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While we hear crack cocaine is now 
down, even my area continues to be in-
undated. A recent article says Central 
Florida’s crack cocaine problem is no 
longer a front-burner issue; it has been 
replaced in importance by heroin’s 
comeback and the surge of new de-
signer drugs. However, this says that 
crack continues to be a problem along 
with these other drugs. That is refer-
ring to my area of representation, 
which is Central Florida, again 
plagued. 

Mr. Speaker, I received a letter from 
Mel Martinez, the chairman of Orange 
County, our central legislative body in 
Orange County, Florida, and he writes 
to me just a few days ago, ‘‘Congress-
man MICA: Eighty heroin overdose 
deaths have occurred in the 7-county 
Central Florida high-intensity drug 
traffic area in 1999 alone. The Florida 
Department of Law Enforcement re-
cently released a report prepared by 
the Medical Examiner’s Office indi-
cating 48 heroin overdose deaths oc-
curred in Miami last year, and 42 oc-
curred in Orlando.’’ 

Almost every State, every commu-
nity, every locale, every region of this 
Nation is facing the same thing. 

Tonight we released the statistics 
that again state that U.S. drug deaths 
from drug-induced deaths in 1998 ex-
ceeded murder for the first time. 
Again, if we use 1999 murder figures, we 
are down in the 15,000 range. These con-
tinue to drop, while drug deaths con-
tinue to rise. 

The headlines spell out the story, the 
threat of Ecstacy reaching cocaine and 
heroin proportions, and tonight we 
have outlined some of what is going on 
with Ecstacy. 

Mr. Speaker, I do want to take a mo-
ment for my colleagues and others who 
may be listening to show what Ecstacy 
does to the brain. Many young people 
think it is a harmless drug. Dr. Allen 
Leschner of the National Institute of 
Drug Abuse presented a different grasp, 
but this just shows what happens to 
the brain. This is the normal brain; 
this is a brain that has absorbed or 
been affected by the use of Ecstacy. Ba-
sically, it induces a Parkinson’s-type 
affect on the brain, destroying the 
brain cells, not allowing regeneration 
of the brain cells. 

Not only do we have that, but 
Ecstacy that is attractively packaged 
in with all kinds of designer labels, 
which the U.S. Customs Service pro-
vided us, even fancy symbols that are 
put on of various designer clothing and 
the cars and things to induce young 
people to try these drugs. But this is 
the fancy packaging. These are the re-
sults. If we do not think the results are 
bad enough, again, to destroy the 
brain, look at the deaths, and many of 
these, I just read one from my local 
community, they used Ecstacy and 
other drugs or alcohol with these 

drugs, and also, the drug dealers are 
now cutting Ecstacy across the land 
with all types of deadly chemicals. 

So this is what we end up with, a hor-
rible situation and the destruction of 
life and limb and also brain. Ecstacy 
again, reaching cocaine and heroin pro-
portions, and high schoolers report 
more drug use from June 9, 2000. 

Again, the administration would 
rather probably talk about prescription 
drugs, and I do not want to demean in 
any way the importance of that, par-
ticularly for our elderly or those who 
have problems paying for legal nar-
cotics, and I am talking tonight about 
illegal narcotics. But, in fact, we have 
a situation that has basically spun out 
of control. In spite of our good efforts 
over the past 3 or 4 years by the new 
majority, we have somehow missed the 
mark with the administration of the 
resources that have been provided to 
this administration. It is sad, again to-
night, as I conclude, to report that for 
the first time in the history of our 
country, we have deaths by drug-in-
duced means, drug-related deaths ex-
ceeding murder across our land. 

Mr. Speaker, I appreciate the pa-
tience of the staff who have remained 
tonight. This is an important topic and 
should be on the minds of Members of 
Congress, it should be on our agenda, 
and it should be important to every 
American that not another American 
is lost to illegal narcotics in this coun-
try. 

f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to: 

Mr. MCNULTY (at the request of Mr. 
GEPHARDT) for today on account of ill-
ness in the family. 

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED 

By unanimous consent, permission to 
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders 
heretofore entered, was granted to: 

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. PASCRELL) to revise and 
extend their remarks and include ex-
traneous material:) 

Mr. BONIOR, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. BROWN of Ohio, for 5 minutes, 

today. 
Ms. NORTON, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. KIND, for 5 minutes, today. 
Ms. MILLENDER-MCDONALD, for 5 min-

utes, today. 
Mr. HOLT, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. PASCRELL, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. STRICKLAND, for 5 minutes, 

today. 
Mr. INSLEE, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. DAVIS of Illinois, for 5 minutes, 

today. 
(The following Members (at the re-

quest of Mr. DUNCAN) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:) 

Mr. CASTLE, for 5 minutes, September 
20. 

Mr. PITTS, for 5 minutes, September 
20. 

Mr. DUNCAN, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. GUTKNECHT, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mrs. MORELLA, for 5 minutes, Sep-

tember 20. 
Mr. SCHAFFER, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. HOEKSTRA, for 5 minutes, today. 

f 

SENATE BILL REFERRED 

A bill of the Senate of the following 
title was taken from the Speaker’s 
table and, under the rule, referred as 
follows: 

S. 2247. An act to establish the Wheeling 
National Heritage Area in the State of West 
Virginia, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Resources. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. MICA. Mr. Speaker, I move that 
the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 11 o’clock and 36 minutes 
p.m.), the House adjourned until to-
morrow, Wednesday, September 20, 
2000, at 10 a.m. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 8 of rule XII, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

10108. A letter from the Chief, Programs 
and Legislation Division Office of Legisla-
tive Liaison, Department of Defense, trans-
mitting notification that the Commander of 
Wright-Patterson Air Force Base (AFB) has 
conducted a cost comparison to reduce the 
cost of the Air Force Research Laboratory 
Support Service functions, pursuant to 10 
U.S.C. 2461; to the Committee on Armed 
Services. 

10109. A letter from the Secretary of De-
fense, transmitting the Secretary’s certifi-
cation that the system level Live Fire Test 
and Evaluation (LFT&E) of the UH–60 Mod-
ernization Program aircraft would be unrea-
sonably expensive and impractical, pursuant 
to 10 U.S.C. 2366(c)(1); to the Committee on 
Armed Services. 

10110. A letter from the Attorney Advisor, 
National Highway Traffic Safety Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting the Department’s final rule— 
Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standards; 
Compressesd Natural Gas Fuel Containers 
[Docket No. NHTSA–98–4807] (RIN: 2127– 
AH72) received September 11, 2000, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

10111. A letter from the Special Assistant 
to the Bureau Chief, Mass Media Bureau, 
Federal Communications Commission, trans-
mitting the Commission’s final rule— 
Amendment of Section 73.202(b), Table of Al-
lotments, FM Broadcast Stations. (Arcadia, 
Gibsland, and Hodge, Louisiana and Wake 
Village, Texas) [MM Docket No. 99–144; RM– 
9538; RM–9747; RM–9748] received September 
11, 2000, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to 
the Committee on Commerce. 

10112. A letter from the Special Assistant 
to the Bureau Chief, Mass Media Bureau, 
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