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house arrest. Her house is surrounded 
by SLORC military forces and secret 
police, and many diplomats in Rangoon 
are expressing concern about her 
health and her well-being. 

Yesterday, the British Ambassador 
to Burma was roughed up by the 
SLORC goons when he tried to visit 
Aung San Suu Kyi. The National 
League for Democracy in Rangoon has 
had their offices raided and documents 
confiscated and their members have 
been arrested and face arbitrary jail 
sentences. 

In the countryside, the SLORC re-
gime continues its brutality and ethnic 
cleansing against indigenous tribal 
groups such as the Christian Karens 
and Karennis, who are seeking emer-
gency refuge in Thailand in growing 
numbers. The SLORC and Communist 
Chinese benefit from the narcotics 
trafficking of the ruthless Wa State 
Army, which is destabilizing Thailand 
and spreading the poison of deadly her-
oin throughout the world. 

The United States Congress is not ig-
norant of the corrupt and brutal prac-
tices of the Burmese dictatorship. 
Their wicked deeds will continue and 
will continue to be noted here. Their 
continued repression of democracy is 
evident. 

The United States and the Demo-
cratic nations which are doing business 
with SLORC, and I might add Japan, 
Australia, Israel, Singapore and others, 
those of us in the democratic world 
will not sit by and watch this idly as 
this type of repression continues for-
ever. 

Investment in Burma has already 
been affected. Tragically, the people of 
Burma suffer as commerce and trade 
has dried up. And they are already suf-
fering terrible deprivation in Burma as 
their gangster regime which controls 
their country impoverishes what 
should be a rich land. 

This regime, the SLORC regime in 
Burma, is condemning those people 
who should be living a prosperous life. 
They are condemning them to poverty 
and deprivation and tyranny. A coun-
try so rich in natural resources is now 
one of the poorest in the world without 
freedom. 

Tonight, as we note this is going on 
in Burma, let us note a champion of 
human rights. Ginetta Sagan passed 
from this scene last week. Ginetta 
Sagan helped me many times in the 
cause of human rights in Burma and in 
other countries. Ginetta Sagan first 
volunteered to fight tyranny as a mem-
ber of the Resistance against Fascists 
and Nazis in World War II. 

After she was captured then, she was 
brutally tortured. And after she sur-
vived that torture, she helped lay the 
foundation for the modern human 
rights movement. 

Ginetta Sagan was under 5 foot in 
height, but she was a giant in the fight 
for justice and liberty, saving thou-

sands of political prisoners through her 
efforts in Poland, Vietnam, Chile, and 
Greece. She died, unfortunately, after a 
full life, on September 1. 

Ginetta Sagan is gone, but the fight 
for human rights continues and the 
struggle against gangsters like those 
who control Burma continues. We have 
to pick up the torch and carry on 
where Ginetta left off. Justice and de-
mocracy will triumph over evil because 
we will not falter and Ginetta Sagan 
will not be forgotten. 

Let me just say that Ginetta Sagan 
and I were active for 20 years. She had 
enormous energy and love for people. 
She will be missed. But the tyrants in 
Burma and elsewhere should not think 
that this is a loss, because her spirit 
will continue to inspire others to con-
tinue this fight for liberty and justice. 
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ESTATE TAX 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. SHERMAN) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
to the gentleman from San Diego, Cali-
fornia (Mr. FILNER). 

Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman for yielding to me. 

Mr. Speaker, I just briefly want to 
respond to the gentleman from Orange 
County, California (Mr. ROHRABACHER). 
I invite him to visit San Diego. 

It is misplaced to blame the San 
Diego crisis on environmental regula-
tions. Yes, we need more capacity as 
the environment grows. Yes, we need 
environmentally sensitive generating 
capacity. And, yes, we need alternative 
sources of energy. There is plenty of 
sun in San Diego. But this crisis is not 
one of supply and demand. 

This crisis had to do with monopoly 
pricing and manipulation of the mar-
ket. The price had nothing to do with 
when the load was at peak or when sup-
ply was needed. It had to do with the 
people who controlled it and what price 
they could get. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, re-
claiming my time, I want to add my 
voice to that of the gentleman from 
California (Mr. ROHRABACHER) in call-
ing for human rights in Myanma, also 
known as Burma. 

Mr. Speaker, with Senator 
LIEBERMAN’s recent notoriety, the 
country has learned a few words of Yid-
dish. And one of the more interesting 
words is the world chutzpah, best de-
fined as the kind of extreme galling 
nerve as when someone who has killed 
their parents asks for mercy because, 
after all, they are an orphan. 

Mr. Speaker, there is something that 
calls for even more chutzpah than the 
Menendez brothers asking for a com-
mutation of their sentence because of 
their status as orphans, and that is 
when our Republican colleagues come 
to this floor and accuse the Democrats 

of waging class warfare when they will 
bring before this House tomorrow an 
override of the President’s wise veto of 
the estate tax repeal. 

They will try to ram through this 
House a bill that provides $50 billion in 
tax cuts once it is fully effective. Not 
one penny, not one penny, for the home 
health care worker. Not one penny for 
the fast-food employee. Not one penny 
for the janitor. Fifty billion dollars and 
not one penny for those struggling to 
get by. All of it for the richest 11⁄2 per-
cent of Americans, most of it for the 
3,000 richest families in America. 

And they will have the chutzpah to 
come here and say that they want to 
imperil this economic expansion for 
the benefits of those lucky few and ac-
cuse us of waging class warfare. 

Mr. Speaker, I represent a district 
that is not envious. I do not represent 
class envy. Malibu is the second richest 
city in my district. My constituents, 
more than most others, do pay the es-
tate tax. But they have sent me here to 
Washington to fight for fiscal responsi-
bility, for Social Security, for Medi-
care with prescription drug coverage, 
and for Federal aid to education and to 
the environment. 

They did not send me here to ask for 
$50 billion, all of it, all of it for the 
wealthiest 11⁄2 percent of Americans. 
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This estate tax does not affect any 
family or will not affect any family 
with $2 million or less to leave to their 
children. But it will affect the as of yet 
unborn Bill Gates, Jr. 

Mr. Speaker, I think that it is impor-
tant that our children and grand-
children inherit a government that is 
debt free rather than a few families are 
able to inherit millions or even billions 
of dollars that are tax free. 

Mr. Speaker, this $50 billion of tax 
relief aimed at those with the most 
will imperil Social Security, Medicare, 
and prescription drug coverage; imperil 
our ability to pay off the national debt, 
maintain fiscal responsibility and con-
tinue our unprecedented economic 
growth. 

There are two other bad aspects of 
this bill that have not been discussed 
on this floor. First, in order to keep 
the cost down to only $50 billion, the 
authors of this bill, which should have 
been vetoed, actually increase the tax 
of many widows, increase the income 
tax of widows by denying them a step 
up in basis for their income tax re-
turns. And, second, this estate tax re-
peal will cost America’s hospitals, uni-
versities, and charities billions of dol-
lars. They will come here asking for 
our help, but with $50 billion a year 
less in Federal revenue, we will not be 
able to help them. This is the unspoken 
secret. The universities and their de-
velopment officers will not tell us 
about it because they do not want to 
bite the hand that feeds them. But 
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