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Mr. SHERWOOD. Mr. Speaker, we are 

in a full blown energy crisis. Due to the 
lack of a coherent national energy pol-
icy, we are facing a winter which many 
in the Northeast will be forced to 
choose between heating their homes 
and buying food. This is a terrible di-
lemma that we saw in the Northeast 
last winter, and we are about to do it 
once again. 

The United States’ dependence on 
foreign oil has resulted in record-high 
crude oil prices, resulting in adverse 
economic impacts on our Nation’s 
farmers, independent truck drivers, 
small business owners, and home-
owners. 

I have a letter here from Bernie 
Lapara at Lapara Oil in Carbondale, 
Pennsylvania, detailing the hardships 
faced by his customers. 

Mr. Speaker, the solution is simple. 
We need more production and supply, 
but right now we could ease the impact 
by drawing down on the Strategic Pe-
troleum Reserve to get over this winter 
heating oil crisis in the Northeast. 

Mr. Speaker, I say to the President, 
please act now. Release the reserve for 
the sake of America’s families and 
business people. 
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MEDICARE PRESCRIPTION DRUGS 

(Mr. LEWIS of Georgia asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. LEWIS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to urge my colleagues to 
pass legislation that would give a real 
prescription medicine benefit to our 
Nation’s seniors. The Republican plan 
failed to meet the real problems that 
face our Nation’s seniors. Our seniors 
have been receiving a bad deal when it 
comes to prescription medicine. Now is 
the time to give our seniors a good 
deal, a better deal, a fair deal. 

The American people need and want 
a meaningful benefit that is voluntary, 
universal, affordable and accessible to 
all of our seniors. There is no room 
here to play partisan politics. No sen-
ior, but no senior should have to 
choose between putting food on the 
table and getting his or her heart medi-
cine. This is not just, this is not right, 
and this is not fair. 

My Republican brothers and sisters, 
this is our moral obligation, to do what 
is right. 
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SUPPORT PASSAGE OF THE DATA 
ACT 

(Mr. WELLER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. WELLER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to ask for bipartisan support for 
the Data Act, and let me tell my col-
leagues why. 

Over 100 million Americans today are 
on line using the Internet. Seven 
Americans go on line every second for 
the first time. There is great oppor-
tunity, whether in e-commerce or the 
technology sector, for millions of 
Americans. But millions of Americans 
are not participating, and that is called 
the digital divide. 

I am pleased the private sector has 
stepped forward to address the so- 
called digital divide, because educators 
tell us they notice a difference in the 
classroom between children who have a 
computer at home and those who do 
not in their being able to do their 
homework and compete in the class. 
Ford, Intel, Delta and American Air-
lines have announced plans to provide 
600,000 families computers and Internet 
access. 

Think about that. The janitor, the 
laborer, the assembly line worker, the 
baggage handler, their children having 
computers and Internet access just like 
the CEO’s kids. That is a great oppor-
tunity. But here is the hitch. The IRS 
wants to tax it. That is right, the IRS 
wants to tax those workers who accept 
those computers. For a worker making 
$27,000 a year that is $200 in taxes they 
would have to pay. 

We have a solution, the Data Act, 
legislation making sure that these em-
ployer-provided computers and Inter-
net access are tax exempt for the work-
ers. It is called the Data Act. I would 
ask for bipartisan support. Please join 
as a cosponsor and help us pass the 
Data Act. 
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SUPPORT REIMPORTATION 
LEGISLATION 

(Mr. ALLEN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. ALLEN. Mr. Speaker, 2 years 
ago, in October of 1998, I released in my 
district the first study comparing the 
prices of prescription drugs in the 
United States to prices in Mexico and 
Canada. In that study we found that 
Mainers pay 72 percent more than Ca-
nadians and 102 percent more than 
Mexicans for the same drugs from the 
same U.S. manufacturers in the same 
quantities. 

For 2 years, the Democrats here have 
been fighting for a prescription drug 
benefit, fighting for a discount for sen-
iors. But today I rise to ask for support 
for legislation that would allow phar-
macists to buy prescription drugs in 
other countries and bring them and sell 
them here. That would mean a substan-
tial discount for our seniors. 

We need to reduce prescription drug 
prices for seniors in this country. Sen-
iors cannot wait until the next Con-
gress to get relief from price gouging 
by the pharmaceutical industry. I urge 
my Republican colleagues to act now. 

CANDIDATES FOR ELECTION 
SHOULD STICK TO THE FACTS; 
NOT MAKE UP STORIES 

(Mr. FOLEY asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. FOLEY. Mr. Speaker, in 1992, 
then Governor Lawton Childs ran some 
negative ads about Jed Bush, saying 
that if elected governor, a Republican 
candidate would take away Social Se-
curity. It was a lie, but it was meant to 
scare people. 

Recently, in Tallahassee, Florida, the 
Vice President went on to say that his 
mother-in-law and dog took the same 
drug and the dog was getting a better 
break. He lied. He made a story up, try-
ing to confuse the voters. 
ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
SUNUNU). The gentleman will suspend. 

The Chair will remind the Member 
that although remarks in a debate may 
level criticisms against the policies of 
the President and Vice President or 
against the nominated candidates for 
the offices of Vice President or Presi-
dent, remarks in debate should avoid 
personality and, therefore, should not 
include personal accusation or charac-
terizations. 

The gentleman may continue in 
order. 

Mr. FOLEY. I thank the Speaker. I 
just suggest that the candidates for of-
fice use facts, not fiction; that they 
tell the voters the truth and not make 
up stories about imaginary drugs being 
taken by their dog or mother-in-law. 

I think the senior citizens of America 
deserve the truth and, regrettably, 
they do not get it, because they have 
to get made-up stories about drugs 
being taken by Fido, the dog, and the 
mother-in-law. I think the mother-in- 
law must be embarrassed today be-
cause her drug formulary has now been 
released to the public, despite the Vice 
President’s insistence that we have pri-
vacy in medical records. 

My colleagues, it is serious. People 
need prescription drugs. They need it 
in Florida; they need it now. But they 
certainly do not need conjured-up sto-
ries by the candidates for office pro-
claiming to know the facts about their 
own medical histories and lying to the 
American public. 
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SENIORS DESERVE EQUAL TREAT-
MENT BY PHARMACEUTICAL 
COMPANIES 

(Ms. DELAURO asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, today 
only the manufacturer of a drug can 
import a drug into the United States. 
Pharmaceutical companies have un-
fairly used this regulation to control 
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