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the ‘‘T’’ with strong bipartisan sup-
port. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support this bill. 

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. 
Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. SIMPSON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I just want to say that 
this is a good piece of legislation, and 
I think both sides recognize that this is 
a good piece of legislation. We can 
wrap all the rhetoric around this that 
we would like, we need to pass this bill 
and do what we can to help save the 
salmon. I hope the Members will sup-
port this. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. LIN-
DER). The question is on the motion of-
fered by the gentleman from Idaho (Mr. 
SIMPSON) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 3986, as 
amended. 

The question was taken. 
Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. 

Mr. Speaker, on that I demand the yeas 
and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

f 

SENSE OF CONGRESS REGARDING 
NEED FOR CATALOGING AND 
MAINTAINING PUBLIC MEMO-
RIALS COMMEMORATING MILI-
TARY CONFLICTS AND SERVICE 
OF INDIVIDUALS IN ARMED 
FORCES 
Mr. HANSEN. Mr. Speaker, I move to 

suspend the rules and agree to the con-
current resolution (H. Con. Res. 345) ex-
pressing the sense of the Congress re-
garding the need for cataloging and 
maintaining public memorials com-
memorating military conflicts of the 
United States and the service of indi-
viduals in the Armed Forces. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
H. CON. RES. 345 

Whereas there are many thousands of pub-
lic memorials scattered throughout the 
United States and abroad that commemorate 
military conflicts of the United States and 
the service of individuals in the Armed 
Forces; 

Whereas these memorials have never been 
comprehensively cataloged; 

Whereas many of these memorials suffer 
from neglect and disrepair, and many have 
been relocated or stored in facilities where 
they are unavailable to the public and sub-
ject to further neglect and damage; 

Whereas there exists a need to collect and 
centralize information regarding the loca-
tion, status, and description of these memo-
rials; 

Whereas the Federal Government main-
tains information on memorials only if they 
are Federally funded; and 

Whereas Remembering Veterans Who 
Earned Their Stripes (a nonprofit corpora-

tion established as RVETS, Inc. under the 
laws of the State of Nevada) has undertaken 
a self-funded program to catalogue the me-
morials located in the United States that 
commemorate military conflicts of the 
United States and the service of individuals 
in the Armed Forces, and has already ob-
tained information on more than 7,000 me-
morials in 50 States: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the 
Senate concurring), That it is the sense of the 
Congress that— 

(1) the people of the United States owe a 
debt of gratitude to veterans for their sac-
rifices in defending the Nation during times 
of war and peace; 

(2) public memorials that commemorate 
military conflicts of the United States and 
the service of individuals in the Armed 
Forces should be maintained in good condi-
tion, so that future generations may know of 
the burdens borne by these individuals; 

(3) Federal, State, and local agencies re-
sponsible for the construction and mainte-
nance of these memorials should cooperate 
in cataloging these memorials and providing 
the resulting information to the Department 
of the Interior; and 

(4) the Secretary of the Interior, acting 
through the Director of the National Park 
Service, should— 

(A) collect and maintain information on 
public memorials that commemorate mili-
tary conflicts of the United States and the 
service of individuals in the Armed Forces; 

(B) coordinate efforts at collecting and 
maintaining this information with similar 
efforts by other entities, such as Remem-
bering Veterans Who Earned Their Stripes (a 
nonprofit corporation established as RVETS, 
Inc. under the laws of the State of Nevada); 
and 

(C) make this information available to the 
public. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Utah (Mr. HANSEN) and the gentleman 
from California (Mr. GEORGE MILLER) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Utah (Mr. HANSEN). 

Mr. HANSEN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

H. Con. Res. 345 introduced by the 
gentleman rom California (Mr. ROGAN) 
addresses the need for a cataloged list 
of the many different public war me-
morials of the United States. Thou-
sands of public memorials dealing with 
the United States’ involvement in mili-
tary conflicts exist throughout the 
world. However, there is no index or 
record as to their location nor is there 
a cataloged assessment as to their con-
dition. 

Unfortunately, many of these memo-
rials suffer from neglect, disrepair or 
have been relocated or stored in facili-
ties where they are not accessible to 
the public. 

Currently, the Federal Government 
only keeps track of those memorials 
that are federally funded; however, 
nonprofit organizations such as Re-
membering Veterans Who Earned Their 
Stripes have undertaken self-funded 
programs in an attempt to catalog 
these memorials. 

H. Con. Res. 345 urges the Secretary 
of the Interior, acting through the Na-

tional Park Service, to collect and 
maintain information on public memo-
rials commemorating military con-
flicts of the United States. The resolu-
tion also urges a coordinated effort be-
tween the Federal Government and 
other organizations like Remembering 
Veterans Who Earned Their Stripes 
and collecting and maintaining this in-
formation which would then be avail-
able to the public. 

Mr. Speaker, this legislation is ready 
to move forward, and I urge my col-
leagues to support H. Con. Res. 345. 

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. 
Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. HANSEN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
such time as he may consume to the 
gentleman from California (Mr. 
ROGAN), a Member who is the author of 
this legislation. 

Mr. ROGAN. Mr. Speaker, first I 
want to thank my dear friend, the gen-
tleman from Utah (Mr. HANSEN), the 
distinguished chairman, for yielding 
the time to me. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H. 
Con. Res. 345, which addresses the need 
to create a cataloged list of the thou-
sands of public war memorials in the 
United States. Mr. Speaker, this reso-
lution is the product of over a decade- 
long effort by Vietnam War veteran 
Brian Rooney and the nonprofit organi-
zation he founded, Remembering Vet-
erans Who Earned Their Stripes, other-
wise known as RVETS based in North 
Ridge, California. 

Mr. Rooney believed that war memo-
rials preserve the memories of our vet-
eran’s sacrifices and serve as a re-
minder of America’s history. He discov-
ered that today there is no detailed 
index or record of the thousands of 
public memorials dedicated to Amer-
ica’s involvement in military conflicts, 
more importantly, dedicated to those 
who gave their lives for freedom. 

Mr. Rooney investigated conditions 
for years. He found that these memo-
rials suffer from neglect, disrepair and 
have been relocated or stored in facili-
ties where they are not accessible to 
the public. Currently, the Federal Gov-
ernment monitors only those memo-
rials that are federally funded. We have 
relied on the hard work of individuals 
like Mr. Rooney who have conducted 
this arduous task. 

H. Con. Res. 345 urges the Secretary 
of the Interior, acting through the Na-
tional Park Service, to collect and 
maintain information on public memo-
rials commemorating military con-
flicts of the United States. 

It urges a coordinated effort between 
the Federal Government and other en-
tities like RVETS in collecting and 
maintaining this information which 
would then be made available to the 
public. RVETS already has cataloged 
over 7,000 monuments. They already 
have done most of the work needed to 
establish the database. 
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H. Con. Res. 345 is a bipartisan effort 

to honor our veterans. I want to thank 
Brian Rooney for his dedication not 
just to the country as a Vietnam war 
veteran, but for the decade he has 
spent conducting this search so that 
veterans could be honored. 

I understand, Mr. Speaker, that this 
morning there has been some partisan 
bickering going on with respect to 
some of these resolutions, but I would 
just urge all of my colleagues to put 
that aside today so that we can appro-
priately honor veterans who have 
served our country and who have given 
their life and service for our country, 
and vote to support this bipartisan res-
olution. 

Mr. HANSEN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 
minutes to the gentleman from New 
York (Mr. GILMAN), the chairman of 
the Committee on International Rela-
tions. 

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I am 
pleased to rise today in support of H. 
Con. Res. 345, and I urge its adoption 
by the House, and I commend the gen-
tleman from Utah (Mr. HANSEN) and 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
ROGAN) for helping to bring this matter 
to the floor at this time. 

This legislation which urges the Sec-
retary of the Interior, acting through 
the Park Service, to gather and main-
tain information on public memorials 
commemorating U.S. military conflicts 
and to make that information avail-
able to the public, which will be very 
useful to the entire nation. It further 
urges that the Federal Government co-
operate with private entities in accom-
plishing that important goal. 

Mr. Speaker, there are literally hun-
dreds, maybe thousands, of memorials 
and monuments dedicated to our fight-
ing men and women of our Nation’s 
military. These include monuments 
commissioned and dedicated by the 
Federal Government, State govern-
ments and various localities. Over 
time, their number has grown to the 
point where it has become difficult to 
keep track of all of the monuments 
that are now in existence. 

This legislation will help simplify 
matters by requesting the Interior De-
partment to initiate action to collect 
and disseminate information, a step 
they have undertaken on all of these 
monuments. The end result will be 
helpful to both tourists and researchers 
alike, but particularly to all of our vet-
erans organizations. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge our colleagues to 
lend this bill their full support, and I 
thank the gentleman for yielding the 
time to me. 

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. 
Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. HANSEN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Utah (Mr. HANSEN) 

that the House suspend the rules and 
agree to the concurrent resolution, H. 
Con. Res. 345. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds having voted in favor thereof) 
the rules were suspended and the con-
current resolution was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

CONCERNING THE EMANCIPATION 
OF IRANIAN BAHA’I COMMUNITY 

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and agree to the con-
current resolution (H. Con. Res. 257) 
concerning the emancipation of the 
Iranian Baha’i community. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
H. CON. RES. 257 

Whereas in 1982, 1984, 1988, 1990, 1992, 1994, 
and 1996, Congress, by concurrent resolution, 
declared that it holds the Government of 
Iran responsible for upholding the rights of 
all its nationals, including members of the 
Baha’i Faith, Iran’s largest religious minor-
ity; 

Whereas Congress has deplored the Govern-
ment of Iran’s religious persecution of the 
Baha’i community in such resolutions and in 
numerous other appeals, and has condemned 
Iran’s execution of more than 200 Baha’is and 
the imprisonment of thousands of others 
solely on account of their religious beliefs; 

Whereas in July 1998 a Baha’i, Mr. 
Ruhollah Rowhani, was executed by hanging 
in Mashhad after being held in solitary con-
finement for 9 months on the charge of con-
verting a Muslim woman to the Baha’i 
Faith, a charge the woman herself refuted; 

Whereas 2 Baha’is remain on death row in 
Iran, 2 on charges on apostasy, and 10 others 
are serving prison terms on charges arising 
solely from their religious beliefs or activi-
ties; 

Whereas the Government of Iran continues 
to deny individual Baha’is access to higher 
education and government employment and 
denies recognition and religious rights to the 
Baha’i community, according to the policy 
set forth in a confidential Iranian Govern-
ment document which was revealed by the 
United Nations Commission on Human 
Rights in 1993; 

Whereas Baha’is have been banned from 
teaching and studying at Iranian univer-
sities since the Islamic Revolution and 
therefore created the Baha’i Institute of 
Higher Education, or Baha’i Open Univer-
sity, to provide educational opportunities to 
Baha’i youth using volunteer faculty and a 
network of classrooms, libraries, and labora-
tories in private homes and buildings 
throughout Iran; 

Whereas in September and October 1998, 
Iranian authorities arrested 36 faculty mem-
bers of the Open University, 4 of whom have 
been given prison sentences ranging between 
3 to 10 years, even though the law makes no 
mention of religious instruction within one’s 
own religious community as being an illegal 
activity; 

Whereas Iranian intelligence officers 
looted classroom equipment, textbooks, 
computers, and other personal property from 
532 Baha’i homes in an attempt to close 
down the Open University; 

Whereas all Baha’i community properties 
in Iran have been confiscated by the govern-
ment, and Iranian Baha’is are not permitted 
to elect their leaders, organize as a commu-

nity, operate religious schools, or conduct 
other religious community activities guar-
anteed by the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights; 

Whereas on February 22, 1993, the United 
Nations Commission on Human Rights pub-
lished a formerly confidential Iranian gov-
ernment document that constitutes a blue-
print for the destruction of the Baha’i com-
munity and reveals that these repressive ac-
tions are the result of a deliberate policy de-
signed and approved by the highest officials 
of the Government of Iran; and 

Whereas in 1998 the United Nations Special 
Representative for Human Rights, Maurice 
Copithorne, was denied entry into Iran: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the 
Senate concurring), That Congress— 

(1) continues to hold the Government of 
Iran responsible for upholding the rights of 
all its nationals, including members of the 
Baha’i community, in a manner consistent 
with Iran’s obligations under the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights and other 
international agreements guaranteeing the 
civil and political rights of its citizens; 

(2) condemns the repressive anti-Baha’i 
policies and actions of the Government of 
Iran, including the denial of legal recogni-
tion to the Baha’i community and the basic 
rights to organize, elect its leaders, educate 
its youth, and conduct the normal activities 
of a law-abiding religious community; 

(3) expresses concern that individual Ba-
ha’is continue to suffer from severely repres-
sive and discriminatory government actions, 
including executions and death sentences, 
solely on account of their religion; 

(4) urges the Government of Iran to permit 
Baha’i students to attend Iranian univer-
sities and Baha’i faculty to teach at Iranian 
universities, to return the property con-
fiscated from the Baha’i Open University, to 
free the imprisoned faculty members of the 
Open University, and to permit the Open 
University to continue to function; 

(5) urges the Government of Iran to imple-
ment fully the conclusions and recommenda-
tions on the emancipation of the Iranian 
Baha’i community made by the United Na-
tions Special Rapporteur on Religious Intol-
erance, Professor Abdelfattah Amor, in his 
report of March 1996 to the United Nations 
Commission of Human Rights; 

(6) urges the Government of Iran to extend 
to the Baha’i community the rights guaran-
teed by the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights and the international covenants of 
human rights, including the freedom of 
thought, conscience, and religion, and equal 
protection of the law; and 

(7) calls upon the President to continue— 
(A) to assert the United States Govern-

ment’s concern regarding Iran’s violations of 
the rights of its citizens, including members 
of the Baha’i community, along with expres-
sions of its concern regarding the Iranian 
Government’s support for international ter-
rorism and its efforts to acquire weapons of 
mass destruction; 

(B) to emphasize that the United States re-
gards the human rights practices of the Gov-
ernment of Iran, particularly its treatment 
of the Baha’i community and other religious 
minorities, as a significant factor in the de-
velopment of the United States Govern-
ment’s relations with the Government of 
Iran; 

(C) to emphasize the need for the United 
Nations Special Representative for Human 
Rights to be granted permission to enter 
Iran; 
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