September 14, 2000

of the western portion of the United
States; S. 2885, a bill to establish the
Jamestown 400th Commemoration
Commission, and for other purposes; S.
2950, a bill to authorize the Secretary
of the Interior to establish the Sand
Creek Massacre National Historic Site
in the State of Colorado; S. 2959, a bill
to amend the Dayton Aviation Herit-
age Preservation Act of 1992, and for
other purposes; and S. 3000, a bill to au-
thorize the exchange of land between
the Secretary of the Interior and the
Director of the Central Intelligence
Agency at the George Washington Me-
morial Parkway in McLean, Virginia,
and for other purposes.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR

Mr. GRAHAM. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that my commu-
nications director, Kimberly James, be
accorded floor privileges for the re-
mainder of my remarks.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that Russ Holland, a fel-
low in my office, be granted floor privi-
leges during the consideration of H.R.
4444.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

—————

SECURE RURAL SCHOOLS AND
COMMUNITY SELF-DETERMINA-
TION ACT OF 2000

On September 13, 2000, the Senate
amended and passed S. 1608, as follows:
S. 1608

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
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SEC. 2. FINDINGS AND PURPOSE.

(a) FINDINGS.—The Congress finds the fol-
lowing:

(1) The National Forest System, which is
managed by the United States Forest Serv-
ice, was established in 1907 and has grown to
include approximately 192,000,000 acres of
Federal lands.

(2) The public domain lands known as re-
vested Oregon and California Railroad grant
lands and the reconveyed Coos Bay Wagon
Road grant lands, which are managed pre-
dominantly by the Bureau of Land Manage-
ment were returned to Federal ownership in
1916 and 1919 and now comprise approxi-
mately 2,600,000 acres of Federal lands.

(3) Congress recognized that, by its deci-
sion to secure these lands in Federal owner-
ship, the counties in which these lands are
situated would be deprived of revenues they
would otherwise receive if the lands were
held in private ownership.

(4) These same counties have expended
public funds year after year to provide serv-
ices, such as education, road construction
and maintenance, search and rescue, law en-
forcement, waste removal, and fire protec-
tion, that directly benefit these Federal
lands and people who use these lands.

(5) To accord a measure of compensation to
the affected counties for the critical services
they provide to both county residents and
visitors to these Federal lands, Congress de-
termined that the Federal Government
should share with these counties a portion of
the revenues the United States receives from
these Federal lands.

(6) Congress enacted in 1908 and subse-
quently amended a law that requires that 25
percent of the revenues derived from Na-
tional Forest System lands be paid to States
for use by the counties in which the lands
are situated for the benefit of public schools
and roads.

(7) Congress enacted in 1937 and subse-
quently amended a law that requires that 75
percent of the revenues derived from the re-
vested and reconveyed grant lands be paid to
the counties in which those lands are situ-
ated to be used as are other county funds, of
which 50 percent is to be used as other coun-
ty funds.

(8) For several decades primarily due to
the growth of the Federal timber sale pro-
gram, counties dependent on and supportive
of these Federal lands received and relied on
increasing shares of these revenues to pro-
vide funding for schools and road mainte-
nance.

(9) In recent years, the principal source of
these revenues, Federal timber sales, has
been sharply curtailed and, as the volume of
timber sold annually from most of the Fed-
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eral lands has decreased precipitously, so too
have the revenues shared with the affected
counties.

(10) This decline in shared revenues has af-
fected educational funding and road mainte-
nance for many counties.

(11) In the Omnibus Budget Reconciliation
Act of 1993, Congress recognized this trend
and ameliorated its adverse consequences by
providing an alternative annual safety net
payment to 72 counties in Oregon, Wash-
ington, and northern California in which
Federal timber sales had been restricted or
prohibited by administrative and judicial de-
cisions to protect the northern spotted owl.

(12) The authority for these particular
safety net payments is expiring and no com-
parable authority has been granted for alter-
native payments to counties elsewhere in the
United States that have suffered similar
losses in shared revenues from the Federal
lands and in the funding for schools and
roads those revenues provide.

(13) There is a need to stabilize education
and road maintenance funding through pred-
icable payments to the affected counties, job
creation in those counties, and other oppor-
tunities associated with restoration, mainte-
nance, and stewardship of Federal lands.

(14) Both the Forest Service and the Bu-
reau of Land Management face significant
backlogs in infrastructure maintenance and
ecosystem restoration that are difficult to
address through annual appropriations.

(156) There is a need to build new, and
strengthen existing, relationships and to im-
prove management of public lands and wa-
ters.

(b) PURPOSES.—The purposes of this Act
are—

(1) to stabilize and make permanent pay-
ments to counties to provide funding for
schools and roads;

(2) to make additional investments in, and
create additional employment opportunities
through, projects that improve the mainte-
nance of existing infrastructure, implement
stewardship objectives that enhance forest
ecosystems, and restore and improve land
health and water quality. Such projects shall
enjoy broad-based support with objectives
that may include, but are not limited to—

(A) road, trail, and infrastructure mainte-
nance or obliteration;

(B) soil productivity improvement;

(C) improvements in forest ecosystem
health;

(D) watershed
nance;

(E) restoration, maintenance and improve-
ment of wildlife and fish habitat;

(F) control of noxious and exotic weeds;
and

(G) reestablishment of native species; and

(3) to improve cooperative relationships
among the people that use and care for Fed-
eral lands and the agencies that manage
these lands.

SEC. 3. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:

(1) FEDERAL LANDS.—The term
lands’” means—

(A) lands within the National Forest Sys-
tem, as defined in section 11(a) of the Forest
and Rangeland Renewable Resources Plan-
ning Act of 1974 (16 U.S.C. 1609(a)) exclusive
of the National Grasslands and land utiliza-
tion projects designated as National Grass-
lands administered pursuant to the Act of
July 22, 1937 (7 U.S.C. 1010-1012); and

(B) such portions of the revested Oregon
and California Railroad and reconveyed Coos
Bay Wagon Road grant lands as are or may
hereafter come under the jurisdiction of the

restoration and mainte-

“Federal
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