17210

In a NY Times Op-Ed article on August 6,
2000, President Carter wrote: ‘‘Accolades for
one side and condemnation of the other is al-
ways a political temptation after an unsuc-
cessful effort, but this makes it very dif-
ficult to orchestrate future negotiation ses-
sions where mutual confidence in the medi-
ator is required. Such statements made since
Camp David discussions have aroused con-
cern in the Arab community, and the pos-
sible movement of the American Embassy
from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem would create an
even greater impediment to further
progress.”’

Let us look for solutions rather than waste
our time and energy trying to find excuses.

As for Egypt’s role, when asked on Israeli
television about this issue, President Clinton
answered “‘I think that the truth is that be-
cause this had never been discussed before
between the two parties—and because when
we went into the negotiations, they were
usually secret or sacrosanct—that I'm not
sure, number one, that they thought they
knew enough to know what to ask for’.

President Clinton also spoke about Egypt’s
role in the peace process in an interview
with Al-Hayat Newspaper published Friday
the 11th of August. He said: ‘“The fact is that
all that has happened since the original
Camp David in September ’78, including Ma-
drid and Oslo, is an indication of the coura-
geous and visionary policy of Egypt. Egypt
was a pioneer for peace and continues to be
a key partner for the United States. We
agree on the fundamentals of the peace proc-
ess and we will not be able to reach an
Israeli-Palestinian agreement on these core
issues without close consultations with
Egypt. We are engaged in such a process
today.”

What more can be said to dispel rumors
that Egypt and other Arab countries were
not helpful to the negotiations in Camp
David. Egypt has been a key player in
brokering almost all Palestinian-Israeli
agreements, and has taken an active role in
the pursuit of a just, lasting and comprehen-
sive peace settlement. When faced with a cri-
sis or a stalemate in any Arab-Israeli nego-
tiations, the parties and the United States
always turn to Egypt for fair and objective
advice. One recent example was the Sharm el
Sheikh Summit in September 1999.

It is noteworthy that Prime Minister
Barak sent an envoy to Cairo even before
leaving the U.S. and then proceeded himself
to Cairo to meet President Mubarak after his
return to the region, as did President Arafat.
In the meantime, contacts between Egyptian
and American officials continued in search
of ways to overcome this impasse; Ambas-
sador Walker, the Assistant Secretary of
State for Near Eastern Affairs went to Cairo
where he met with President Mubarak and
conferred with Foreign Minister Moussa to
coordinate both countries’ efforts. President
Clinton has recently corresponded with
President Mubarak and Secretary Albright
has since then called Foreign Minister
Moussa. As always, we are now examining
avenues of working with Palestinians and
Israelis to give a creative boost to the nego-
tiating process.

It is a difficult task before us, let us focus
our efforts on finding a truly historic com-
promise to finally bring peace between Pal-
estinians and Israelis. I look forward to
working with you toward this objective.

Sincerely,
NABIL FAHMY,
Ambassador.

EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS
HONORING DONNIE SPARKS

HON. SCOTT McINNIS

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 6, 2000

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
congratulate Donnie Sparks, of Canon City,
Colorado, for his outstanding career in the Bu-
reau of Land Management. Mr. Sparks served
diligently as field office manager for nearly two
decades. His efforts have been instrumental in
designing State and Federal partnerships that
have become eminently successful within the
Bureau.

Before his distinguished career with the
BLM in Colorado, Donnie worked as assistant
manager for the Bureau in Alaska where he
helped to manage the entire northwest corner
of the state. After moving to Colorado,
Donnie’s hard work paid off in contributions
that will live on in Colorado for many decades
to come. Along with the Colorado Department
of Corrections, Mr. Sparks helped to develop
the very successful wild horse program that
has been in place for nearly 15 years. Donnie
also worked to form yet another State and
Federal partnership with the Colorado Depart-
ment of Parks and Outdoor Recreation cre-
ating the Arkansas Headwaters Recreation
Area, which has become the most rafted river
in the country.

It is with this, Mr. Speaker, that | say thank
you to Donnie for his hard work and service
over the years. Donnie’s distinguished career
has been quite remarkable and has had a
positive impact on Colorado that will not soon
be forgotten. He has worked hard to improve
our great state and for that | thank him.

| wish him the best in all his future endeav-
ors.

———

TRIBUTE TO DR. LARRY WYMAN
McCOY OF THE SHOALS, ALABAMA

HON. ROBERT E. (BUD) CRAMER, JR.

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 6, 2000

Mr. CRAMER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to an intellectual treasure of my
district, Dr. Larry McCoy of Northwest-Shoals
Community College. Dr. McCoy has excelled
in all facets of academia. As a student, he cul-
tivated a love of learning through his time at
the University of Alabama, Athens College and
Nova University. His almost 40 year career in
education includes positions all across the
state of Alabama as a teacher, coach, athletic
director, Dean of Admissions and President of
a college. He served as Dean of Admissions
before becoming Dean of Student Develop-
ment at Athens State from 1983 to 1987. Dr.
McCoy began his time in the Shoals at Muscle
Shoals Technical College but under his lead-
ership and with his keen vision and by adding
programs and consolidating campuses, the
Technical College grew to become today’s
thriving Northwest-Shoals Community College
with campuses in Muscle Shoals and Phil
Campbell.

His  distinguished reputaton as an
academian is supported by the numerous
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presentations he has made to groups such as
the National Managers Association and the
National Conference on Teaching Excellence
and his position as co-editor of the Alabama
College System Professional Development
News.

Dr. McCoy has served as a role model for
his students for nearly forty years. He has al-
ways upheld the position of the scholar athlete
coaching 9 All-American and 17 All-State foot-
ball players. He has been named Alabama
AAA State Coach of the Year and was in-
ducted into the Alabama High School Sports
Hall of Fame in 1999.

In addition to his exceptional professional
contributions to our area, Dr. McCoy has given
of himself and his talents serving as President
of the Rotary Club of Sheffield and President
of the Chamber of Commerce of the Shoals.
He has also served as Chairman of the Board
of Trustees of the Medical Center Shoals and
the Chairman of the Board of Directors of the
Shoals Economic Development Authority
among many others.

Throughout his life, Dr. McCoy has set a
great example of how one person can make a
huge difference in his community. | want to
congratulate him on his well-deserved retire-
ment. | understand his family and friends are
gathering tonight to celebrate his service to
the school at a dinner in his honor and | join
them in wishing him the best. On behalf of the
people of Alabama’s 5th Congressional Dis-
trict, | commend him for his tireless efforts for
the students of Northwest Alabama.

————

IN HONOR OF PUERTO RICO ON
ITS CONSTITUTION DAY

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 6, 2000

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor
the citizens of Puerto Rico on Constitution
Day, July 25, 1999. The people of Puerto Rico
established Constitution of the Commonwealth
of Puerto Rico for the very same reasons our
forefathers wrote the Constitution of the United
States of America, to establish themselves as
a democracy.

The Puerto Rican Constitution ensures
basic welfare and human rights for the people,
ensconces the idea of a government which re-
flects the will of the people, and pays tribute
and loyalty to the Constitution of the United
States of America.

The Puerto Rican culture is a distinctly
unique culture. By pledging allegiance to the
Constitution of the United States of America,
the people of Puerto Rico celebrate shared
beliefs and the coexistence of both cultures.
By ratifying their own Constitution, the people
of Puerto Rico retain and honor their original
heritage while expressing the desire to pursue
democracy and happiness for themselves.

Mr. Speaker, | would like to recognize the
following individuals for their contributions to
the Greater Cleveland: Rev. Tomas Acevedo,
Dr. Barbara Bird-Bennet, Lcdo. Jose Feliciano,
Ray Galindo, Barbara Gil, Magda Gomez,
Chris Hernandez, Vivian Riccio, Aurea Rivera,
Diana Del Rosario, Ramon Torres. | hope that
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