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Mr. RYAN of Wisconsin changed his
vote from “‘nay’’ to ‘‘yea.”

So the Journal was approved.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

Stated for:

Mr. TAYLOR of North Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, on rollcall No. 488, | was unavoidably de-
tained due to flight delays. Had | been
present, | would have voted “yea.”

—————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
HANSEN). Pursuant to clause 8 of rule

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE

XX, the Chair announces that he will
postpone further proceedings today on
each motion to suspend the rules on
which a recorded vote or the yeas and
nays are ordered, or on which the vote
is objected to under clause 6 of rule
XX.

Recorded votes on postponed ques-
tions may be taken in several groups.

——————

MISSING CHILDREN TAX FAIRNESS
ACT OF 2000

Mr. RAMSTAD. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 5117) to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to clarify the allow-
ance of the child credit, the deduction
for personal exemptions, and the
earned income credit for missing chil-
dren, and for other purposes, as amend-
ed.

The Clerk read as follows:

H.R. 5117

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the
Children Tax Fairness Act of 2000”".
SEC. 2. TREATMENT OF MISSING CHILDREN WITH

RESPECT TO CERTAIN TAX BENE-
FITS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subsection (c) of section
151 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 (re-
lating to additional exemption for depend-
ents) is amended by adding at the end the
following new paragraph:

¢(6) TREATMENT OF MISSING CHILDREN.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—Solely for the purposes
referred to in subparagraph (B), a child of
the taxpayer—

‘(i) who is presumed by law enforcement
authorities to have been kidnapped by some-
one who is not a member of the family of
such child or the taxpayer, and

‘(ii) who was (without regard to this para-
graph) the dependent of the taxpayer for the
taxable year in which the kidnapping oc-
curred,

shall be treated as a dependent of the tax-
payer for all taxable years ending during the
period that the child is kidnapped.

‘“(B) PURPOSES.—Subparagraph (A) shall
apply solely for purposes of determining—

‘(i) the deduction under this section,

‘“(ii) the credit under section 24 (relating to
child tax credit), and

‘“(iii) whether an individual is a surviving
spouse or a head of a household (such terms
are defined in section 2).

¢(C) COMPARABLE TREATMENT FOR EARNED
INCOME CREDIT.—For purposes of section 32,
an individual—

‘(i) who is presumed by law enforcement
authorities to have been kidnapped by some-
one who is not a member of the family of
such individual or the taxpayer, and

‘“(ii) who had, for the taxable year in which
the kidnapping occurred, the same principal
place of abode as the taxpayer for more than
one-half of the portion of such year before
the date of the kidnapping,

shall be treated as meeting the requirement
of section 32(c)(3)(A)(ii) with respect to a
taxpayer for all taxable years ending during
the period that the individual is kidnapped.

‘(D) TERMINATION OF TREATMENT.—Sub-
paragraphs (A) and (C) shall cease to apply
as of the first taxable year of the taxpayer

‘“‘Missing
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beginning after the calendar year in which
there is a determination that the child is
dead (or, if earlier, in which the child would
have attained age 18).”

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment
made by this section shall apply to taxable
years ending after the date of the enactment
of this Act.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Minnesota (Mr. RAMSTAD) and the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. COYNE)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Minnesota (Mr. RAMSTAD).

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. RAMSTAD. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on H.R. 5117, as amended.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Minnesota?

There was no objection.

Mr. RAMSTAD. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I want to first thank
the gentleman from Texas (Chairman
ARCHER) of the Committee on Ways
and Means for clearing this bill for the
suspension calendar and to the major-
ity leader, the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. ARMEY), the gentleman from Illi-
nois (Speaker HASTERT) for putting
this important legislation on a fast
track bringing it up today.

Mr. Speaker, imagine the horror of
learning that a stranger has kidnapped
your child. Then imagine the courage
needed to keep alive the hope of your
child’s recovery and safe return. Imag-
ine the costs, the financial costs, in-
curred by heartbroken parents spend-
ing every last penny searching for their
abducted child.

Mr. Speaker, imagine an agency of
the Federal Government that steals
your hope, that tells you your child is
no longer part of your household. It
does not get any worse from out-of-
touch Washington bureaucrats than to
deny the family of a kidnapped child
the dependency exemption, even
though the family continues to spend
thousands of dollars searching for their
child and maintains the child’s bed-
room.

Unbelievable, but true. This is ex-
actly what the Internal Revenue Serv-
ice has been doing to families of miss-
ing and abducted children.

Beside me right here, Mr. Speaker, is
a picture of a young boy who was sto-
len from his family in 1989 in Min-
nesota. His name is Jacob Wetterling,
and his story has touched countless
lives throughout Minnesota and our
Nation. Jacob was abducted from the
small community of St. Joseph, Min-
nesota when he was 11 years old. A
masked gunman took Jacob from his
bicycle while his brother and his friend
watched helplessly.

His family has not heard from Jacob
since that day, but we all hope and
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