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wonderful children; Michael, Cynthia and 
Betsy and three grandchildren. 

Mitch spent his life serving his community 
and was well loved and respected by all who 
knew him. He was a man known for his 
pizzazz and his strength. 

Mr. Speaker, it is a privilege for me to pay 
my last respects to a man who gave so much 
of himself to his community and his family. 
Mitch will be missed by all whose lives he 
touched. I am honored to have known him and 
to have been able to call him a friend. 

f 

HONORING ROY MARTINEZ 

HON. SCOTT McINNIS 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 6, 2000 

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, at this time I 
would like to extend my gratitude to the Hon-
orable Roy Martinez. Mr. Martinez’s commit-
ment to improving his community through pub-
lic service has made San Luis, Colorado a 
better place for everyone who lives there. 
After donating 26 years to his community, Mr. 
Martinez is stepping down from public office. 

For over a quarter of a century, Mr. Mar-
tinez has generously given of his time and 
personal resources to the citizens of Costilla 
County. During the past four years he has 
served honorably as County Commissioner, 
where his diligent work helped to bring the 
county into this technological age. Before be-
coming Commissioner, he served as Clerk 
and Recorder for over two decades, again, 
with great distinction. 

Mr. Martinez has served his community ad-
mirably and his dedication and drive to suc-
ceed will be missed. 

Roy, you have made your community, state 
and nation proud. I commend you on your 
service to the citizens of Costilla County and 
I wish you the best in your future endeavors. 

f 

RELIGIOUS WORKER VISAS 

HON. ELTON GALLEGLY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 6, 2000 

Mr. GALLEGLY. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
express my support of H.R. 1871, the Mother 
Teresa Religious Worker Act of 1999, by add-
ing my name as a cosponsor. H.R. 1871 is an 
important bill that permanently extends the re-
ligious worker visa program, which is set to 
expire at the end of this month. Under the cur-
rent program, 5,000 religious workers enter 
the United States each year to participate in 
spiritual and charitable work in communities 
throughout our country, including many com-
munities in my native California. 

The visa program allows religious organiza-
tions to sponsor non-minister religious workers 
from foreign countries. These volunteers often 
work with our most needy individuals through 
church programs to ensure they have shelter 
and food. Aside from assisting with the bare 
necessities, they minister to the sick, work 
with adolescents at risk, and assist refugees 

and immigrants when they first arrive in the 
United States. 

This program is due to expire on September 
30 of this year. I call upon my colleagues to 
extend this religious worker visa program be-
fore this date to avoid any disruption for those 
seeking to enter our country. 

At the same time, both the Department of 
State and the Immigration and Naturalization 
Service have expressed concerns that the reli-
gious worker visa program is vulnerable to 
fraud. I share many of these concerns. There-
fore, as this legislation moves through Con-
gress, we must address the issues raised by 
the State Department and INS and ensure that 
only those persons who perform religious work 
enter on these visas. 

I urge the permanent extension of the reli-
gious worker visa program at the earliest pos-
sible date. 

f 

IN HONOR OF THE 40TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE SOUTHLAND YWCA 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 6, 2000 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the fortieth anniversary of the Southland 
YWCA. This non-profit organization has been 
serving women and their families in the South-
west area of Cleveland since 1919, and it de-
serve our recognition and congratulations. 

The Southland YWCA in Middleburg 
Heights, Ohio is commemorating its 40th Anni-
versary on September 8 and 9, 2000. These 
two days of celebration should prove to be 
embraced throughout the community, as 
women and their families show their apprecia-
tion for an organization that has continually 
served the people of its area with a large vari-
ety of beneficial programs. 

In 1960, the Southland YWCA moved to its 
current location in Middleburg Heights, Ohio, 
and it has continued to serve families in the 
area ever since. The Southland YWCA serves 
the Southwest area of Cleveland in the areas 
of fitness, child care, and diversity program-
ming, among many others. It has implemented 
many programs and activities for the commu-
nity, including swimming lessons, summer day 
camp for children, exercise classes, karate 
lessons, homemaking lessons, craft classes, 
divorce support programs, help for battered 
women, and even an investment club. 
Through these many services, the YWCA has 
encouraged women to become activists in 
their own communities. 

I take their opportunity to applaud the fine 
service the Southland YWCA has provided to 
Cleveland for forty years because I believe 
that organizations such as this one are essen-
tial to the development of our communities 
throughout the country. I would like to wish the 
YWCA the best of luck in the future, and hope 
to see the organization commended again 
forty years from now. 

REVEREND MONSIGNOR GERARD 
T. LA CERRA DISTINGUISHED 
AND BELOVED CHANCELLOR AND 
FRIEND 

HON. ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 6, 2000 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
great sadness that I note the passing of Rev-
erend Monsignor Gerard T. La Cerra, one of 
South Florida’s most beloved and distin-
guished residents. 

With selfless devotion and love, Monsignor 
La Cerra served the Archdiocese of Miami not 
only as its Chancellor from 1978 to 1993, but 
also as a source of strength and inspiration to 
all who knew him. Although we will all remem-
ber his important position in the Church for he 
was designated as Prelate with Honor with the 
title of Reverend Monsignor by His Holiness 
Pope John Paul II and was appointed Found-
ing Supervising Principal of the new Catholic 
High School in South Dade, Archbishop Cole-
man F. Carroll High, we will remember most 
his extraordinary acts of kindness to the peo-
ple of South Florida. 

We were fortunate to have Monsignor La 
Cerra and the love and kindness that he ex-
pressed to our community and our church will 
forever be remembered and cherished. My of-
fice and the rest of the South Florida Congres-
sional delegation had the opportunity to get to 
know Monsignor La Cerra more closely and to 
restitute some of the work he did for his parish 
by organizing an effort to increase public 
awareness on the need for organ transplant 
and donations. He underwent a successful 
heart transplant surgery and was able to con-
tinue his work in the Archdiocese of Miami. 

I ask my Congressional colleagues to join 
me in paying tribute to this devoted spiritual 
leader and to express our heartfelt condo-
lences to his family and friends, may they find 
peace and comfort in the knowledge that he 
made significant differences in the many lives 
he touched. He will forever be remembered. 

f 

HONORING PAT LATRONICA 

HON. SCOTT McINNIS 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 6, 2000 

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
take a moment to recognize a very distin-
guished woman, Pat LaTronica of Pueblo, Col-
orado. Mrs. LaTronica passed away July 3, 
2000 at the age of 62. She was best known 
for her work at a local restaurant as well as 
her charity work. With her warm heart and 
great eye for classy fashion, she brought a 
smile to patrons of her restaurant, no matter 
their age or background. 

In addition to her work at the restaurant, 
Mrs. LaTronica was also an enthusiastic vol-
unteer in her community. If it wasn’t helping 
serve holiday dinners to those less fortunate, 
it was working hard on the board of directors 
of the Salvation Army. No matter the time of 
year, this wonderful woman could be found 
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bringing smiles to the faces of citizens through 
her considerable volunteer efforts. 

Mrs. LaTronica brought a spirit of joy to all 
of those around her no matter where or what 
she was doing. It is this sense of joy and hap-
piness that will be missed, but not soon forgot-
ten. 

Ms. LaTronica was a great citizen and an 
even better person. She will be greatly missed 
by friends, family and the citizens of Pueblo. 

f 

IN HONOR OF THE UNION CITY 
HOUSING AUTHORITY, CELE-
BRATING 50 YEARS OF AFFORD-
ABLE HOUSING 

HON. ROBERT MENENDEZ 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 6, 2000 

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the Housing Authority of Union City, 
New Jersey, celebrating a half-century of pro-
viding affordable housing to area families. 

The 50th anniversary of the Union City 
Housing Authority is a wonderful cause for 
celebration. However, the real celebration lies 
in the extraordinary success the Authority has 
achieved in community building, which has led 
to its recognition as one of the top performing 
housing authorities in the nation. 

This success has been accomplished 
through a clear understanding that building 
houses alone will not build communities. Com-
passion, hard work, dedication, and solid plan-
ning are the heart and mind of the Union City 
Housing Authority, and it is this heart and 
mind that builds prosperous communities. 

When people envision public housing, they 
do not envision communities that provide for 
the spiritual and social needs of residents. 
Most picture dismal, neglected houses, empty 
streets, and residents disconnected from the 
mainstream. 

Public housing has changed because we 
have changed. For many years now, the 
Union City Housing Authority has had a dif-
ferent vision of public housing; and today, that 
vision has touched countless lives, satisfying 
for many the age-old need for a real home— 
not just a shelter from the harsh elements. 

Today, I ask my colleagues to join me as I 
honor the Union City Housing Authority for its 
extraordinary success at providing affordable 
housing, establishing communities, and chang-
ing lives. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MS. KATHRINE SMITH 
OF MADISON COUNTY, ALABAMA 

HON. ROBERT E. (BUD) CRAMER, JR. 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 6, 2000 

Mr. CRAMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to a wonderful woman in my dis-
trict, Ms. Kathrine ‘‘Kate’’ Smith. Today Ms. 
Smith celebrates her 94th birthday. For almost 
a century, she has graced North Alabama with 
her dignified presence and has shared her tal-
ents and gifts with her community. 

Ms. Smith’s community service accomplish-
ments would fill many a page, so it will suffice 
to say that she gives back to her community 
tenfold. Ms. Smith has been recognized for 
her service with many awards, plaques and 
certificates and thus it is fitting that the United 
States Congress join the many others in hon-
oring her for her full and selfless life. 

In addition to her outstanding community 
service, she is also a member of First Mis-
sionary Baptist Church, she sings in the 
church choir and is a member of the Mis-
sionary Society, OES (Eastern Star) and The 
Good Neighbor’s Club. 

I join Ms. Smith’s friends and family who 
love her dearly in wishing her a happy and 
healthy 94th year. I thank her for her extraor-
dinary contributions to our community and 
wish her a well-deserved happy birthday. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO CASTRO VALLEY UNI-
FIED SCHOOL DISTRICT AND ST. 
MARY’S COLLEGE SCHOOL OF 
EDUCATION 

HON. ELLEN O. TAUSCHER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 6, 2000 

Mrs. TAUSCHER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor an outstanding public-private partner-
ship in my district and all the participants who 
share a deep commitment for the education of 
our children. Castro Valley Unified School Dis-
trict and St. Mary’s College of California have 
developed and implemented a partnership that 
has led to a comprehensive literacy develop-
ment program at kindergarten through post- 
graduate collegiate levels. 

I commend St. Mary’s College of California 
for forming a public-private partnership with 
the Castro Valley Unified School District. This 
commitment to the betterment of children and 
education by extending professional learning 
experiences and teaching strategies has 
greatly increased the school district’s ability to 
deliver a comprehensive literacy program. Be-
cause of their efforts, almost all Castro Valley 
Unified School District students completing 
third grade are at or above reading level, stu-
dent achievement is up, literacy attainment is 
heightened, and teaching strategies are being 
redefined and better directed. 

I take great pride in honoring the dedication 
and professional leadership that St. Mary’s 
College has taken in establishing this partner-
ship. The partnership has helped expand the 
role of the public school teacher to a re-
searcher, writer, and facilitator and created a 
model for successful literacy teacher-training 
programs. I believe that this public-private 
partnership should serve as a model to school 
districts and colleges across the country in 
order to create higher standards of literacy 
and literacy education at kindergarten through 
post-graduate collegiate levels. 

HONORING PATTY ARAGON 

HON. SCOTT McINNIS 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, September 6, 2000 

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
take this moment to celebrate the wonderful 
life of Patricia Aragon. Mrs. Aragon recently 
passed on after a courageous battle with can-
cer. 

Patty was a beloved citizen of Pagosa 
Springs where she and her husband, Ross, 
raised their six children. And with Patty, it was 
always children—hers and others in her com-
munity—that came first. She served on the 
local school board for over a decade where 
she was proud to pass out diplomas at com-
mencement ceremonies. Everyone who came 
in contact with Patty was instantly overtaken 
with her loving spirit. When she wasn’t helping 
the school system, she could be found serving 
patron’s of her restaurant. She and her hus-
band owned Al’s and Al’s West restaurants 
where Patty was famous for her chiliburgers 
and homemade tortillas. 

Patty Aragon was an incredibly spirited per-
son who loved to see others smile. Through 
her business and public service, she touched 
the lives of hundreds children and adults alike. 

It is with this, Mr. Speaker, that I say thank 
you to this remarkable woman and great Colo-
radan. She will be greatly missed, but not 
soon forgotten. 

f 

LEBARON TAYLOR—A MAN FOR 
ALL SEASONS 

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 6, 2000 

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, next week the 
Congressional Black Caucus Foundation will 
host its 30th Annual Legislative Weekend. For 
the first time in the history of this event, we 
will be without our beloved friend, and former 
CBC Foundation Chairman and board mem-
ber, H. LeBaron Taylor. LeBaron died from 
cardiac arrest on July 19th. 

LeBaron was both Senior Vice President for 
Corporate Affairs at Sony Music Entertainment 
and Vice President for Corporate Affairs at 
Sony Software Corporation. His responsibil-
ities ranged from government and public af-
fairs issues to corporate responsibilities includ-
ing equal opportunity employment and minority 
development and corporate philanthropy. 
LeBaron’s impact on the entertainment indus-
try, however, far exceed his formal titles or po-
sitions within the Sony corporate structure. 

From his entry in the music industry as a 
broadcast engineer as well as an on-air per-
sonality and program director at WCHB in De-
troit to a stint as station manager at WDAS in 
Philadelphia to his move into the record busi-
ness with the creation of Revilot Records in 
1967, LeBaron was a pioneer in the promotion 
of Black music. He would later move to Atlan-
tic Records in New York City before joining 
CBS Records in 1974. Black Enterprise maga-
zine noted that LeBaron ‘‘defined black music 
in the ’70’s.’’ 
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