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member of the Pennsylvania delega-
tion has cosponsored this bill. 

Dr. Barber died April 29 at the age of 
88. During her life, she impacted not 
only Erie but our entire Nation. Her in-
fluence stretched outside of Erie into 
neighboring counties, States and ev-
erywhere in her path. It is inconceiv-
able for Erie to imagine a life without 
Dr. Barber. There was something about 
this extraordinary individual that 
made one think that she would be 
around forever. To quote the Erie 
Times, who eulogized Dr. Barber, ‘‘She 
was a legend whose name and works 
will be with us for years to come.’’ 

Dr. Barber served more than 2,850 de-
velopmentally disabled clients not only 
in Erie but throughout the State of 
Pennsylvania. She knew everyone by 
name, whether it was a client, volun-
teer, or staff person. She knew about 
their lives and the challenges they 
faced and she truly cared. 

For those of us who visited her in her 
office and visited her at the Dr. Ger-
trude Barber Center, we saw that car-
ing very much in action. The disabled 
children and adults always came first 
with her. Whether she was walking 
with the Governor or even a Member of 
Congress, Dr. Barber would always 
take the time to talk to her children. 
After all, they were every bit as impor-
tant to her and maybe even more so. 

A member of a prominent and re-
spected family in Erie, Dr. Barber be-
came a special education teacher in 
1933. Focusing on a need in our commu-
nity, she opened the center that now 
bears her name in 1952. The Barber 
Center has since blossomed and flour-
ished under her strong and thoughtful 
and watchful hand. The Center has dra-
matically improved the lives of the de-
velopmentally disabled. The Center has 
facilities for autistic and Down syn-
drome children, classrooms, a library, 
and many satellite sites. It has spon-
sored adult literacy and adult job 
training programs. She and her staff 
have worked with mental health pro-
fessionals from 33 countries, many 
coming to see the methodologies and 
accomplishments of this Center. 

As Dr. Barber’s dream continued to 
expand, so did the Center. During her 
48 years of service, she established 
many satellite sites throughout Penn-
sylvania, including group homes in 
Philadelphia and in Pittsburgh. She 
started with a small staff, which grew 
to 60 in the 1970s, and more than 1,650 
across the State today. 

During her lifetime she was recog-
nized by world leaders, including Pope 
John Paul II, and Presidents Kennedy 
and Bush. President Kennedy ap-
pointed Dr. Barber as a delegate to the 
White House Conference on Children 
and Youth. She was also a member of 
his Task Force on Mental Retardation. 
She testified many times before Con-
gress about the needs of people with 
disabilities and mental retardation. 

National figures sought out her advice, 
and she gladly guided them. 

This is the 10th anniversary of the 
year that the Americans With Disabil-
ities Act was passed by Congress; and 
in July, 10 years ago, when President 
George Bush signed the Americans 
with Disabilities Act into law, he in-
vited Dr. Barber to attend the cere-
mony. Her invitation was in recogni-
tion of the work she put into the car-
ing for the disabled. 

In 1981, she was on the planning com-
mittee for the International Year of 
Disabled Persons and was a delegate to 
the White House Conference on Edu-
cation. Not only did Dr. Barber serve 
on countless local, State, and Federal 
committees, but she even established a 
number of local branches of national 
advocacy groups for people with men-
tal retardation and related develop-
mental disabilities. 

She founded the Division of Mental 
Retardation within the Pennsylvania 
Federation Council for Exceptional 
Citizens, the Northwest Council for Ex-
ceptional Children and, in Erie County, 
the ARC. She also served as president 
of the Pennsylvania Association for 
Retarded Citizens, the Pennsylvania 
Federation Council for Exceptional 
Citizens, and the Polk State School 
Board of Trustees. 

In her honor, scholarships have been 
established at Penn State University, 
Gannon University, Mercyhurst Col-
lege, and the University of Notre 
Dame. She was one of the most recog-
nized advocates of people with special 
needs for generations and she made 
this her mission. 

Dr. Barber was truly called to her 
life’s work. She dedicated her life to 
the thousands of children and adults 
whom others often treated with dis-
regard. She believed strongly in her 
dream to transform the lives of the de-
velopmentally disabled. Her dream was 
just one small seed planted in the 
broad fields of life, but she loved it and 
protected it. She believed in her dream 
until it grew and blossomed and gave 
great joy. She proved without doubt 
that one person, one extraordinary per-
son, can make a difference. 

In the new testament, Mr. Speaker, 
Matthew wrote, ‘‘The house fell, for it 
was not founded upon a rock.’’ Dr. Ger-
trude Barber was the rock on which her 
centers for the disabled were built and, 
in fact, she was the rock on which the 
disability community in Erie and even 
throughout the United States could 
lean. Though she has died, her ideals 
and her goals live on. 

It is my great honor to sponsor this 
legislation to name a post office after 
her. I urge my colleagues to join me in 
honoring a remarkable woman who has 
taught so much to so many with her 
message of caring. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to thank 
the gentleman from Georgia (Mr. 
BARR) for managing this bill on the 

floor, and I would also like to thank 
the gentleman from Indiana (Mr. BUR-
TON), the gentleman from New York 
(Mr. MCHUGH), and the ranking mem-
ber, as I said, the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. FATTAH), for their 
efforts in committee to make sure that 
this bill passes and becomes a reality. 

I hope all my colleagues will support 
H.R. 4625 in recognition of this remark-
able woman. 

Mr. FATTAH. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Let me congratulate my colleague 
and my good friend from the great 
State and Commonwealth of Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. ENGLISH). He is responsible 
for this legislation. And appropriately 
so, because in his home district, in the 
City of Erie, the person who we honor 
has been so well known. But also 
throughout our State her work has 
been documented, even in the area of 
Philadelphia, and it is obvious that 
this is the type of person that a Fed-
eral facility, like a postal facility, 
should appropriately be named, and 
will in this case be named, after her. 

I want to thank my colleague for in-
troducing this legislation and ask all 
to support H.R. 4625. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. BARR of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield back the balance of my the time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. LIN-
DER). The question is on the motion of-
fered by the gentleman from Georgia 
(Mr. BARR) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 4625. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds having voted in favor thereof) 
the rules were suspended and the bill 
was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

SAMUEL P. ROBERTS POST OFFICE 
BUILDING 

Mr. BARR of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 4786) to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 110 Postal Way in Carrollton, 
Georgia, as the ‘‘Samuel P. Roberts 
Post Office Building’’. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
H.R. 4786 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SAMUEL P. ROBERTS POST OFFICE 

BUILDING. 
(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the 

United States Postal Service located at 110 
Postal Way in Carrollton, Georgia, shall be 
known and designated as the ‘‘Samuel P. 
Roberts Post Office Building’’. 

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law, 
map, regulation, document, paper, or other 
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to 
be a reference to the ‘‘Samuel P. Roberts 
Post Office Building’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
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Georgia (Mr. BARR) and the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania (Mr. FATTAH) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Georgia (Mr. BARR). 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. BARR of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on H.R. 4786. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Georgia? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. BARR of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume, and I rise today in support of the 
bill to rename the post office located in 
Carrollton, Georgia, after the Honor-
able Sam Roberts. 

Sam Roberts was not just a commu-
nity leader, not just a husband, not 
just a father, he was a friend to all of 
us in the Seventh District of Georgia. 
Sam lost his battle against cancer on 
January 3 of this year. 

Sam was a distinguished member of 
the Georgia State Senate whose dis-
trict laid within the Seventh Congres-
sional District of Georgia. He won his 
Senate seat to represent State Senate 
District 30 in 1986 and was reelected in 
1998. His second term was tragically 
cut short after his untimely death ear-
lier this year. 

Born April 10, 1937 in Rome, Georgia, 
after obtaining a degree in insurance 
and risk management from Georgia 
State University in 1963, Sam Roberts 
maintained a long career in manage-
ment heading Roberts Insurance Agen-
cy. Sam Roberts received numerous 
community and civic awards such as 
‘‘Who’s Who’’ in Georgia and Small 
Businessperson of the Year from the 
Douglas County Chamber of Commerce. 
He was also Associate of the Year for 
the Douglas County Home Builders As-
sociation. Sam was admitted to the 
Carrollton High School Trojan Hall of 
Fame and was a Jaycees International 
Senator. 

Throughout his life, Senator Sam, as 
we knew him, was involved in count-
less community organizations and ac-
tivities and civic clubs, including 
President of the Sertoma Club and the 
Douglas County Rotary Club, National 
Director of the U.S. Jaycees, in govern-
ment affairs, and State Vice President 
of the Georgia Jaycees. 

Sam Roberts also served on the 
Board of Directors of the American 
Cancer Society and the March of 
Dimes. He was the Chaplain of the 
Flint Hill Masonic Lodge. Sam was a 
member of the Douglas County Devel-
opment Authority and the Douglas 
County Chamber of Commerce. He was 
also a youth football coach for 20 
years. 

While serving in the Georgia State 
Senate, Sam Roberts worked extremely 
hard for swift and strong punishment 

of criminals, to improve education for 
children, and to make our State gov-
ernment more efficient. 

Sam Roberts was a resident of Doug-
las County for more than 30 years. He 
was a member of Heritage Baptist 
Church with his wife Sue. Sam is also 
survived by three wonderful children, 
Sherrie, Beau and Amber. 

Mr. Speaker, the career of Georgia 
State Senator Sam Roberts as a profes-
sional, as a legislator, as a community 
leader, and as a family man clearly 
demonstrates why we should name this 
post office in his community, in our 
community, in his honor. I ask my col-
leagues to join me in renaming the 
U.S. Post Office in Carrollton, Georgia, 
after the Honorable Sam Roberts. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

b 1200 

Mr. FATTAH. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 4786, which names a 
post office after Samuel P. Roberts, was intro-
duced by Representative BARR on June 29, 
2000. 

Mr. Roberts was born on April 10, 1937, in 
Rome, GA. He obtained a degree in insurance 
and risk management from Georgia State Uni-
versity and went on to head the Roberts Insur-
ance Agency. He decided to enter politics and 
in 1996 he ran for the Georgia State Senate, 
representing District 30. 

Tragically, his second term was cut short 
when he lost his battle with cancer and died 
on January 3, 2000, in Douglasville, GA. Nam-
ing a post office in his honor is a fitting way 
to honor his commitment to his community 
and family. I urge the swift adoption of this 
measure. 

Mr. Speaker, I would just like to reit-
erate my support for the bill at hand. I 
thank the gentleman from the great 
State of Georgia (Mr. BARR) for his 
comments. 

Since Mr. Roberts formerly served as 
a member of the State Senate in his 
State and as a former member of the 
State Senate of Pennsylvania, I again 
want to thank the gentleman for recog-
nizing that those who serve our public 
and other legislative bodies deserve 
recognition in this way. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. BARR of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
appreciate the very kind remarks of 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
FATTAH), and I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. LIN-
DER). The question is on the motion of-
fered by the gentleman from Georgia 
(Mr. BARR) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 4786. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds having voted in favor thereof) 
the rules were suspended and the bill 
was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

JUDGE HARRY AUGUSTUS COLE 
POST OFFICE BUILDING 

Mr. BARR of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 4450) to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 900 East Fayette Street in Bal-
timore, Maryland, as the ‘‘Judge Harry 
Augustus Cole Post Office Building.’’ 

The Clerk read as follows: 
H.R. 4450 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. JUDGE HARRY AUGUSTUS COLE POST 

OFFICE BUILDING. 
(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the 

United States Postal Service located at 900 
East Fayette Street in Baltimore, Maryland, 
shall be known and designated as the ‘‘Judge 
Harry Augustus Cole Post Office Building’’. 

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law, 
map, regulation, document, paper, or other 
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to 
be a reference to the ‘‘Judge Harry Augustus 
Cole Post Office Building’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Georgia (Mr. BARR) and the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania (Mr. FATTAH) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Georgia (Mr. BARR). 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. BARR of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on H.R. 4450. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Georgia? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. BARR of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, the bill before us, H.R. 
4450, was introduced by the distin-
guished gentleman from Maryland (Mr. 
CUMMINGS). This legislation designates 
the post office located at 900 East Fay-
ette Street in Baltimore, Maryland, as 
the ‘‘Judge Harry Augustus Cole Post 
Office.’’ H.R. 4450 is cosponsored by the 
entire House delegation of the State of 
Maryland. 

Harry Augustus Cole was educated in 
the Baltimore City Public School Sys-
tem and graduated from Morgan State 
University in 1943. He served our Na-
tion with distinction during World War 
II and then graduated from the Univer-
sity of Maryland School of Law, after 
which he practiced criminal and civil 
rights law. 

Judge Cole is a man of many firsts. 
He was the first African American as-
sistant attorney general in Baltimore 
City, the first African American to be 
elected to the State Senate of Mary-
land, the first chairman of the Mary-
land Advisory Committee to the United 
States Civil Rights Commission, and 
the first African American to be named 
to the Maryland Court of Appeals. 
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