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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE 18787 September 21, 2000 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES—Thursday, September 21, 2000 
The House met at 10 a.m. 
The Reverend Richard Elliott, Pas-

tor, New Hanover Evangelical Lu-
theran Church, Gilbertsville, Pennsyl-
vania, offered the following prayer: 

Eternal and most gracious God, be-
fore Your face empires of the past have 
risen and fallen away. We pray this day 
for our Nation; a nation entrusted to us 
by Your gracious hand and rooted in 
the sacrifices and patriotism of pre-
vious generations; a nation nurtured 
by You with expansive freedom, limit-
less opportunity, bountiful natural re-
sources, and creative and energetic 
citizens. 

Bless Your servants gathered here 
this day. Enable them to flourish. Give 
them wisdom to lead with character, 
power to serve with humility, kindness 
to respond with compassion, courage to 
strive for justice, and strength to pur-
sue peace. Give us to Your children the 
vision to see the seeds of Your kingdom 
and to dream and reach for Your fu-
ture. Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 
The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-

ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 

from Texas (Mr. DOGGETT) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge 
of Allegiance. 

Mr. DOGGETT led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE 
A message from the Senate by Mr. 

Lundregan, one of its clerks, an-
nounced that the Senate agrees to the 
amendment of the House to the amend-
ment of the Senate to the bill (H.R. 
2909) ‘‘An Act to provide for implemen-
tation by the United States of the 
Hague Convention on Protection of 
Children and Co-operation in Respect 
of Intercountry Adoption, and for other 
purposes.’’ 

f 

WELCOME TO PASTOR RICHARD 
ELLIOTT 

(Mr. TOOMEY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 

minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. TOOMEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to pay tribute to our guest pas-
tor, the Reverend Richard Elliott of 
New Hanover Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, in Gilbertsville, Pennsylvania. 
The House is privileged to have Pastor 
Elliott deliver such an inspirational 
opening prayer for us today, Thursday, 
September 21, 2000. 

His message to ‘‘strive for justice and 
strength in order to pursue peace’’ is 
reflected in the long history of his con-
gregation and its wisdom to lead by ex-
ample. Founded in 1700, the congrega-
tion is currently celebrating the 
church’s 300th anniversary. It is the 
oldest German Lutheran congregation 
in the United States. 

New Hanover Evangelical Lutheran 
Church has nurtured a nation with its 
creative and energetic congregation, 
with character, with humility, with 
kindness and compassion. During the 
War for American Independence, the 
church served as a temporary hospital 
for General George Washington’s 
troops after the Battles of Brandywine 
and Paoli. 

Mr. Speaker, the House of Represent-
atives is indeed privileged to have Pas-
tor Richard Elliott of new Hanover 
Evangelical Lutheran Church deliver 
the opening prayer today. Pastor El-
liott and his congregation are a true 
reflection of what our Founding Fa-
thers envisioned when they fought for 
the birth of our Nation. 

f 

ANNIVERSARY OF PRESIDENT 
WASHINGTON’S ‘‘FAREWELL AD-
DRESS’’ 

(Mr. DELAY asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. DELAY. Mr. Speaker, 204 years 
ago, President George Washington’s 
‘‘Farewell Address’’ was published in 
the New York Herald. 

For generations, the ‘‘Farewell Ad-
dress’’ was one of the most rec-
ommended political works in American 
history. Schoolchildren studied it and 
citizens celebrated it. In fact, in 1862, 
President Lincoln even issued a na-
tional proclamation recommending 
that people all over the country read 
the address aloud. 

One lengthy section of Washington’s 
address dealt with the importance of 
religion and morality to public life. 
After declaring that religion and mo-
rality were indispensable to political 
prosperity, Washington bluntly asked, 

‘‘Where is the security for property, for 
reputation, for life, if the sense of reli-
gious obligation desert?’’ He continued, 
‘‘Reason and experience both forbid us 
to expect that national morality can 
prevail in exclusion of religious prin-
ciple.’’ 

Washington warned Americans that 
without religious principles, neither 
education nor any other force would be 
capable of protecting either our life or 
our property. This is a lesson to re-
member today, the 204th anniversary of 
the printing of Washington’s ‘‘Farewell 
Address.’’ 

f 

LANCE ARMSTRONG CONGRES-
SIONAL GOLD MEDAL ACT 

(Mr. DOGGETT asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. DOGGETT. Mr. Speaker, I am 
joining a cancer survivor, the gentle-
woman from North Carolina (Mrs. 
MYRICK), our colleague, in what is 
truly a bipartisan recognition of excel-
lence as we introduce legislation to 
award a Congressional Gold Medal to 
Lance Armstrong. Lance is an 
Austinite, but one does not have to 
share his hometown to appreciate the 
depth of his achievements. 

After being stricken with advanced 
cancer, Lance’s chances of survival 
were slim and his chances of getting 
back on a bicycle were even slimmer. 
Just 3 months after his diagnosis in 
1996, he formed the Lance Armstrong 
Foundation to promote cancer aware-
ness, education, and research. 

And then, his amazing comeback. 
Last year he conquered the Tour de 
France with the same strength and 
grace as he conquered cancer, and this 
year he did it again. Next week in Aus-
tralia we hope his yellow jersey is 
turned into Olympic gold. While his 
courageous battle with cancer set the 
stage for an amazing comeback, one of 
the most amazing in sports history, it 
is his commitment to raising cancer 
awareness and helping others triumph 
over this disease that particularly mer-
its congressional recognition. 

In honor of his courage, his pre-
eminence in the sport of cycling, and 
his dedication to both improving the 
lives of cancer victims and finding a 
cure for this disease, please join us in 
supporting the Lance Armstrong Con-
gressional Gold Medal Act. 

f 

HONORING SENATOR BRYAN 
(Mr. GIBBONS asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
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