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Mr. Arafat, do not let the dream that 

you have worked your entire life for 
crumble in order to quell domestic po-
litical concerns. I urge you to choose 
the path to which you have been com-
mitted for nearly a decade, the path of 
peace. 

The people of Israel, the West Bank, 
the Gaza have suffered through enough 
violence, torment, and death during 
the years of struggle for the creation of 
a Palestinian state. Let us work to-
gether to ensure that history does not 
repeat itself. 

The purpose of this bill clearly states 
that if the Palestinian Authority uni-
laterally declares a Palestinian state, 
the United States’ provision of re-
sources to the Palestinian Authority 
would cease immediately. 
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Furthermore, the bill would prohibit 
the expenditure of any funds for the 
United States to formally recognize a 
unilaterally declared independent Pal-
estinian state. As long as Mr. Barak 
and Mr. Arafat are willing to sit down 
together and encourage a constructive 
dialogue to resolve the issues that di-
vide their people, the United States 
will do its part to support them in that 
endeavor. 

Though I hope the terms of this bill 
will never be realized, I believe it is a 
strong commentary on how this coun-
try, the U.S., feels about the prospects 
of peace. To that end, I encourage my 
colleagues to support H.R. 5272. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, how 
much time do I have remaining? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
PITTS). The gentleman from New York 
(Mr. GILMAN) has 17 minutes remain-
ing. 

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, does the 
gentleman have any further speakers? 

Mr. CROWLEY. Mr. Speaker, I have 
no further requests for time, and I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself the balance of my time; and in 
closing, I wish to emphasize that this 
legislation represents a measured and 
an appropriate response to the very se-
rious threat to U.S. interests in the 
Middle East posed by the continuing 
suggestions by Palestinian officials 
that they may unilaterally declare a 
Palestinian state. Such a declaration 
could deal a fatal blow to the peace 
process and would be a very grave mis-
take. 

Our government makes a very seri-
ous mistake if it does not make crystal 
clear to the Palestinian authorities 
how we would respond to such a step. It 
is for that reason that I urge strong 
support for this measure. 

Mr. BENTSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise in sup-
port of H.R. 5272, the Peace Through Nego-
tiations Act of 2000, which expresses support 
for the Middle East peace process and the 

need for a negotiated settlement of the Arab- 
Israeli conflict. 

This legislation declares that U.S. policy op-
poses the unilateral declaration of a Pales-
tinian state. Should such a unilateral declara-
tion occur, this measure would prohibit all U.S. 
assistance to the Palestinians except for hu-
manitarian aid, and would encourage other 
countries and international organizations to 
join the U.S. in withholding diplomatic recogni-
tion of a Palestinian state. Further, this legisla-
tion would authorize the President to withhold 
U.S. contributions to international organiza-
tions that recognize a unilaterally declared 
Palestinian state. 

As a co-sponsor of H.R. 4976, similar legis-
lation introduced by my colleague from New 
York, JERROLD NADLER, I believe it is appro-
priate for the Congress to underscore the 
threat posed by the unilateral declaration of a 
Palestinian state. Such a declaration would be 
a violation of the 1993 Oslo Accords, at which 
Israel and the Palestinians agreed that the de-
termination of the eventual status of the Pales-
tinian entity—as well as other final status 
issues—can be made only through agree-
ments by both sides. It is critical for both par-
ties to abide by the agreement to resolve per-
manent status issues through negotiation, not 
unilateral action. 

Peace talks between the Palestinian Author-
ity and Israel were scheduled to end earlier 
this month, on September 15, 2000. However, 
unresolved issues—borders, security, settle-
ments, refugees, and the division of Jeru-
salem—have prevented the two sides from 
coming to an agreement. Since the unsuc-
cessful completion of the Camp David negotia-
tions in July 2000, PLO Chairman Arafat has 
renewed his threats to unilaterally declare a 
Palestinian state. While Chairman Arafat has 
backed off from those threats and not set a 
new deadline, I believe this legislation signifies 
the extent of Congressional resolve, should 
Chairman Arafat act to carry out his threat 
after the 106th Congress adjourns. 

In March 1999, both houses of Congress 
adopted H. Con. Res. 24, non-binding legisla-
tion which resolved that ‘‘any attempt to estab-
lish Palestinian statehood outside the negoti-
ating process will invoke the strongest con-
gressional opposition.’’ The Peace Through 
Negotiations Act is a legislatively binding re-
sponse, but only if a unilateral declaration of 
statehood is actually made. I believe the U.S. 
must continue to strongly support Israel and 
resolutely oppose the unilateral declaration of 
a Palestinian state. Accordingly, I urge my col-
leagues strong endorsement of this landmark 
legislation. 

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I have no 
further requests for time, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from New York (Mr. 
GILMAN) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 5272, as 
amended. 

The question was taken. 
Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, on that I 

demand the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 

Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 
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MAKING IN ORDER ON WEDNES-
DAY, SEPTEMBER 27, 2000 MO-
TIONS TO SUSPEND THE RULES 
AND CALL OF CORRECTIONS 
CALENDAR 
Mr. GOODLING. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that it be in order 
at any time on Wednesday, September 
27, 2000, for the Speaker to entertain 
motions to suspend the rules and pass, 
or adopt, the following measures: 

H.R. 1795, National Institute of Bio-
medical Imaging and Engineering Es-
tablishment Act; 

H.R. 2641, to make technical correc-
tions to Title X of the Energy Policy 
Act of 1992; 

H.R. 2346, to authorize the enforce-
ment of certain Federal Communica-
tions Commission regulations regard-
ing use of citizens band radio equip-
ment; 

H. Res. 576, supporting efforts to in-
crease childhood cancer awareness, 
treatment, and research; 

S. 1295, to designate the Lance Cor-
poral Harold Gomez Post Office; and 

It be in order at any time on Wednes-
day, September 27, 2000, for the Speak-
er to direct the Clerk to call the bill on 
the Corrections Calendar. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania? 

There was no objection. 
f 

QUALITY TEACHER RECRUITMENT 
AND RETENTION ACT OF 2000 

Mr. GOODLING. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 5034) to expand loan forgiveness 
for teachers, and for other purposes. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
H.R. 5034 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Quality 
Teacher Recruitment and Retention Act of 
2000’’. 
SEC. 2. FINDINGS AND PURPOSE. 

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress makes the fol-
lowing findings: 

(1) Over the next 10 years, a large percent-
age of teachers will retire, leaving American 
classrooms, particularly urban and rural 
classrooms, facing a serious teacher short-
age. 

(2) The Nation will need 2,000,000 new 
teachers over the next 10 years. Unfortu-
nately, in the past this need has been met by 
admitting some unqualified teachers to the 
classroom. 

(3) There is also a chronic shortage of fully 
certified special education teachers, aver-
aging about 27,000 per year. While the de-
mand is ever present, institutes of higher 
education are graduating fewer teachers 
qualified in special education. 

(4) High quality teachers are the first vital 
step in ensuring students receive a high 
quality education. 
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