September 27, 2000

EXPRESSING SENSE OF HOUSE ON
PEACE PROCESS IN NORTHERN
IRELAND

SPEECH OF

HON. BILL PASCRELL, JR.

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 26, 2000

Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
express my strong support of House Resolu-
tion 547 and | commend my colleague, Con-
gressman Neal, for bringing this important
measure to the floor today.

Mr. Speaker, the last 4 years have brought
great change to Northern Ireland and we are
all hopeful that these changes will eventually
yield peace. Unfortunately, the devil is in the
details. One of the most glaring of these de-
tails is the matter of policing. If there is going
to be lasting peace in Northern Ireland, then
there must be reform of the Royal Ulster Con-
stabulary [RUC]—Northern Ireland’s police
force. The RUC is comprised of 92 percent
Protestant officers and human rights organiza-
tions have historically accused this police
force of brutality against Catholics in the re-

ion.

g Without addressing this contentious and
complex problem, it will be impossible for
peace to reign in Northern Ireland. | might add
that the United States is no stranger to inci-
dents of police brutality. In fact, we have bills
pending in Congress which call for reforms of
police enforcement practices. We know in the
United States that if a community does not
have trust in the law enforcement charged
with policing them, then chaos and unrest will
rule. We must be consistent in our country
and when we call for peace in other countries,
like Northern Ireland. That is why | urge all of
my colleagues to vote in favor of House Reso-
lution 547.

This resolution encourages the British Par-
liament to follow the recommendations of the
Patten Report: To give the police force a new
name, new badges and symbols free of the
British or Irish states; to no longer fly the
Union flag at police stations; and, to substan-
tially increase the proportion of Catholic offi-
cers to 30 percent of the total force in 10
years.

If the parties involved in the peace agree-
ment can accept these recommendations and
implement them in a timely fashion, then | be-
lieve that they can achieve lasting peace in
Northern Ireland. Mr. Speaker, | urge all my
colleagues to support House Resolution 547.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. BARBARA LEE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 27, 2000

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, on Monday, Sep-
tember 25th, | was unavoidably detained in my
district.

On rollcall No. 487, H. Con. Res. 399, rec-
ognizing the 25th anniversary of the enact-
ment of the Education for All Handicapped
Children Act of 1975, had | been present, |
would have voted “yes”.

EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

STS. CYRIL AND METHODIUS
CHURCH CELEBRATES CENTEN-
NIAL

HON. PAUL E. KANJORSKI

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 27, 2000

Mr. KANJORSKI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to pay tribute to the enduring faith of the pa-
rishioners of Sts. Cyril and Methodius Church
in Edwardsville, Pennsylvania, which will cele-
brate the centennial anniversary of its found-
ing on October 22, 2000.

The parish has its roots in the immigration
of people from Slovakia who began to settle in
the Wyoming Valley in the late 1870s and
early 1880s. They came to the area upon
hearing of the abundant work in the coal
mines. At that time, there were no churches
specifically for people of Slovak descent, so
they attended churches where most of the
members’ first language was English.

Around 1885, a Slovak parish, St. Stephen’s
Church, was founded in Plymouth and many
people from the Edwardsville area traveled
there on foot for services on Sundays and
other holy days. However, this travel was dif-
ficult, especially in the winter months, and so
the Slovak people of Edwardsville joined to-
gether and began work to build their own
church.

In September 1900, Bishop Michael J.
Hoban officiated at the dedication of Sts. Cyril
and Methodius Church on Grove Street in
Edwardsville. Until the winter of 1901, the pas-
tor of St. Stephen’s Church in Plymouth also
served as their pastor, when the arrival of Fa-
ther John Jedlicka gave the parishioners of
Sts. Cyril and Methodius Church their own
clergyman.

Father Jedlicka oversaw several modifica-
tions to the church structure, including the
tower and much of the interior, at a cost of
$1,400, quite a sum at the time. During his
tenure, the parish also purchased land on
Pringle Hill for a cemetery and started a four-
classroom school in the church basement.

In 1904, Father Jedlicka was replaced by a
newly ordained priest, who had to leave be-
cause he could not find a place to live. The
parishioners borrowed $3,000 to build a rec-
tory, which was completed in 1905, and Fa-
ther Jedlicka returned. That building still
stands today on the corner of Grove and
Hurbane streets in Edwardsville.

The following year, the parish tragically lost
its church building, dedicated only six years
before, in a fire. The current church on Zerbey
Avenue was built in 1907 to replace it.

In 1921, Father Jedlicka died and was re-
placed by Father Edward Bellas, who served
the parish for about eight years. He in turn
was replaced by Father Stephen Gurcik, who
was pastor until 1943, guiding the parish dur-
ing the difficult years of the Great Depression.
Many events were held to raise money, nota-
bly parish picnics, and finances began to im-
prove in the 1940s. Father Gurcik loved the
outdoors and often took the alter servers
camping. During his tenure, the parish also
sponsored a baseball team.

Father Joseph Podskoch served as pastor
from 1943 until his death in 1949. He held

19929

bingo and other events to reduce the church’s
still-considerable debt. He was well-known in
Edwardsville and would often walk up and
down the streets to meet the people.

Father Michael Harvan, who became pastor
in 1949, instituted a “day’s wage” collection.
During his pastorate, a few parishioners made
sizable donations to the parish, and many im-
provements to the church were made. It also
became possible to pay all existing debts.
While pastor at Sts. Cyril and Methodius, Fa-
ther Harvan was honored by becoming a Mon-
signor, or Prelate of Honor to the Pope. Upon
his retirement in 1985, he left the parish with
a sizable amount in its savings account.

In 1985, Sts. Cyril and Methodius Church
was joined with St. Anthony of Padua Church
in Larksville, and both shared the same pas-
tor, Father Joseph Ziobro. Since Father Ziobro
lived at St. Anthony’s Rectory, the one at St.
Cyril and Methodius was sold at that time. Fa-
ther Ziobro worked hard to bring the two
churches together as one parish family.

In 1990, Father Ziobro was transferred and
Father Andrew Strish became pastor of the
two churches until he was transferred in 1996.
Father Bernard Evanofski then became pastor
of the two churches. Upon his arrival, it was
obvious that Sts. Cyril and Methodius Church
was in need of a new roof and other repairs.
Through a capital fund campaign and the gen-
erosity of the parishioners, all needed repairs
were made, including a new roof.

Mr. Speaker, the people of Sts. Cyril and
Methodius church continue to be active and
strongly supportive of all parish functions as
they celebrate both the centennial of the
church’s founding and the Great Jubilee of the
Year 2000. | salute them on the occasion of
this milestone anniversary, and | am pleased
to call their faith and service to the attention
of the House of Representatives.

PRESCRIPTION DRUG RELIEF
HON. RUBEN HINOJOSA

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 27, 2000

Mr. HINOJOSA. Mr. Speaker, time is run-
ning out. We are coming down the home
stretch of the 106th Congress. Shortly we will
be returning home to our respective congres-
sional districts to report to our constituents
what we have accomplished these past 2
years. | would like to be able to say that we've
done something about the sky rocketing prices
of prescription drugs.

This has certainly been a priority for me.
This has defiantly been a priority for Demo-
crats. Sadly, there are some for whom this is
not a priority—and just who is going to pay the
price for this indifference. The answer is
America’s seniors. The one issue that | have
heard more about from senior citizens as well
as their sons and daughters, these past 2
years than any other, is the outrageous cost of
prescription drugs. | can’t even begin to count
the number of letters | have received, the
phone calls | have had and the people that
have come up to me when | am at home in
my district, all imploring me to pass prescrip-
tion drug legislation now.
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