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We need to make sure we base our 

policy on real science. 
Mr. Speaker, I submit the agenda on 

the 11:30 briefing on fear profiteers for 
the RECORD. 

Introduction: Steve Milloy, publisher of 
www.junkscience.com 

Speaking Order: Nick Smith. 
Fred Smith, Competitive Enterprise Insti-

tute. 
Bonner Cohen, Lexington Institute, Editor 

of Fear Profiteers. 
Alex Avery, Hudson Institute. 

f 

HMO’S WANT $15 BILLION FROM 
CONGRESS 

(Mr. BROWN of Ohio asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, 
last year taxpayers spent $3 billion 
more on people enrolled in Medicare 
HMOs than if they had remained in tra-
ditional Medicare. It cost the public 
more to pay managed care plans than 
to pay for the same plans financed 
through traditional Medicare. 

I do not recall Medicare managed 
care plans offering to give back the ex-
cess dollars they were paid then. I do 
recall them unceremoniously dropping 
200,000 seniors that year, claiming the 
Federal Government was underpaying 
them. 

Now Medicare HMOs and Republican 
leaders are asking Congress to devote 
$15 billion, three-fourths of the dollars 
set aside for Medicare funding in-
creases this year, to Medicare HMOs. 
They serve 14 percent of the Medicare 
population; they want 75 percent of the 
money. They want $15 billion. 

That is $15 billion that Republicans 
want to give to the managed care in-
dustry after they abandoned 900,000 
seniors; not because these plans were 
going bankrupt, but because other 
lines of business were more profitable 
for insurance companies HMOs. It is in-
comprehensible to me, Mr. Speaker, 
that my Republican colleagues and the 
Presidential candidates are trying to 
sell the public on privatizing Medicare. 
It is a bad idea. 

f 

WASTE, FRAUD, AND ABUSE AT 
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

(Mr. THUNE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. Speaker, our chil-
dren are our most important and pre-
cious resource. We ought to make very 
certain that they have the opportunity 
to learn in safe and drug-free schools, 
to be taught by our brightest and best 
teachers, and to ensure that they have 
the highest possible opportunity to 
learn. And that is one thing we have 
been failing our children on. 

Mr. Speaker, today the other thing I 
would note about our educational sys-

tem is that our parents ought to know 
that when they send their education 
tax dollars to Washington that they 
are going to get spent on our children, 
on helping them learn at the fastest 
rate possible. This last week we 
learned of another blatant example of 
waste, fraud and abuse in Washington, 
and that was when $2 million at the 
Education Department was siphoned 
off from two schools in South Dakota 
and spent to buy a Cadillac, an SUV, 
and a house in Maryland. It took a car 
dealer, a car dealer, who broke this 
story, because the Education Depart-
ment did not know what was going on. 

It is another example, Mr. Speaker, 
of why we need to get the education 
dollars back into the classroom, back 
to our school administrators, and our 
school boards and our parents so that 
they are being spent on our children 
and not in the Washington bureauc-
racy. 

f 

b 1030 

ENERGY POLICY 

(Mr. GEJDENSON asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend is 
remarks.) 

Mr. Speaker, the American people 
are being held hostage by foreign oil 
producers and American energy compa-
nies. We are now heading for our sec-
ond cycle where we go from heating oil 
crisis to gas crisis, and now we are 
heading back for another heating oil 
crisis. At a time when oil companies 
should have been filling the reserves of 
Americans to keep their homes warm 
this winter, they were shipping refined 
No. 2 fuel oil overseas. 

We need aggressive action from this 
administration: the release of the Stra-
tegic Petroleum Reserve. We need to 
have weatherization funds. We need 
real conservation programs that have 
been blocked for the last 20 years since 
the Reagan presidency. We have had no 
energy policy as far as conservation, 
alternative energy, energy conserva-
tion. We need to move on these things 
now or seniors and others will see their 
lives and their life savings threatened 
this winter for a shortage of oil. 

We have made some progress. We 
have got millions of barrels in reserve, 
now gallons in reserve in Connecticut; 
but we need to do a lot more. We need 
the Senate to move the legislation that 
gives authorization for the heating oil 
reserve. 

f 

PRESCRIPTION DRUG COVERAGE 
FOR SENIORS 

(Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. 
Mr. Speaker, time is running out for 

America’s seniors. America’s seniors 
are well aware now that many of them 
cannot afford the drugs that their doc-
tors prescribe. If they in fact buy those 
drugs, we find that they are taking the 
medicine one every other day instead 
of one every day or three times a day 
instead of four times a day to try to ex-
tend the medicine at the peril of their 
own health. Time is running out for 
them because the Republican leader-
ship refuses to bring forth a real pre-
scription drug benefit. 

Rather than use the prescription 
drug benefit to try to undermine the 
Medicare system as George W. Bush 
has or to undermine the Medicare sys-
tem as the Republican leadership 
has—— 
ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
SUNUNU). All members are reminded 
that although the debate may criticize 
the policies of the President or the 
Vice President, or the nominees for 
those respective offices, remarks 
should avoid personality and, there-
fore, may not include personal accusa-
tions or characterizations. 

The gentleman may continue in 
order. 

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. 
I stand corrected, Mr. Speaker. It is 
George W. Bush’s Medicare prescrip-
tion drug benefit plan that undermines 
Medicare, not George W. Bush but his 
Medicare plan, so everybody is cor-
rected. 

He would undermine the system and 
put these seniors at the peril of the 
same HMOs that are canceling their 
coverage all over the country, put 
them at the peril of the insurance com-
panies, put them at the peril of phar-
maceutical companies. What we need is 
a prescription drug benefit as part of 
Medicare so that senior citizens can 
get the medicine they need. 

f 

CONFERENCE REPORT ON H.R. 4919, 
SECURITY ASSISTANCE ACT OF 
2000 

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker, by 
direction of the Committee on Rules, 
Icall up House Resolution 584 and ask 
for its immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 584 
Resolved, That upon adoption of this reso-

lution it shall be in order to consider the 
conference report to accompany the bill 
(H.R. 4919) to amend the Foreign Assistance 
Act of 1961 and the Arms Export Control Act 
to make improvements to certain defense 
and security assistance provisions under 
those Acts, to authorize the transfer of naval 
vessels to certain foreign countries, and for 
other purposes. All points of order against 
the conference report and against its consid-
eration are waived. The conference report 
shall be considered as read. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. DIAZ- 
BALART) is recognized for 1 hour. 

VerDate Aug 04 2004 01:36 Dec 17, 2004 Jkt 039102 PO 00000 Frm 00005 Fmt 0688 Sfmt 0634 E:\BR00\H21SE0.000 H21SE0


		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-07-05T19:56:47-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




