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double our per capita income in 10 
years, and that means we must grow at 
9 percent a year. 

To achieve this order of growth, we 
have ushered in comprehensive re-
forms. We are committed to releasing 
the creative genius of our people, the 
entrepreneurial skills of the men and 
women of the country, of its scientists 
and craftsmen. At the same time, we in 
India remain committed to the pri-
macy of the State in fulfilling its so-
cial obligations to the deprived, the 
weak, and the poor. 

Important sectors of the country’s 
infrastructure, power, insurance, bank-
ing, telecom, are being opened to pri-
vate initiative, domestic and foreign. 
Trade barriers are being lowered. 

Mr. Speaker, ladies and gentlemen, 
there are forces outside our country 
that believe that they can use terror to 
unravel the territorial integrity of 
India. They wish to show that a multi- 
religious society cannot exist. They 
pursue a task in which they are 
doomed to fail. 

No country has faced as ferocious an 
attack of terrorist violence as India 
has over the past 2 decades. Twenty- 
one thousand were killed by foreign 
sponsored terrorists in Punjab alone, 
and 16,000 have been killed in Jammu 
and Kashmir. 

As many of you here in the Congress 
have in recent hearings recognized a 
stark fact: no region is a greater source 
of terrorism than our neighborhood. In-
deed, in our neighborhood, in this, the 
21st century, religious war has not just 
been fashioned into, it has been pro-
claimed to be, an instrument of State 
policy. 

Distance offers no insulation. It 
should not cause complacence. You 
know and I know such evil cannot suc-
ceed. But even in failing, it could in-
flict untold suffering. That is why the 
United States and India have begun to 
deepen their cooperation for combating 
terrorism. We must redouble these ef-
forts. 

Mr. Speaker, ladies and gentlemen, 
there was a time when we were on the 
other side of each other’s globes. 
Today, on every digital map, India and 
the United States are neighbors and 
partners. 

India and the United States have 
taken the lead in shaping the informa-
tion age. Over the last decade, this new 
technology has sustained American 
prosperity in a way that has challenged 
conventional wisdom on economic 
growth. We are two nations blessed 
with extraordinary resources and tal-
ent. Measured in terms of the indus-
tries of tomorrow, we are together de-
fining the partnerships of the future. 

But our two countries have the po-
tential to do more to shape the char-
acter of the global economy in this 
century. We should turn the example of 
our own cooperation into a partnership 
that uses the possibilities of the new 

technologies for defining new ways of 
fighting poverty, illiteracy, hunger, 
disease, and pollution. 

Mr. Speaker, ladies and gentlemen, 
we believe that India and America can, 
and should, march hand in hand to-
wards a world in which economic con-
ditions improve for all. A situation 
that provides comfortable living stand-
ards to one-third of the world’s popu-
lation, but condemns the remaining 
two-thirds to poverty and want is 
unsustainable. 

The foremost responsibility that the 
21st century has cast on all of us is to 
change this unacceptable legacy of the 
past. It should be our common endeav-
or to overcome this legacy. I, there-
fore, propose a comprehensive global 
dialogue on development. We would be 
happy to offer New Delhi as the venue 
for this dialogue. 

In this Congress, you have often ex-
pressed concern about the future con-
tours of Asia. Will it be an Asia that 
will be at peace with itself? Or will it 
be a continent where countries seek to 
redraw boundaries and settle claims, 
historical or imaginary, through force? 

We seek an Asia where power does 
not threaten stability and security. We 
do not want the domination of some to 
crowd out the space for others. We 
must create an Asia where cooperative 
rather than aggressive assertion of na-
tional self-interests defines behavior 
among nations. 

If we want an Asia fashioned on such 
ideals, a democratic, prosperous, toler-
ant, pluralistic, stable Asia, if we want 
an Asia where our vital interests are 
secure, then it is necessary for us to re-
examine old assumptions. 

It is imperative for India and the 
United States to work together more 
closely in pursuit of these goals. In the 
years ahead, a strong, democratic and 
economically prosperous India stand-
ing at the crossroads of all of the major 
cultural and economic zones of Asia 
will be an indispensable factor of sta-
bility in the region. 

Our cooperation for peace and sta-
bility requires us to also define the 
principles of our own engagement. We 
must be prepared to accommodate our 
respective concerns. We must have mu-
tual confidence to acknowledge our re-
spective roles and complementary re-
sponsibilities in areas of vital impor-
tance to each of us. 

Security issues have cast a shadow 
on our relationship. I believe this is un-
necessary. We have much in common 
and no clash of interests. 

We both share a commitment to ulti-
mately eliminating nuclear weapons. 
We have both declared voluntary mora-
toriums on testing. 

India understands your concerns. We 
do not wish to unravel your non-
proliferation efforts. We wish you to 
understand our security concerns. 

We are at a historic moment in our 
ties. As we embark on our common en-

deavor to build a new relationship, we 
must give practical shape to our shared 
belief that democracies can be friends, 
partners, and allies. 

In recent years, through all of the 
good and difficult times, we have spo-
ken to each other more often than we 
have ever done in the past. I thank 
President Clinton for his leadership 
and vision in steering this dialogue. I 
sincerely thank Members of this Con-
gress for supporting and encouraging 
this process. 

As we talk with candor, we open the 
doors to new possibilities and new 
areas of cooperation, in advancing de-
mocracy, in combating terrorism, in 
energy and environment, science and 
technology, and in international peace-
keeping. And we are discovering that 
our shared values and common inter-
ests are leading us to seek a natural 
partnership of shared endeavors. 

India and the United States have 
taken a decisive step away from the 
past. The dawn of the new century has 
marked a new beginning in our rela-
tions. 

Let us work to fulfill this promise 
and the hope of today. 

Let us remove the shadow of hesi-
tation that lies between us and our 
joint vision. 

Let us use the strength of all that we 
have in common to build together a fu-
ture that we wish for ourselves and for 
the world that we live in. 

Thank you. 
(Applause, the Members rising.) 
At 10 o’clock and 28 minutes a.m., 

the Prime Minister of India, accom-
panied by the committee of escort, re-
tired from the Hall of the House of 
Representatives. 

The Assistant to the Sergeant at 
Arms escorted the invited guests from 
the Chamber in the following order: 

The Acting Dean of the Diplomatic 
Corps. 

f 

b 1030 

JOINT MEETING DISSOLVED 

The SPEAKER. The purpose of the 
joint meeting having been completed, 
the Chair declares the joint meeting of 
the two Houses now dissolved. 

Accordingly, at 10 o’clock and 30 
minutes a.m., the joint meeting of the 
two Houses was dissolved. 

The Members of the Senate retired to 
their Chamber. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 

The SPEAKER. The House will con-
tinue in recess until approximately 11 
a.m. 

f 

b 1104 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 

VerDate Aug 04 2004 12:01 Dec 03, 2004 Jkt 079102 PO 00000 Frm 00005 Fmt 0687 Sfmt 0634 E:\BR00\H14SE0.000 H14SE0


		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-07-05T19:55:30-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




