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do not have the income. We need to do 
some special steps in America to make 
sure that those who are college grad-
uated even though we support alter-
native certification, even though we 
support creative ways to fill those 
gaps, we need creative ways like the 
gentleman from South Carolina’s bill 
to encourage our young people in col-
lege today to take at least part of their 
career, many of whom will then fall in 
love with these kids who so much need 
their help to work in our title I and 
special ed programs. 

I commend the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. GOODLING); I com-
mend the gentleman from South Caro-
lina (Mr. GRAHAM) for his great work 
and add my enthusiastic support to 
this bill. 

Mr. MCKEON. Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong 
support of the Quality Teacher Recruitment 
and Retention Act. 

Just this week, Newsweek’s cover story 
asks ‘‘Who will teach our kids?’’ Since one 
half of all teachers in America are slated to re-
tire by 2010, this is a question on the minds 
of millions of families across this country. 

In my home State of California, we are al-
ready feeling the teacher crunch where as a 
result of the State’s class size reduction pro-
gram, there are 35,000 uncertified teachers in 
our classrooms. 

Over the past two years, the Subcommittee 
on Postsecondary Education, Training, and 
Life-long Learning (which I serve as Chairman 
and the bill’s sponsor, LINDSAY GRAHAM, 
serves as vice chairman) has devoted sub-
stantial time and effort toward the issue of 
teacher quality and recruitment. 

We have held numerous hearings and have 
had an active hand in shaping legislative pro-
posals aimed at getting teachers into our 
classrooms. 

Those proposals include: 
The teacher quality enhancement grants— 

established in the higher education amend-
ments of 1998; 

Language in H.R. 2, the ‘‘Education Op-
tions’’ Act to boost the qualifications of the 
180,000 teachers and paraprofessionals who 
teach in our Nation’s poorest school districts; 

The Tech-for-Success Program in H.R. 
4141 to help better prepare teachers in how 
best to use technology to improve student 
academic achievement; 

The Bipartisan Teacher Empowerment Act 
to enable schools to focus on a host of initia-
tives including bonus and merit pay, tenure re-
form, teacher mentoring programs, and profes-
sional development; and 

Increased flexibility in the ‘‘100,000 New 
Teachers’’ Program so that schools experi-
encing a high percentage of uncertified teach-
ers can use funds to focus on boosting teach-
er training as opposed to hiring additional 
teachers. 

H.R. 5034 builds on these significant efforts 
by expanding another important provision in 
the higher education amendments—loan for-
giveness for teachers. 

This legislation enhances loan forgiveness 
by increasing the number of those qualified for 
the program while retaining the current re-
quirements so that we not only get qualified 

teachers into the classroom but keep them 
there. 

The bill also addresses the need across the 
country for special education teachers by 
granting them loan forgiveness no matter 
where they teach. 

To conclude, in order to combat the short-
age of teachers, we must continue to look at 
innovative ways to motivate thousands to 
come into the teaching profession. 

The new loan forgiveness provided under 
H.R. 5034 is one such incentive and, as such, 
I urge all my colleagues to support this impor-
tant legislation. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
SHIMKUS). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. GOODLING) that the 
House suspend the rules and pass the 
bill, H.R. 5034. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds having voted in favor thereof) 
the rules were suspended and the bill 
was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

REPORT ON RESOLUTION WAIVING 
ALL POINTS OF ORDER AGAINST 
MOTION TO CONCUR IN SENATE 
AMENDMENT TO H.R. 4365, CHIL-
DREN’S HEALTH ACT OF 2000 

Ms. PRYCE of Ohio (during consider-
ation of H.R. 5034) from the Committee 
on Rules, submitted a privileged report 
(Rept. No. 106–901) on the resolution (H. 
Res. 594) providing for consideration of 
the Senate amendment to the bill (H.R. 
4365) to amend the Public Health Serv-
ice Act with respect to children’s 
health, which was referred to the 
House Calendar and ordered to be 
printed. 

f 

REPORT ON RESOLUTION WAIVING 
REQUIREMENT OF CLAUSE 6(a) 
OF RULE XIII WITH RESPECT TO 
CONSIDERATION OF CERTAIN 
RESOLUTIONS 

Ms. PRYCE of Ohio (during consider-
ation of H.R. 5034) from the Committee 
on Rules, submitted a privileged report 
(Rept. No. 106–902) on the resolution (H. 
Res. 595) waiving a requirement of 
clause 6(a) of rule XIII with respect to 
consideration of certain resolutions re-
ported from the Committee on Rules, 
which was referred to the House Cal-
endar and ordered to be printed. 

f 

CONGRATULATING HOME EDU-
CATORS AND HOME SCHOOLED 
STUDENTS 

Mr. SCHAFFER. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and agree to the 
resolution (H. Res. 578) congratulating 
home educators and home schooled stu-
dents across the Nation for their ongo-
ing contributions to education and for 
the role they play in promoting and en-
suring a brighter, stronger future for 
this Nation, and for other purposes. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

H. RES. 578 

Whereas the United States is committed to 
excellence in education and to strengthening 
the family; 

Whereas parental choice and involvement 
are important to excellence in education; 

Whereas parents have a fundamental right 
to direct the education and upbringing of 
their children; 

Whereas home schooling families con-
tribute significantly to cultural diversity, 
which is important to a healthy society; 

Whereas home education allows families 
the opportunity to provide their children a 
sound academic education integrated with 
high ethical standards taught within a safe 
and secure environment; 

Whereas home education has been a major 
part of American education and culture since 
the Nation’s inception and demonstrates the 
American ideals of innovation, entrepreneur-
ship, and individual responsibility; 

Whereas home education was proven suc-
cessful in the lives of George Washington, 
Patrick Henry, John Quincy Adams, John 
Marshall, Robert E. Lee, Booker T. Wash-
ington, Thomas Edison, Abraham Lincoln, 
Theodore Roosevelt, Woodrow Wilson, Mark 
Twain, John Singleton Copley, William 
Carey, Phyllis Wheatley, and Andrew Car-
negie, who were each home schooled; 

Whereas today the United States has a sig-
nificant number of parents who teach a total 
of approximately 1,700,000 home schooled stu-
dents, thus saving several billion dollars on 
public education each year; 

Whereas home schooled students exhibit 
self-confidence and good citizenship and are 
fully prepared academically and socially to 
meet the challenges of today’s society; 

Whereas scores of contemporary studies, 
including a 1999 University of Maryland anal-
ysis of the nationally recognized Iowa Test 
of Basic Skills, confirm that children who 
are educated at home perform exceptionally 
well on nationally normed achievement 
tests, and such performance is also dem-
onstrated by the fact that home schooled 
students scored well above the national aver-
age on the 2000 SAT and the 1997, 1998, 1999, 
and 2000 ACT; 

Whereas studies demonstrate that home 
schooled students excel in college, with the 
grade point average of home schooled stu-
dents exceeding the college average; 

Whereas home schooled students continue 
to exhibit excellence in academic competi-
tions, as demonstrated by home schooled 
students finishing first, second, and third in 
the 2000 Scripps-Howard National Spelling 
Bee and by a home schooled student fin-
ishing second in the 2000 National Geography 
Bee sponsored by the National Geographic 
Society; and 

Whereas National Home Education Week, 
beginning on October 1, 2000, and ending on 
October 7, 2000, furthers the goal of honoring 
home educators and home schooled students 
for their efforts to improve the quality of 
education in the United States: Now, there-
fore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives— 

(1) congratulates home educators and home 
schooled students across the Nation for their 
ongoing contributions to education and for 
the role they play in promoting and ensuring 
a brighter, stronger future for the Nation; 

(2) honors home educators and home 
schooled students for their efforts to im-
prove the quality of education in the United 
States; and 
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(3) supports the goals of National Home 

Education Week. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Colorado (Mr. SCHAFFER) and the gen-
tlewoman from California (Ms. 
SANCHEZ) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Colorado (Mr. SCHAFFER). 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. SCHAFFER. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on H. Res. 578. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Colorado? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. SCHAFFER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

41⁄2 minutes to the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. GOODLING), the 
chairman of the Committee on Edu-
cation and the Workforce, who has 
been a long-time advocate for those 
children throughout the country who 
are educated at home. 

Mr. GOODLING. I thank the gen-
tleman for yielding time and commend 
him for bringing this resolution to us. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support 
of H. Res. 578, which congratulates 
home educators and home schooled stu-
dents across the Nation for their ongo-
ing contributions to education and for 
the role they play in promoting a 
brighter, stronger future for this Na-
tion. 

I have spoken at many of their con-
ferences, I have attended some of their 
graduations, I know how important it 
is, and I know how well they do. It is 
appropriate for this body to honor par-
ents who are directing the education 
and upbringing of their children. After 
all, parents are the first and most im-
portant teacher of their children. 

Home schooling is exactly what the 
name implies, a school in the home. 
Teachers in a home school are parents. 
These parents have a commitment to 
make the necessary sacrifices in order 
to personally provide an education for 
their children, and the sacrifices are 
great. Legally, parents have a funda-
mental right to direct their child’s edu-
cation based on two Supreme Court de-
cisions, Wisconsin v. Yoder and Pierce 
v. Society of Sisters. Now all 50 States 
recognize the right to home school by 
either statute or statewide case law, 
and 31 States have specifically enacted 
laws to protect the constitutional 
rights of parents that teach their own 
children. 

The right of parents to direct the 
education and religious training of 
their children is derived from the first 
amendment, which gives parents the 
right to freely exercise their religious 
beliefs, and the 14th amendment, which 
guarantees liberty for all including pa-
rental liberty to direct the education 
of their children. 

Historically, home schooling was one 
of the major forms of education until 

the early 1900s. Hundreds of great lead-
ers in America were home schooled, in-
cluding at least nine Presidents, also 
Patrick Henry, Benjamin Franklin, 
John Marshall, George Bernard Shaw 
and Thomas Edison. It is also fitting 
that we commend home schooled chil-
dren, most of whom are studying hard, 
mastering computational skills, learn-
ing history, and applying the lessons of 
discipline and virtue to everyday life. 

I have had the privilege of working 
closely with many home schoolers over 
the past several years. They are a cred-
it to our Nation, they know the issues, 
and they are willing to work in a bipar-
tisan way to help shape legislation for 
the benefit of all Americans. For exam-
ple, together we worked hand in hand 
to stop the ill-conceived national tests 
which could have led to a national cur-
riculum. We won the battle, but the 
war continues even today. Home 
schoolers are not only involved in K–12 
education but also higher education. In 
Virginia, Patrick Henry College will 
open its doors next week, primarily to 
home schooled students, to provide 
training in public affairs. In addition 
to their academic course work, these 
students will have a foundation of 
practical experience, working with 
governmental offices. These students 
will most certainly benefit from their 
understanding of our constitutional 
Republic and how limited government, 
individual freedom and private enter-
prise can work to benefit all Ameri-
cans. 

Home schooling works. Over nine 
State departments of education and 
numerous independent surveys have 
found that on average home schooled 
children score 30 points above the na-
tional average on standardized achieve-
ment tests. Furthermore, these stu-
dents are being accepted into the finest 
universities in America. Studies also 
show that nearly two-thirds of home 
schooled graduates are self-employed, 
demonstrating their entrepreneurship 
and self-reliance. 

Today, the number of home schooled 
students is estimated to be as high as 1 
million. Home schooling is not a pass-
ing fad. It continues to grow. Home 
schooling works and will continue to 
promote academic excellence and grad-
uate productive citizens. 

In closing, I urge my colleagues to 
join me in commending home edu-
cators and home schooled students 
across the Nation for the role they play 
in promoting and ensuring a brighter, 
stronger future for the Nation. 

Ms. SANCHEZ. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. I 
rise today as the House prepares to de-
bate H. Res. 578. 

House Resolution 578 recognizes the 
important contributions of families 
who choose to devote their time and ef-
fort to educate their children at home, 
a task that demonstrates an incredible 
amount of determination on the part of 
the parents and their children. 

I value the contributions of parents 
who choose to become involved with 
their children’s education. Although I 
was not a product of home schooling, I 
certainly understand as a product of 
the Head Start program how instru-
mental it is for parents to be involved 
in one’s education. Having parents that 
were active and understanding of my 
needs allowed me to obtain a first-rate 
education. Their involvement has made 
a difference in my career. 

Parental involvement in the home 
schooling program is growing as an 
educational option for their children. 
The Department of Education esti-
mates that anywhere between 1.5 and 2 
million children currently are being 
home schooled. This is about 3 to 4 per-
cent of school-aged children nation-
wide, and the total figure is growing by 
over 15 percent every year. 

By the end of the first decade of the 
21st century, there may be well over 2 
million children being home schooled 
in the United States. I know that in 
my own district, Pam Sorooshian has 
done a fantastic job educating her 
three daughters, Roya, Roxanna and 
Rose, at home. To illustrate the dedi-
cation that is put forward by Pam, 
Roya entered community college at 
age 13. She is now 16 and has completed 
over 2 years’ worth of college credits. 
Roxanna, who is 13, has designed over 
38 Web sites. Rose, 9, is a voracious 
reader who wants to own a bookstore 
someday. 

This is just one example of the great 
achievements made by parents who 
stay home and home school their chil-
dren. Children like Roya, Roxanna, and 
Rose are like many home schooled 
children in that they take advantage of 
home schooling’s flexibility to partici-
pate in special studies, such as volun-
teer community work, political intern-
ships and, of course, travel. 

This country was founded by great 
leaders who went through the home 
school system. With this resolution we 
honor them as well as the families that 
choose to continue that tradition of ex-
cellence in our Nation for education. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. SCHAFFER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
3 minutes to the gentleman from 
Michigan (Mr. HOEKSTRA). 

Mr. HOEKSTRA. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the gentleman for yielding me 
this time. I also congratulate him on 
bringing forward this motion tonight. 

Over the last 3 years, many on the 
Committee on Education and the 
Workforce have had the opportunity to 
travel around the country at the lead 
of the Subcommittee on Oversight and 
Investigations in cooperation with the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
GOODLING). We have had the oppor-
tunity to have a number of hearings, 
both in Washington and around the 
country. We have visited over 20 
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States. And we have had the oppor-
tunity to learn what works in edu-
cation and what does not work. We 
have learned that parental involve-
ment, safe classrooms, basic aca-
demics, and focusing dollars into the 
classrooms are the things that work. 

One of the things we found as we 
went around the country is we had the 
opportunity consistently to hear suc-
cess stories about our public schools, 
our private schools, parochial schools; 
but also in many of the instances we 
had the opportunity to hear firsthand 
about the successes of home schoolers. 
We have to recognize that in today’s 
environment people want to make 
choices about education. What this res-
olution does, it recognizes the con-
tribution that those who choose home 
schooling make to educational excel-
lence in America today. 

The chairman of the full committee 
highlighted some of those results. We 
know that for many of those parents 
who choose home schooling as the way 
to educate their children, the system 
works, the results are excellent; and we 
are getting kids who will make a dif-
ference in America for the future. 

What we need to do is we need to rec-
ognize that as we form an educational 
system in the United States, that we 
need to allow and permit and in some 
cases encourage the development of 
home schooling for those who want to 
make that choice. This resolution rec-
ognizes the importance of home school-
ing along with the other choices that 
parents in America have today. 

I congratulate my colleague on 
bringing forward this resolution and 
perhaps most importantly I congratu-
late all those who have chosen the op-
tion of home schooling and the impact 
that they have made in the lives of 
their children. I also want to thank the 
chairman of the full committee in pro-
viding my subcommittee with the op-
portunity to travel around the country 
to get a sense of the excitement and 
the enthusiasm of what is happening in 
education in America today. 

b 2215 

We presented those findings in Edu-
cation at a Crossroads, and since that 
time we again have been able to go 
around the country and visit more in-
novative excellent programs, programs 
that are having a positive impact. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank the gentleman 
for that opportunity as well. 

Ms. SANCHEZ. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3 
minutes to the gentleman from New 
York (Mr. LAFALCE). 

Mr. LAFALCE. Mr. Speaker, I had no 
intention of speaking on this bill. I am 
here so that I can assist the gentleman 
from Iowa (Mr. LEACH) in the manage-
ment of two bills coming from the 
Committee on Banking and Financial 
Services. 

But since I was listening to the dis-
cussion, I thought I would comment. I 

think home schooling is very impor-
tant for a number of reasons. It does 
point out a very fundamental truth 
that the primary right and the primary 
responsibility for the education of chil-
dren historically has been, is, and 
should be with parents and that the 
role of government, whether the Fed-
eral, the State, or the local school dis-
trict, should be to support to the max-
imum extent possible the full exercise 
of that parental right and responsi-
bility. 

I happen to know a number of indi-
viduals, close friends, one is a member 
of my book club, he was my campaign 
manager in 1974, he is a law clerk for a 
judge right now, who engages with his 
wife and their children in home school-
ing. Another is a former administrative 
assistant of mine now practicing in law 
in Cincinnati who engages in home 
schooling, and they think it is a won-
derful experience. 

There are some difficulties though. 
One of the difficulties is the lack of op-
portunity that children who are being 
home schooled sometimes have for so-
cial interaction and sometimes have 
for full participation within the extra-
curricular activities that are available 
to students in a more formal school 
setting and structure, particularly 
within the public school district. 

I am aware of the fact that there are 
a great many school districts, however, 
who do open up all their cocurricular 
and extracurricular activities to home 
schooled children, but there are a num-
ber of districts that do not do that. So 
I do not know that it is in this resolu-
tion, but at some point in time I would 
like to see an exhortation, I do not 
think it is appropriate for the Federal 
Government to become involved here 
with either a mandate or incentive, 
and I am not sure about the propriety 
of State government, we will leave it 
up to State legislators to determine 
that. But I would encourage school dis-
tricts, in order that they would fulfill 
their primary responsibility, and that 
is to be supportive of the primary right 
and responsibility of the parents for 
the education of their children, to open 
up all their cocurricular and extra-
curricular activities to home schooled 
children. I think that would be a very 
meaningful thing to do. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. SANCHEZ) 
for yielding me this time, and I thank 
the gentleman from Colorado (Mr. 
SCHAFFER) for his resolution. 

Mr. SCHAFFER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
4 minutes to the gentleman from 
Michigan (Mr. EHLERS). 

Mr. EHLERS. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman from Colorado (Mr. 
SCHAFFER) for yielding me this time. 

Mr. Speaker, there are very few sub-
jects in this Congress on which I can 
speak as an expert, but this is one of 
them, since I was home schooled at a 
time when most people did not know 

what home schooling was. It was not 
by choice, but rather because of child-
hood asthma which prevented me from 
going to school. And so as an alter-
native, I simply did all of my school-
work at home. 

My parents helped in whatever way 
possible, but as I say, it was not an or-
ganized program. It was a standard 
school curriculum which I did at home. 
I did not think this was too remark-
able. During the late Depression years, 
it was not uncommon for people to suf-
fer considerable hardship and I just as-
sumed this was my lot in life. 

What I discovered when I went to the 
State Senate was that unbeknownst to 
me, I had become a hero to the home 
school movement, because not only 
was I home schooled, but I had ob-
tained a Ph.D. in nuclear physics and 
had been elected to the State Senate. I 
do not credit my home schooling with 
having accomplished that, but it was 
very useful to the home schooling 
movement to have a living example be-
cause as some may recall in the 1980’s 
when the home school movement start-
ed, there was an active attempt on the 
part of the established schools to legis-
latively repress home schools. 

In fact, I had people in my office, 
educators from various parts of the 
State coming to me in the Michigan 
Senate asking me to help sponsor bills 
to prohibit home schooling within the 
State. Their reason was all such dire 
predictions that students would not 
learn, that students would falter and 
eventually would have to go to the 
public schools and they would be 3 
years behind and the public schools 
would have to deal with that problem. 
I rebutted their arguments with my 
personal example and I am pleased that 
in fact I was correct. 

Home schooling has proved to be a 
very positive alternative to traditional 
public and private schools, and I am 
very pleased that we are taking some 
time now to recognize that and to com-
mend them. 

Studies have shown over the years 
that home schooled students excel aca-
demically. They are consistently high-
er on their ACT scores than students 
who go to standard schools. 

The number of students excelling in 
the National Spelling Bee, in the Na-
tional Geography Bee are far out of 
proportion to the number of students 
who are home schooled. My colleagues 
may recall that in the last National 
Spelling Bee, the first, second, and 
third place students in that national 
bee were home schooled. And the sec-
ond place student in the National Geo-
graphic Society’s National Geography 
Bee scored second. 

That is very interesting, and I think 
it is a clear indication that home 
schooling does succeed. However, I can 
also verify that on the basis of a lot of 
personal contact and discussion with 
parents and with students who have 
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been to the schools, in my experience 
with them, and many of them have vis-
ited me in my office, they are invari-
ably polite, proper, well educated and I 
believe the home schoolers, and their 
parents particularly, in this Nation de-
serve commendation and gratitude for 
demonstrating that this is a good al-
ternative method of education which 
does work. 

Therefore, I am pleased that the gen-
tleman from Colorado (Mr. SCHAFFER) 
has brought this before us, and I am 
pleased to join in commending the 
home schoolers of America, both the 
parents who do it and the children who 
receive it, and the fact that they work 
so well together to achieve their goals. 

Ms. SANCHEZ. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, a lot of people think 
that because we support public schools, 
that somehow we do not support the 
home schooling program. I would like 
to say that is quite contrary to what 
many of us over on this side believe. 

I know that in my district back at 
home in California, that there are 
many people who home school their 
children. And as I walk door to door 
and encounter them, we have very good 
discussions about how we might get 
some of the local schools and local 
school districts to participate in the 
child’s education also. We applaud on 
this side the whole issue of parent in-
volvement and, as I said in my begin-
ning remarks, it is quite important for 
parents to be involved in the education 
of a child. 

Mr. Speaker, would it not be great if 
all of us could find the type of parent 
or have the type of parent who would 
take that time and would have the 
knowledge to be able to impart that 
and be able to spend that time with the 
child? Unfortunately, some parents do 
not have that level of education avail-
able to them, so it is hard to pass it on 
to their youngsters. But overall, when-
ever I come across people who are 
home schooling in my area, it is great 
to hear how they do it, what types of 
trips they are taking, what they are 
doing to help their children learn. 

More importantly, it really gives us a 
point of discussion. Because many fam-
ilies feel very comfortable home 
schooling in the younger years, but as 
the children get older and have a more 
diverse curriculum that is needed 
many of them turn to the public 
schools. So it is a good point of discus-
sion to ensure that home schooling 
parents are also working with the pub-
lic schools to get that extracurricular 
activity or to get those additional 
classes, or maybe to go back into the 
public school system to get the type of 
learning that they need as a child con-
tinues to develop. 

So tonight we honor those who have 
been home schooled who have made 
this country great, and we continue to 
thank those parents who are home 

schooling and wish for them to be a 
part of the entire education commu-
nity, public, private school, and the 
home schooling situation. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. SCHAFFER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I appreciate everyone 
who has contributed to the conversa-
tion tonight and to support of this res-
olution. I am especially grateful for 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
GOODLING), chairman of the Committee 
on Education and the Workforce, and 
also the gentleman from Michigan (Mr. 
HOEKSTRA), the chairman of the Sub-
committee on Oversight and Investiga-
tions as well. Both individuals have 
worked tirelessly for the concept of 
local control of education to the great-
est extent possible. 

I can think of no better example or 
ultimate example of local control than 
home schooling itself. This is a very 
positive topic and exciting topic be-
cause it is a topic that highlights suc-
cesses and achievement throughout the 
country. 

This is a bipartisan bill, as evidenced 
by the wide range of cosponsors of this 
resolution. This resolution coincides 
with Home School Week which begins 
in about one week, October 1 through 7, 
recognized as Home School Week 
throughout the country. So this resolu-
tion is indeed important to about 1.7 
million Americans who are home edu-
cated throughout the country. 

I would like to share with my col-
leagues some interesting statistics. 
Home schooling has grown at about 15 
percent a year since 1990. Somewhere 
between 6 and 18 percent of all children 
under 18 have had some type of home 
schooling experience. 

In kindergarten through eighth 
grade, home school students test the 
highest in our country on the Iowa 
Test of Basic Skills and other indica-
tors as well. Specifically, kids in that 
age range in that category score on av-
erage between the 75th and 85th per-
centile on the Iowa test, placing them 
far above their private school counter-
parts as well as those who are educated 
in government-owned schools. 

Home school K through 12 students 
have scored significantly higher than 
both in those other categories on the 
tests of achievement and proficiency. 
Home school students also score the 
highest on ACT scores for the third 
year in a row and for this year, 2000, 
they have scored the highest on SATs. 

As my colleague from Michigan men-
tioned earlier, home schooled students 
dominated the 2000 Scripps-Howard Na-
tional Spelling Bee winning not only 
first place but second place and third 
place in that national spelling bee, and 
came in second in the 2000 National Ge-
ography Bee. 

What I think is most noteworthy per-
haps, as the previous speaker indi-

cated, of the support that home school 
students and home school educators 
and the home school movement enjoy 
not only among home schoolers but 
those who are involved in education in 
government-owned schools as well. 
Here is a remarkable statistic about 
how much home school families save 
government schools. With 1.7 million 
students being educated at home and 
the average per pupil expenditure, ac-
cording to the U.S. Department of Edu-
cation, being almost $7,000 per year, 
home school families and students save 
the government State, local, and Fed-
eral, an incredible $11.6 billion a year. 

Mr. Speaker, what is even more im-
portant than that is the accomplish-
ment and the statement that home 
schooling makes, because it reinforces 
the notion that parents are the pri-
mary educators for children and bear 
the ultimate responsibility for the edu-
cation of their children. This is true 
whether a child is educated at home or 
whether by a hired professional that 
serves as a school teacher. 

Parents are responsible for educating 
their child. And in the public school 
setting or private school setting that 
parent, and as a community hiring pro-
fessional educators to assist them in 
that job and in that role, but it is al-
ways the parent that bears that ulti-
mate responsibility, that always bears 
the ultimate authority over making 
the decisions about what is in the best 
interest of that child and being the 
judge of whether a child is on track in 
receiving the kind of education that is 
appropriate and earns the confidence of 
those children. 

In closing, Mr. Speaker, I would like 
to thank one individual, Kevin 
Lundberg, who lived in Berthoud, Colo-
rado. He is the one who first suggested 
this idea to me, and it was modeled 
after a similar resolution that was 
passed in the Colorado State General 
Assembly. Mr. Lundberg played the 
primary role in helping to draft this 
legislation and pointing out many of 
the accomplishments of home school 
students. 

I would like to suggest that those 1.7 
million Americans who are home edu-
cated today join a pretty impressive 
list of home educated Americans. Let 
me read that list. Some have been men-
tioned earlier: George Washington, 
Patrick Henry, John Quincy Adams, 
John Marshall, Robert E. Lee, Booker 
T. Washington, Thomas Edison, Abra-
ham Lincoln, Theodore Roosevelt, 
Woodrow Wilson, Mark Twain, William 
Carey, Phyllis Wheatley, Andrew Car-
negie, and many, many more who were 
educated at home. 

Once again, home education week is 
celebrated next week starting October 
1. It is a celebration that is well de-
served and one that the entire country 
should participate in. I am grateful, 
Mr. Speaker, that those who are here 
on the floor tonight, and others who 
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have supported this resolution through 
cosponsorship and other kind words 
that have been added into the record, 
have also added to the celebration and 
shown their support and confidence in 
the revolution that is taking place, the 
leadership that is taking place in edu-
cation through home educators, the 
students, and all those who are in-
volved in the movement. 

Mr. PAUL. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to 
support H. Res. 578, which celebrates the ac-
complishments of parents across the nation 
who have chosen to educate their children at 
home by designating the first week of October 
as ‘‘National Home Schooling Week.’’ While 
serving in Congress, I have had the oppor-
tunity to get to know many of the home- 
schooling parents in my district. I am very im-
pressed by the job these parents are doing in 
providing their children with a quality edu-
cation. I have also found that home schooling 
parents are among the most committed activ-
ists in the cause of advancing individual lib-
erty, constitutional government, and traditional 
values. I am sure my colleagues on the Edu-
cation Committee would agree that the sup-
port of home schoolers was crucial in defeat-
ing the scheme to implement a national stu-
dent test. 

Home schooling is becoming a popular op-
tion for parents across the country. In Texas 
alone, there are approximately 75,000 home 
schooling families educating an average of 
three children per household. Home schooling 
is producing some outstanding results. For ex-
ample, according to a 1997 study the average 
home schooled student scores near the 19th 
percentile on standardized academic achieve-
ment tests in reading, mathematics, social 
studies, and science. Further proof of the suc-
cess of home schooling is the fact that in re-
cent years, self-identified home schoolers 
have scored well above the national average 
on both the Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT) 
and the American College Test (ACT). All 
home schooled children, regardless of race, 
income-level, or gender achieve these high 
scores. 

Contrary to media-generated stereotypes 
portraying home schooled children as isolated 
from their peers, home schooled children par-
ticipate in a wide variety of social, athletic, and 
extra-curricular activities. Home schooling par-
ents have formed numerous organizations de-
signed to provide their children ample oppor-
tunity to interact with other children. In fact, re-
cent data indicates that almost 50 percent of 
home schooled children engage in extra-cur-
ricular activities such as group sports and 
music classes, while a third of home schooled 
children perform volunteer work in their com-
munities. 

Mr. Speaker, to be a home schooling parent 
takes a unique dedication to family and edu-
cation. In many cases, home school families 
must forgo the second income of one parent, 
as well as incurring the costs of paying for 
textbooks, computers, and other school sup-
plies. Home schooling parents must pay these 
expenses while, like All-American families, 
struggling to pay state, local, and federal 
taxes. 

In order to help home schoolers, and all 
parents, devote more of their resources to 

their children’s education, I have introduced 
the Family Education Freedom Act (H.R. 935). 
This bill provides all parents a $3,000 per child 
tax credit for K–12 education expenses. This 
bill will help home school parents to provide 
their children a first-class education in a loving 
home environment. 

The Family Education Freedom Act will also 
benefit those parents who choose to send 
their children to public or private schools. Par-
ents who choose to send their children to pri-
vate school may use their tax credit to help 
cover the cost of tuition. Parents who choose 
to send their children to public schools may 
use their tax credit to help finance the pur-
chase of educational tools such as computers 
or extracurricular activities like music pro-
grams. Parents may also use the credit to pay 
for tutoring and other special services for their 
children. 

Mr. Speaker, the best way to improve edu-
cation is to return control over education re-
sources to the people who best know their 
children’s unique needs: those children’s par-
ents. Congress should empower all parents, 
whether they choose to home school or send 
their child to a public or private school, with 
the means to control their child’s education. 
That is why I believe the most important edu-
cation bill introduced in this Congress is the 
Family Education Freedom Act. 

In conclusion, I once again wish to express 
my strong support for H. Res. 578 and urge all 
my colleagues to support this resolution and 
acknowledge the accomplishments of those 
parents who have avoided the problems asso-
ciated with an education controlled by federal 
‘‘educrats’’ by choosing to educate their chil-
dren at home. I also urge my colleagues to 
help home schoolers, and all parents, ensure 
their children get a quality education by co-
sponsoring the Family Education Freedom 
Act. 

b 2230 
Mr. SCHAFFER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

back the balance of my time. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 

SHIMKUS). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentleman from 
Colorado (Mr. SCHAFFER) that the 
House suspend the rules and agree to 
the resolution, House Resolution 578. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds having voted in favor thereof) 
the rules were suspended and the reso-
lution was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

NATIONAL MUSEUM OF THE 
AMERICAN INDIAN COMMEMORA-
TIVE COIN ACT OF 2000 
Mr. LEACH. Mr. Speaker, I move to 

suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 4259) to require the Secretary of 
the Treasury to mint coins in com-
memoration of the National Museum of 
the American Indian of the 
Smithsonian Institution, and for other 
purposes. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
H.R. 4259 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘National 
Museum of the American Indian Commemo-
rative Coin Act of 2000’’, or the ‘‘American 
Buffalo Coin Commemorative Coin Act of 
2000’’. 
SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 

Congress finds the following: 
(1) The Smithsonian Institution was estab-

lished in 1846, with funds bequeathed to the 
United States by James Smithson for the 
‘‘increase and diffusion of knowledge’’. 

(2) Once established, the Smithsonian In-
stitution became an important part of the 
process of developing the United States na-
tional identity, an ongoing role which con-
tinues today. 

(3) The Smithsonian Institution, which is 
now the world’s largest museum complex, in-
cluding 16 museums, 4 research centers, and 
the National Zoo, is visited by millions of 
Americans and people from all over the 
world each year. 

(4) The National Museum of the American 
Indian of the Smithsonian Institution (here-
after referred to in this section as the 
‘‘NMAI’’) was established by an Act of Con-
gress in 1989, in Public Law 101–185. 

(5) The purpose of the NMAI, as established 
by Congress, is to— 

(A) advance the study of Native Ameri-
cans, including the study of language, lit-
erature, history, art, anthropology, and life; 

(B) collect, preserve, and exhibit Native 
American objects of artistic, historical, lit-
erary, anthropological, and scientific inter-
est; and 

(C) provide for Native American research 
and study programs. 

(6) The NMAI works in cooperation with 
Native Americans and oversees a collection 
that spans more than 10,000 years of Amer-
ican history. 

(7) It is fitting that the NMAI will be lo-
cated in a place of honor near the United 
States Capitol, and on the National Mall. 

(8) Thousands of Americans, including 
many American Indians, came from all over 
the Nation to witness the ground-breaking 
ceremony for the NMAI on September 28, 
1999. 

(9) The NMAI is scheduled to open in the 
summer of 2002. 

(10) The original 5-cent buffalo nickel, as 
designed by James Earle Fraser and minted 
from 1913 through 1938, which portrays a pro-
file representation of a Native American on 
the obverse side and a representation of an 
American buffalo on the reverse side, is a 
distinctive and appropriate model for a coin 
to commemorate the NMAI. 

(11) The surcharge proceeds from the sale 
of a commemorative coin, which would have 
no net cost to the taxpayers, would raise val-
uable funding for the opening of the NMAI 
and help to supplement the endowment and 
educational outreach funds of the NMAI. 
SEC. 3. COIN SPECIFICATIONS. 

(a) $1 SILVER COINS.—In commemoration of 
the opening of the Museum of the American 
Indian of the Smithsonian Institution, the 
Secretary of the Treasury (hereafter in this 
Act referred to as the ‘‘Secretary’’) shall 
mint and issue not more than 500,000 $1 
coins, each of which shall— 

(1) weigh 26.73 grams; 
(2) have a diameter of 1.500 inches; and 
(3) contain 90 percent silver and 10 percent 

copper. 
(b) LEGAL TENDER.—The coins minted 

under this Act shall be legal tender, as pro-
vided in section 5103 of title 31, United States 
Code. 
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