oakdale, Mr. Speaker: If 
you grew up in Oakdale and played basket-
ball, you know Norm. He’s as much a fixture 
on the court as his red Oakdale Mustangs 
baseball cap or jacket is on him. 

As a coach, he guided teams to four Valley 
Oak League championships and won four 
other major tournament championships. He 
coached the Kiwanis Large Schools South All- 
Star basketball team twice and started 
Oakdale’s 30-year-old Rotary Holiday Classic 
Basketball Tournament. 

He’s been named the California Inter-
scholastic Federation—San Joaquin Athletic 
Director of the Year, Stanislaus District Coach 
of the Year, Valley Oak League Varsity Coach 
of the Year and Fellowship of Christian Ath-
letes Coach of the Year to name only a few 
of his accolades. 

It is rare that we are able to recognize such 
a selfless person. He is a fitting example of 
what is right about getting involved with our 
young people and being a positive role model 
for them. 

I consider it a privilege to call him friend and 
am very proud to ask my colleagues to join 
me in honoring Norm Antinetti. 
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HONORING MINNIE ELIZABETH 
SAPP 

HON. VAN HILLEARY 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 27, 2000 

Mr. HILLEARY. Mr. Speaker, it is with great 
joy that today I honor Minnie Elizabeth Sapp, 
who recently celebrated her one-hundredth 
birthday. Mrs. Sapp had the rare fortune of 
seeing a complete century unfold. It was on 
July 12, 1900 that Mrs. Sapp was born—in the 
log house built by her grandfather, James 
Waymon Mitchell, on Lost Creek in White 
County, and it was on July 12, 2000 that we 
celebrated her one-hundredth birthday. 

On Christmas Day in 1921, Mrs. Sapp mar-
ried Homer Floyd Sapp in the same room in 
the log house where she was born. The cou-
ple traveled by buggy to Homer’s father’s 
home, at what is now Rim Rock Mesa at Bon 

Air. Six years later they moved to a forty-acre 
farm on Corolla Road. 

The couple had seven children. The two 
boys died as infants, and sadly one daughter, 
Helen, passed away at 14. The other four 
daughters survived: Josephine, Norma, Eve-
lyn, and Betty. Although her husband Homer 
died in 1980, Mrs. Sapp continues to live at 
the farm that the couple moved to 73 years 
ago. 

In 1993, Mrs. Sapp wrote her personal 
memoirs, and among her memories are recol-
lections of lighting the house with coal lamps 
and making lye and soap. The United States 
has changed much since the days of her 
childhood, but her memories of quilting, walk-
ing barefoot to free school and later attending 
boarding school at Pleasant Hill Academy, 
carrying water from the spring, and keeping 
the fire going year round have shaped a 
strong, loving woman who is devoted to her 
family and friends. 

Two weeks ago I had the honor of attending 
Mrs. Sapp’s birthday celebration, and on the 
16th of July the Bon Air United Methodist 
Church honored her with a service, singing, 
and presentation of a plaque. The family and 
friends who surround her serve as a testament 
to the impact this amazing woman has on all 
who meet her. 

Truly, Minnie Elizabeth Sapp is a blessing to 
her community. Mrs. Sapp’s devotion to family 
and religion has seen her through 100 years, 
and I am confident that it is her love of life 
which will fill every day that is to come. That 
is why it is in the spirit of all who know and 
love her that I wish to congratulate Mrs. Sapp 
on her one-hundredth birthday celebration. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF THE CON-
TRIBUTIONS MADE BY FRANK 
PUCKETT 

HON. CHARLES W. STENHOLM 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 27, 2000 

Mr. STENHOLM. Mr. Speaker, today I draw 
my colleagues’ attention to the years of serv-
ice that Mr. Frank Puckett has provided to the 
city of Abilene and I congratulate Frank upon 
his retirement from the Abilene Reporter- 
News, the largest newspaper in the 17th Con-
gressional District where he was employed for 
19 years. Both with the newspaper and in the 
community, Frank’s leadership has been tire-
less and productive. 

It took Frank awhile to find his way to us out 
in West Texas. Having begun his life in Indi-
ana, he journeyed through the wilderness of 
Ohio and Illinois before making it to the Prom-
ised Land of Abilene in 1981. We’re glad he 
persevered. 

Frank joined the Reporter-News in 1981 as 
executive vice president and general manager. 
It took him only two years to be promoted to 
the position of president and then in 1995 he 
assumed the publisher’s mantle. 

While his role with the newspaper has been 
significant, it may be that his involvement with 
the city of Abilene has been even more far- 
reaching. During the 1980s when the Texas 
economy presented numerous challenges to 
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