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promoted to the position of executive vice 
president with the former Valley Auto Club. 
Upon the merger with AAA Mid-Atlantic in 
1996, he was appointed vice president and 
CEO. 

He has also served for many years on the 
AAA Board of Directors and the Finance Com-
mittee of the AAA Federation. Charlie has also 
received numerous awards as a member of 
several Pennsylvania AAA Federation commit-
tees, and he has received national recognition 
from AAA in the area of sales production and 
promotion. He was also instrumental in facili-
tating the merger of the Tourist Promotion 
Agencies of Luzerne and Lackawanna Coun-
ties. 

Mr. Speaker, in addition to his accomplish-
ments on the job, Charlie has a long and dis-
tinguished history with the Kiwanis Club of 
Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania. He joined the 
club in 1966, serving as its 56th president 
from 1974 to 1975 and its secretary from 1987 
to 1988. During his year as president, the club 
completed several outstanding community 
service projects as well as a variety of activi-
ties for Kiwanians and their families. 

Under his leadership, the club’s primary 
fundraising project during that year was a per-
formance by the world-famous Yugoslavian 
dance ensemble, the Frula, which means 
‘‘flute’’ in Slovenian. This and other fundraising 
allowed the club to assist not only the Kiwanis 
Charitable Foundation, but also for the King-
ston Senior Citizens’ Center, Camp Acahela of 
the Penns Mountains Boy Scout Council and 
the Wyoming Valley Cerebral Palsy Associa-
tion. 

Last but certainly not least, Charlie also 
founded the club’s High-Rise Tree Trim 
Project in 1972 and chaired it for 26 years. 

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to call to the at-
tention of the House of Representatives the 
numerous accomplishments and good deeds 
of Charles Spitale, and I wish him the best in 
his retirement. 
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UNESCO’S NEW SECRETARY GEN-
ERAL VISITS CONGRESS—NOW IS 
THE TIME FOR THE UNITED 
STATES TO REJOIN 

HON. TOM LANTOS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 7, 2000 

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I want to invite 
my colleagues in the Congress to join me in 
welcoming to Capitol Hill today His Excellency 
Koichiro Matsuura, Director General of the 
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cul-
tural Organization (UNESCO). Mr. Matsuura— 
a distinguished Japanese diplomat who for-
merly served as Deputy Foreign Minister of 
Japan, who is a graduate of Haverford College 
in Pennsylvania, and who served for a time at 
the Japanese Embassy here in Washington— 
assumed the leadership of UNESCO last fall. 
Under his leadership the organization has 
made remarkable progress in dealing with 
many of the criticisms that have been leveled 
at UNESCO in the past. 

UNESCO was established in 1945, at the 
same time the United Nations itself was cre-

ated. Under terms of its charter, the organiza-
tion is ‘‘to contribute to peace and security by 
promoting collaboration among the nations 
through education, science and culture in 
order to further universal respect for justice, 
for the rule of law and for the human rights 
and fundamental freedoms which are affirmed 
for the peoples of the world, without distinction 
of race, sex, language or religion, by the Char-
ter of the United Nations.’’ 

For valid and sound reasons the United 
States withdrew from membership in UNESCO 
in 1984, along with the United Kingdom and 
Singapore. At that time the organization suf-
fered from mismanagement at the highest lev-
els, and some of its leadership urged a poorly- 
conceived scheme to establish a ‘‘new inter-
national information order’’ which appeared to 
many to be no more than an attempt to regu-
late the press. I supported the decision of our 
government to withdraw from membership. 

Since 1984, UNESCO has made important 
changes to address the criticisms leveled by 
the United States and other nations. Under the 
leadership of Director General Federico Mayor 
Zaragoza of Spain a number of essential 
changes were made. In 1993 the General Ac-
counting Office conducted an extensive review 
of UNESCO’s efforts to implement changes to 
solve the problems cited by the United States 
in our decision to withdraw from the organiza-
tion. That report concluded that the leadership 
of UNESCO has demonstrated a commitment 
to management reform. Britain rejoined 
UNESCO in 1997. Now under the leadership 
of Mr. Matsuura, further fundamental manage-
ment reforms are being made. 

Mr. Speaker, in recognition of the trans-
formation of UNESCO, I introduced legislation 
earlier in this Congress directing the President 
to develop a strategy to bring the United 
States back into full and active participation in 
UNESCO. My legislation, H.R. 1974, recog-
nizes the important contribution which the or-
ganization can make in constructing ‘‘the de-
fenses of peace’’ against intolerance and 
incitements to war. 

It is important for the United States to par-
ticipate in UNESCO. We can make significant 
contributions in shaping and implementing the 
worthy goals of this organization. The legisla-
tion I have introduced, Mr. Speaker, recog-
nizes the cost implications of our participation 
in UNESCO and that is why it directs the 
President and Secretary of State to develop a 
strategy for our returning to full membership. 

Mr. Speaker, it is unfortunate that we are 
not now active members of this organization. 
I invite my colleagues to join me—not only in 
welcoming His Excellency Director General 
Koichiro Matsuura here to Capitol Hill—but in 
cosponsoring H.R. 1974 to bring the United 
States back into full participation in UNESCO. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. MAJOR R. OWENS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 7, 2000 

Mr. OWENS. Mr. Speaker, yesterday I was 
unavoidably absent on a matter of critical im-
portance and missed the following votes: 

On H.R. 4884 (rollcall No. 451), to redesig-
nate the facility of the United States Postal 
Service located at 200 West 2nd Street in 
Royal Oak, Michigan as the ‘‘William S. 
Broomfield Post Office Building,’’ introduced 
by the gentleman from Michigan, Mr. 
KNOLLENBERG, I would have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 

On H.R. 4484 (roll No. 452), to designate 
the facility of the United States Postal Service 
located at 500 North Washington Street in 
Rockville, Maryland, as the ‘‘Everett Alvarez, 
Jr. Post Office Building,’’ introduced by the 
gentlelady from Maryland, Mrs. MORELLA, I 
would have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 

On H.R. 4448 (roll No. 453), to designate 
the facility of the United States Postal Service 
located at 3500 Dolfield Avenue in Baltimore, 
Maryland, as the ‘‘Judge Robert Bernard 
Watts, Sr. Post Office Building,’’ introduced by 
the gentleman from Maryland, Mr. CUMMINGS, 
I would have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. SUE WILKINS MYRICK 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 7, 2000 

Mrs. MYRICK. Mr. Speaker, due to other 
commitments, I was unable to participate in 
the following votes. If I had been present, I 
would have voted as follows: On July 27, 
2000, Rollcall vote No. 450, on the Social Se-
curity Benefits Tax Relief, I would have voted 
‘‘yea.’’ Rollcall vote No. 449, on Agreeing to 
the Pomeroy Amendment, I would have voted 
‘‘nay.’’ 
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AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES 
ACT 

HON. WILLIAM D. DELAHUNT 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 7, 2000 

Mr. DELAHUNT. Mr. Speaker, last month 
marked the 10th anniversary of the signing of 
the Americans with Disabilities Act. The fed-
eral government commemorated this historic 
milestone through many activities—from Presi-
dent Clinton announcing new proposals to 
make it easier for Social Security disability 
beneficiaries to contribute to the workforce 
without losing their benefits, to the House ap-
proving the Developmental Disabilities Assist-
ance and Bill of Rights Act of 2000, to the 
opening of a new exhibit that examines the 
history of the disability rights movement at the 
Smithsonian’s National Museum of American 
History. 

These activities are a long overdue symbol 
of federal commitment to individuals with dis-
abilities. And to build on this momentum I 
would like to submit the eloquent testimony of 
Mr. Elmer Bartels, Commissioner of the Mas-
sachusetts Rehabilitation Commission, regard-
ing employment opportunities for individuals 
with disabilities. 
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