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care, again as Medicare HMOs do, or
interfere with the doctor/patient rela-
tionship, as Medicare HMOs do.

Medicare does not tell beneficiaries
any of those things.

Having your choice of private health
plans under the Bush plan, under pri-
vate managed care, does not mean
much if those plans all restrict access
to providers and erect barriers to medi-
cally-necessary care. Medicare offers
reliable coverage that does not come
and go with the stock market, that
does not discriminate against bene-
ficiaries based on health status or any
other criteria.

So George W. Bush has decided to
join his Republican colleagues to pro-
mote the privatization of Medicare, to
end Medicare as we know it, and to
provide a new market for private insur-
ance plans. And when it comes down to
it and prescription drugs, whom do you
trust? Do you trust Medicare, tradi-
tional Medicare, that served the public
well for 35 years? Do you trust Medi-
care to provide these benefits to the
public with prescription drugs, or do
you trust private insurance HMOs who
have pulled out of county after county,
made promises they have not kept? It
is a question of trusting traditional
Medicare or, again, do you trust pri-
vate insurance HMOs?

THANKS TO THE MANY STAFFERS
WHO HAVE ASSISTED IN THE
FIFTH AND EIGHTH CONGRES-
SIONAL DISTRICTS OF FLORIDA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. McCOLLUM)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. McCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, I am
here today because we are finishing
this term of Congress, and while there
may be other things for me, perhaps
across in the other body, this is the
last year that I will serve as a Member
of the United States House of Rep-
resentatives. I am very proud of the
service that I have given, and I have
enjoyed my service a great deal in this
body.

I have enjoyed working with my col-
leagues on both sides of the aisle to ac-
complish many things over these years
that I have served from 1981 to the
present, but none of that would have
been possible without a very strong
group of men and women who served on
my staff.

Now, we often talk about our com-
mittee staffs; but I am talking specifi-
cally about my personal staff; my staff
both in my Orlando district office, and
my staff here in my Washington office.
There have been many, many people
who have worked for me over those
years; and in a moment I am going to
enter into the RECORD some 99 of those
staffers that I have at least docu-
mented, that I want to recognize be-
cause their hard work is what allowed
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me to provide this service first to the
Fifth Congressional District of Florida
and then to the Eighth Congressional
District of Florida.

I want to single out some in par-
ticular, though, because even though I
would like to be able to talk about all
99, I cannot do that. I do not have time
to, and no one would want me to; but
some have been with me a long time
and some have done admirable service.

In my district office, Nancy
Abernethy is a case worker who has
been with me since the very beginning
when I first began my service, the be-
ginning of 1981; and throughout those
years she has provided service to many
constituents, particularly in immigra-
tion matters and about tax matters,
that is above and beyond the call of
duty in many cases.

There are literally hundreds of people
in central Florida today who have had
service provided by Ms. Abernethy in
resolving matters regarding immigra-
tion rulings and immigration concerns
that they would not have had resolved
in the way they did if she had not been
there to act on their behalf. She still
does that today.

I have another lady who has been
with me for many years, all but I think
a couple of the years I have served, in
that same district office, a case worker
named Elaine Whipple. Elaine tire-
lessly served me for a long time work-
ing with senior citizens, particularly
veterans, on issues concerning veterans
affairs, but also on Social Security,
giving service, finding answers to solu-
tions to those Medicare problems for
people with the various agencies of the
government. These two women pro-
vided a perfect illustration of what can
be done in the best of public service
when you have people that are dedi-
cated, who every day go to work re-
gardless of whether I am sitting in the
office or not, answering the phones,
talking to people and providing them a
conduit between the Federal Govern-
ment and an agency that is far re-
moved from them, and some real, ev-
eryday problems in their personal lives
that need recognition and resolution.

I have also had several other people
that have really served extraordinarily
well that I want to mention. The chiefs
of staff who have served me over the
years, Vaughn Forrest for many years,
my very first chief of staff, did admi-
rable work. We provided together a
program for relief for Salvadorans, the
people who were displaced off the farms
there during their civil war where we
lifted medicines and medical supplies
down there that were donated pri-
vately, not a legislative agenda but
something privately done, that the of-
fice did, that I am prouder of than any
other thing that I have worked on
since I have been in Congress; and
much of that work was a tribute to
Vaughn Forrest’s effort as he did in
many other cases.
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Mr. Speaker, more recently Doyle
Bartlett has been my chief of staff who
was an early aide who came to work for
me in my district office and who
worked on to be a legislative staffer up
here, and then later my chief of staff.
And most recently John Ariale, who
currently is my chief of staff, but was
my district aide for many years, work-
ing to serve the public in the central
Florida region tirelessly for a good
number of years on my staff.

Personal secretaries, personal assist-
ants over the years both in Washington
and in Orlando in the central Florida
area have meant the difference in my
life and in the ability for me to be able
to serve. Fran Damron who came to
Washington to start this process from
Florida with me, but for unforeseen
family circumstances might very well
be in my employ today.

Mary Lee Reed who still works part
time for me, for many years worked in
this Washington office as my right
arm. Today Sue Lancaster in my dis-
trict office who has been with me for
many years, I could not do without
really in many ways. She has tirelessly
put time in program after program
serving our constituents and working
to allow me to serve better. Lisa
Smith, who recently left my office in
Washington, served many years here
doing that job. And more recently Jin
Sikora.

I have had other staff assistants from
Jane Hicks who served me a long time
on the front desk here to Selma
McKinzie, I should say the district
desk in Florida to Selma McKinzie who
served here and the list could go on and
on. I cannot begin to name them all.

Leslie Woolley was my first legisla-
tive director, the legislative is a crit-
ical staff as well to provide services in
a personal staff office that we do not
get from the committee staff on legis-
lative matters. Many, many issues that
Members of Congress have to face
every day and votes they have to take
on the floor, they have to be prepared
for that. They would not otherwise be
able to do because that does not come
within the purview of the committees
they serve on, but they are expected,
we all are expected to respond and re-
spond intelligently to make votes for
these issues.

I want to again thank these personal
staff Members for all the work that
they have done over the years. I do not
think we pay enough tribute to our
personal staffs.

Mr. Speaker, I include the following
for the RECORD:

STAFF TRIBUTE (1981-2000)
PERSONAL OFFICE STAFF

Nancy Abernethy, Melissa Finn Aldrich,
John Ariale, Marie Attaway, Michael
Ballard, Doyle Bartlett, Paul Bernstein,
Lynne Bigler, Julie Bordelon, Scott Brenner,
Melissa Burns, Rachel Cacioppo, Sandra Car-
roll, Christina Cullinan, Fran Damron,
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James Derfler, Andi Dillin, Susan Dryden,
Sarah Dumont, David Eisner, Debbie Feld-
man, Terri Finger, Vaughn Forrest, Kristen
Foskett, and Teresa Fulton.

James Geoffrey, Elizabeth Gianini, Shan-
non Gravitte, James Griffin, Michael Hearn,
Mark Heidelberger, Jane Hicks, Mary Carl-
son Higgins, Judi Holcomb, Barbie Howe,
Dawn Igler, Joe Jacquot, Kirt Johnson, Dana
Hargon Jones, Vincent Jones, Josh Kane,
Dirk Karaman, Karl Kaufmann, Susan
Kessel, Anne Kienlen, Janie Kong, Sue Lan-
caster, Carolyn Lindsey, Patti Lockrow, and
Linda Lovell.

Gerry Lynam, Ellen Maracotta, Kevin
McCourt, Selma McKinzie, Ferrall
McMahon, Bob Meagher, Judy Merk, Dave
Merkel, Helen Mitternight, Lisa Morin, Don
Morrissey, Rufus Montgomery, Maureen
Mulherin, Sophia Nash, Karen Nasrallah,
Paula Nelson, Jaclyn Norris, Jennifer Paine,
Clif Parker, Mari Parsons, Marissa Barnes
Raflo, Mary Lee Reed, Therese Ridenour,
Debby Roeder, and Tom Rosenkoetter.

Clif Rumbley, Christy Russell, Ann Scar-
borough, Eythan Schiller, Karen Schwartz,
Jenn Hargon Sikora, Ginny Smith, Lisa
Weigle Smith, Teresa Smith, Yvette
Sommers, Phil Squair, Janet Sterns, Marise
Stewart, Pam Tabor, Jay Therrell, Laurie
Thompson, Carl Thorsen, Chuong Tran,
Steve Van Slyke, Linda Vogt, Tyler Wesson,
Tina Westby, Elaine Whipple, Susan Wil-
liams, and Leslie Woolley.

———

CALIFORNIA’S SESQUICENTENNIAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. FARR) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. FARR of California. Mr. Speaker, on be-
half of the California delegation, | submit the
following statements relating to California’s
150th anniversary of Statehood.

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to celebrate California’s 150th An-
niversary. This is a momentous occasion as
we recognize the most populace and one of
the most diverse states in the Union. With 52
Congressional Districts, each brings its own
culture, tradition, attitude and history to the
state.

California’s First Congressional District con-
tains the finest wines, greatest fishing, and
richest forests in our nation. From chardonnay
to cabernet, the vineyards within the First Dis-
trict produce outstanding varietal wines. The
400 wineries use cutting-edge science with
traditional techniques to provide wines of
every type and vintage, for beginning tasters
to advanced collectors.

The Napa Valley Wine Auction, held each
June, has become the largest and most suc-
cessful charity wine auction in the world since
its beginning in 1981. Hundreds of wine enthu-
siasts and auction-goers from across the na-
tion, as well as a growing number of inter-
national guests, travel to participate in a gala
weekend of tastings, dining, art shows, and
auctions. As the auction has grown, along with
the wines it showcases, it has raised millions
of dollars for local health care. Sponsored by
the Napa Valley Vintners Association, the auc-
tion has donated over $16 million to local
charities, raising a record-breaking $9.5 million
this year alone.

North of the grapevines of Napa, Sonoma,
Mendocino, Solano and Lake Counties, lie the
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magnificent Redwoods, which make their
home in Del Norte, Humboldt and Mendocino
counties. In the midst of large fishing and tim-
ber industries, these giant trees, some over
2,000 years of age and over 350 feet in
height, annually attract over one million adults
and children from around the world who stare
in amazement at the enormity of the world’s
tallest trees. Redwood National Park, home to
over 110,000 acres, was established in 1968
and expanded ten years later to protect the
slow maturing redwoods.

Fort Bragg, California is the setting for the
Annual World’s Largest Salmon BBQ, which is
held on the July 4th weekend. This year com-
memorated the 29th anniversary of the event
that benefits the local Salmon Restoration As-
sociation (SRA). Its goal is to replenish the
once great numbers of salmon in the Northern
California waters. Members of the SRA are
joined by volunteers from across the region
and help serve 5,000 pounds of salmon, 5,000
ears of corn, 1,000 pounds of salad and 850
loaves of French bread.

The First Congressional District is also
home to Solano County’s Travis Air Force
Base, which currently houses the largest airlift
organization in the Air Force. Travis, estab-
lished in 1942, is assigned to the 60th Air Mo-
bility Wing, consisting of the 60th Operations,
Logistics, Support, and Medical Groups. For
50 years, Travis has presented the Travis Air
Expo, attracting more than 200,000 guests
each year, who watch this two-day event fea-
turing multiple performances by some of the
world’s top military, civilian and vintage aerial
demonstrators. The Travis Air Expo has estab-
lished itself as the premier military air show in
Northern California.

Mr. Speaker, these are just a few of the im-
portant events held in the First Congressional
District that reflect the strength, character and
integrity of our residents who represent the di-
versity of the entire state. It is appropriate at
this time, Mr. Speaker, that we recognize and
celebrate the birth of the great state of Cali-
fornia.

Mr. HERGER. Mr. Speaker, 150 years ago
this past Saturday the state of California en-
tered into the Union. | rise today to commemo-
rate this anniversary, and to celebrate the re-
sources and treasures of the 2nd congres-
sional district.

Historically, the great state of California is
most often associated with the Gold Rush.
Northern California was the main destination
of those in search of quick wealth. The banks
of the Feather River yielded great riches to
those who were in the right place at the right
time, but the precious metal that caused a
rush to the West was not the only treasure
that California possessed.

Young settlers whose dreams had not mate-
rialized in the gold fields soon turned to the
fertile Central Valley and envisioned golden
acres of grain. Today those acres are covered
with fruit trees, rice fields, and almond and
walnut orchards, as the valley continues to
yield its agricultural treasure, making California
the leading agricultural economy in the world.

Others looked at the golden promise in the
vast forests. Their labor provided the lumber
for the growing towns and cities of Northern
California. A tremendous renewable resource
to the American people, our forests provide
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materials for homes and businesses, as well
as endless recreational opportunities and habi-
tat for unique plant and animal species.

Some entrepreneurs recognized that there
were other ways to gather gold than simply
panning in a streambed. They opened dry
goods stores, banks and hotels. Women found
that they could earn a living utilizing their
household skills cooking and cleaning for min-
ers who couldn’t. California was born a land of
golden opportunities and to this day she con-
tinues to call to those willing to take a risk in
order to improve their own lives.

Many came to California for only a visit, but
stayed a lifetime. The specious skies, majestic
mountains, and rushing rivers of Northern
California stirred their souls, while her fertile
valleys, gentle climate, and endless opportuni-
ties captured their imagination. Yes, gold fever
may have lured early settlers here, but even
though the stores of that precious metal have
mostly given out, people still flock to California
today.

As a third generation Northern Californian, |
am very proud of the beauty and resources of
my native land. | am proud to celebrate the
150 years that this jewel has been an impor-
tant part of our great nation.

Mr. OSE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today rep-
resenting California’s Third Congressional Dis-
trict in celebrating the Sesquicentennial of the
great state of California’s admittance to the
Union.

California’s Third District is one of the truly
diverse regions of the country. The district
stretches from Sacramento’s urban, south-
western suburbs to the spacious northern
country of Tehama, serving as a bridge be-
tween the flat agricultural lands of the upper
Sacramento River Valley and the state’s north-
ern, timber-rich highlands. From East to West,
the District lies between the majestic Sierra
and Coastal Range.

The roots of the Third District can be traced
parallel to those of the state. On January 24th,
1848, James Marshall reached into the icy wa-
ters of the American River near Sacramento
and found the first gold nugget. People from
around the globe came to California in search
of their dreams. By August of 1849, the City
of Sacramento was born and nearly a year
later, in September of 1850, the State of Cali-
fornia was made into the 31st State.

The Northern portion of the district is home
to some of this country’s most beautiful sites,
including both the Lassen National Park and
the Mendocino National Forest. The pictur-
esque Sutter Buttes are considered the small-
est mountain range in North America.

Today, the District is one of the leading pro-
ducers of agricultural crops, including an
abundant production of rice, tomatoes, peach-
es, pears, almonds, pistachios and avocados.
The Third District is also the home of the Uni-
versity of California at Davis, one of the lead-
ing research universities in the country.

But most of all, what makes the Third Dis-
trict special are the people who reside in it.
The tight-knit communities in counties like
Butte, Colusa, Glenn, Sacramento, Solano,
Sutter, Tehama and Yolo instill a strong sense
of family values that will carry on through fu-
ture generations.
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