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SENATE—Friday, September 15, 2000 
The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the President pro 
tempore (Mr. THURMOND). 

PRAYER 
The Chaplain, Dr. Lloyd John 

Ogilvie, offered the following prayer: 
The Psalmist draws our minds and 

hearts to God: 
O Lord, our Lord, how excellent is Your 

name in all the earth. What is man that 
You are mindful of him and the son of 
man that You visit him? You have created 
him a little lower than the angels and 
crowned him with glory and honor. You 
have given him dominion over the work of 
Your hands.—Psalm 8. 

Gracious God, ultimate Sovereign of 
this Nation and Lord of our lives, we 
are stunned again by Your majesty and 
the magnitude of the delegated domin-
ion You have entrusted to us. We re-
spond with awe and wonder and with 
renewed commitment to be servant 
leaders. In a culture that often denies 
Your sovereignty and worships at the 
throne of the perpendicular pronoun, 
help us to exemplify the greatness of 
servanthood. You have given us a life 
full of opportunities to serve, freed us 
from self-serving aggrandizement, and 
enabled us to live at full potential for 
Your glory. We humble ourselves be-
fore You and acknowledge that we 
could not breathe a breath, think a 
thought, make a sound decision, or 
press on to excellence without Your 
power. By Your appointment we are 
here doing the work You have given us 
to do, called to serve this great Nation. 
You alone are the one we seek to 
please. We have been blessed to be a 
blessing. Grant us grace and courage to 
give ourselves away to You and to oth-
ers with whom we are privileged to 
work in the great Senate family. In 
Your holy name, Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
The Honorable TIM HUTCHINSON, a 

Senator from the State of Arkansas, 
led the Pledge of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE ACTING 
MAJORITY LEADER 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. GOR-
TON). The Senator from Arkansas is 
recognized. 

f 

SCHEDULE 

Mr. HUTCHINSON. Today the Senate 
will resume consideration of H.R. 4444, 

the China PNTR legislation. All 
amendments have been disposed of, and 
therefore the bill is open for general 
debate only. Those Senators who are 
interested in making statements as in 
morning business are also encouraged 
to come to the floor during today’s ses-
sion. 

Mr. President, as previously an-
nounced, there will be no votes today 
or during Monday’s session. The first 
vote of next week will be final passage 
of the PNTR legislation at 2:15 on 
Tuesday. 

I ask unanimous consent Senator 
CRAIG be recognized for up to 30 min-
utes as in morning business at some 
point today and that on Monday at 2 
p.m. the Senate resume consideration 
of H.R. 4444. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. HUTCHINSON. I thank my col-
leagues for their attention. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the leadership time 
is reserved. 

f 

MEASURE PLACED ON THE 
CALENDAR—S. 3046 

Mr. HUTCHINSON. Mr. President, I 
understand there is a bill at the desk 
due for its second reading. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

A bill (S. 3046) to amend title 11 of the 
United States Code, and for other purposes. 

Mr. HUTCHINSON. Mr. President, I 
object to further proceedings on this 
bill at this time. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill 
will be placed on the calendar. 

f 

TO AUTHORIZE EXTENSION OF 
NONDISCRIMINATORY TREAT-
MENT TO THE PEOPLE’S REPUB-
LIC OF CHINA 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will now 
resume consideration of H.R. 4444, 
which the clerk will report. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

A bill (H.R. 4444) to authorize extension of 
nondiscriminatory treatment (normal trade 
relations treatment) to the People’s Repub-
lic of China, and to establish a framework of 
relations between the United States and the 
People’s Republic of China. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Arkansas. 

Mr. HUTCHINSON. Mr. President, I 
would like to make a few comments on 
the legislation pending before the Sen-
ate on the permanent normal trade re-
lations status for China. As announced, 
we will be having the final vote on this 
legislation on Tuesday. We had an ex-
tended debate on this issue. I think it 
has been a healthy debate and a good 
debate for the American people. As I 
announced earlier, we have disposed of 
all amendments. We have had amend-
ments on almost every conceivable 
subject, everything from the environ-
ment to labor issues in China, to abor-
tion issues. Of course, none of those 
amendments, I think, has received 
more than 33, 34 votes. It is clear this 
legislation is going to pass and is going 
to pass overwhelmingly. 

Historically, every time there was a 
vote in the House of Representatives, 
when I served in the House, and on the 
occasions in which there were sense of 
the Senates, I have voted against 
granting annual most-favored-nation 
status to China, that which we now call 
normal trade relations. I want to ex-
plain my thinking on this issue. 

On May 24, 2000, as the House of Rep-
resentatives approved permanent nor-
mal trade relations status for China, 
Pastor Wang Li Gong celebrated his 
34th birthday by sewing footballs in a 
forced labor camp in Tianjing. His 
hands are injured, and they bleed every 
day because of the work. When Pastor 
Wang is not trying to fulfill high pro-
duction quotas, he is allowed only a 
few hours of sleep and many more 
hours of torture. He has been under ad-
ministrative detention since last No-
vember for the crime of organizing a 
Christian gathering in his home. 

But Pastor Wang is not the only tar-
get of persecution. In its annual report 
on human rights, our State Depart-
ment documents just about every vio-
lation of international norms in China. 
Religious persecution to crackdowns 
on political dissent, to torture, to 
forced labor, to trafficking of women 
and children—it is all happening in 
China. It is not getting better. At 
least, if you view it in terms of the last 
few years, if you go back to the Cul-
tural Revolution, you can find there 
have been fits and starts of improve-
ment, but as you look at the State De-
partment’s reports over the last few 
years, the situation is not improving. 

In the area of religious persecution, 
the State Department, in its Annual 
Report on International Religious 
Freedom, notes: 

The Government’s respect for religious 
freedom deteriorated markedly, especially 
for the Falun Gong and Tibetan Buddhists, 
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