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even though we are much more effi-
cient than we have ever been with elec-
tric energy, we need more. The projec-
tions are that we will have a substan-
tial increase in demand even though we 
are improving our efficiency steadily. 
So that is the problem we are facing. 

The problem is that when OPEC real-
ized our demand was increasing, and 
the world demand was increasing, and 
our own domestic production was de-
creasing 14 percent, while demand was 
going up 18 to 20 percent, they were 
able to reduce production, force the 
price up to exorbitant levels, and make 
themselves rich. In fact, it was a polit-
ical decision by governmental leaders 
to force up the price. It was not even a 
free market decision. It was a political 
decision by the leaders of these oil-pro-
ducing nations because of our failure to 
produce energy and because we have 
become dependent on their oil. So they 
have been able to demand what they 
want to in price. Our politicians lost to 
their politicians. Their politicians beat 
our politicians. 

And who is paying the price? The 
American citizen, when he goes to the 
gas pump, when he buys his heating 
oil, when he goes and buys a product. It 
is more expensive today to buy that 
product than it was before because of 
increased gasoline prices in the whole 
production system. That is what has 
happened. We have been taken to the 
cleaners. To me it is as if we put a tax 
on the gasoline, but instead of taxing 
gasoline 50, 60 cents a gallon extra 
where the revenue comes to Wash-
ington so it at least can be spent in the 
United States, it is, in effect, a 50-, 60-
cent tax that goes to Saudi Arabia, 
Venezuela, and the Middle East. The 
OPEC cartel gets our tax. They are 
taxing our wealth and sending it 
abroad. 

This has the capacity to kill the eco-
nomic growth this Nation has been ex-
periencing. It has the capacity to drain 
our wealth to the degree that this 
economy could slow down. It could 
even go into recession because we have 
done nothing to deal with it. We have 
done nothing. The only thing, in the 
long run, that we can do is to make 
sure we produce what we have.

We have virtually unlimited reserves 
of natural gas and oil in the United 
States—certainly for decades to come. 
There are myths that we do not have 
enough. We have large reserves. We 
should have been producing those more 
effectively. But the policies of this ad-
ministration have been to reduce our 
production. 

And as night follows day, the price is 
going to go up. It threatens not only 
the pocketbook of a mother who is try-
ing to now get by—she was paying $100 
a month for the family’s gasoline; now 
she is paying $150 a month for the fam-
ily’s gasoline. She cannot buy things at 
the store she used to buy. And the pro-
ducers of those products are now going 

to have to lay off workers because peo-
ple are not buying those products at 
the rate they were previously buying 
them. 

This is not an itty-bitty issue. This is 
a tremendous issue for our country. I 
hope it will be discussed tonight in the 
debate. I hope it will be made a part of 
this campaign. I believe, with an abso-
lute conviction, that if we allow these 
international greedy producing nations 
to jerk us around, to take money from 
the average mother and father and 
working American when they go to the 
gas pump, having their money sent to 
those nations, they can hurt us badly. 
It hurts a lot of people. 

I pumped gas a few months ago and 
washed people’s windshields. I talked 
to them about the costs they were fac-
ing. I talked to a young lady in her 
early twenties. She was going to col-
lege 3 days a week. The college she at-
tended was 30 miles up the road. She 
talked about how much her gas bill 
was. She was trying to save money for 
tuition. Her car was not a new car. She 
said she would like to have a new car, 
but she could not afford it. That extra 
cost was coming out of her pocket. 

This is a real issue. It hurts our fami-
lies. They have less money in their 
pocket and in the family budget be-
cause it has to be spent on gasoline. It 
is hurting businesses. Their profits are 
down. Home building is down. 

What will happen in the future? I 
don’t know. But if we do not get in this 
ballgame, if we do not challenge OPEC 
and figure out a way to break that car-
tel, and if we do not increase our own 
production of energy, we will have 
what we have had numerous times be-
fore; and that is, a recession driven by 
increased energy costs. What a tragedy 
that will be. It should not happen. 

Our projections are and our needs as 
a nation are to continue this pros-
perity, to continue the surplus we have 
been able to generate in this Govern-
ment, and to pay down our debt and to 
be able to do some things we wish we 
could have done before. This is a glo-
rious time for us. 

I believe we have to take strong ac-
tion. I have been frustrated that this 
administration remains steadfast in 
blocking, time and again, any step to 
increase our production of energy. And 
that has no more consequence but one: 
When you reduce production, it will 
drive up costs. 

I thank the Chair and, again, express 
my appreciation for his fine remarks 
on national defense. 

Mr. President, I yield the floor. 
f 

ORDERS FOR WEDNESDAY, 
OCTOBER 4, 2000 

Mr. ROBERTS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it re-
cess until the hour of 9:30 a.m. on 
Wednesday, October 4. I further ask 

unanimous consent that on Wednesday, 
immediately following the prayer, the 
Journal of proceedings be approved to 
date, the time for the two leaders be 
reserved for their use later in the day, 
and the Senate then resume consider-
ation of the conference report to ac-
company H.R. 4578, the Interior appro-
priations bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

PROGRAM 

Mr. ROBERTS. Mr. President, for the 
information of all Senators, the Senate 
will immediately resume the Interior 
appropriations conference report at 9:30 
a.m. tomorrow morning. The Senate 
will remain on the conference report 
until it is disposed of. It is hoped that 
a final vote will occur no later than to-
morrow afternoon. The Senate could 
consider any other appropriations con-
ference reports as well as the con-
tinuing resolution providing for the 
continued operations of the Federal 
Government until October 14, 2000. 

f 

RECESS UNTIL 9:30 A.M. 
TOMORROW 

Mr. ROBERTS. Mr. President, if 
there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, I now ask unanimous 
consent that the Senate stand in recess 
under the previous order. 

There being no objection, the Senate, 
at 7:49 p.m., recessed until Wednesday, 
October 4, 2000, at 9:30 a.m. 

f 

NOMINATIONS 

Executive nominations received by 
the Senate October 3, 2000:

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

RICHARD A. MESERVE, OF VIRGINIA, TO BE AN ALTER-
NATIVE REPRESENTATIVE OF THE UNITED STATES OF 
AMERICA TO THE FORTY-FOURTH SESSION OF THE GEN-
ERAL CONFERENCE OF THE INTERNATIONAL ATOMIC EN-
ERGY AGENCY. 

NATIONAL COMMISSION ON LIBRARIES AND 
INFORMATION SCIENCE 

PHILLIP N. BREDESEN, OF TENNESSEE, TO BE A MEM-
BER OF THE NATIONAL COMMISSION ON LIBRARIES AND 
INFORMATION SCIENCE FOR A TERM EXPIRING JULY 19, 
2005, VICE WALTER ANDERSON, TERM EXPIRED. 

THE JUDICIARY 

MELVIN C. HALL, OF OKLAHOMA, TO BE UNITED 
STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE WESTERN DISTRICT 
OF OKLAHOMA VICE RALPH G. THOMPSON, RETIRED.

f 

CONFIRMATIONS 

Executive nominations confirmed by 
the Senate October 3, 2000:

THE JUDICIARY 

MICHAEL J. REAGAN, OF ILLINOIS, TO BE UNITED 
STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT 
OF ILLINOIS. 

SUSAN RITCHIE BOLTON, OF ARIZONA, TO BE UNITED 
STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE DISTRICT OF ARI-
ZONA. 

MARY H. MURGUIA, OF ARIZONA, TO BE UNITED 
STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE DISTRICT OF ARI-
ZONA. 

JAMES A. TEILBORG, OF ARIZONA, TO BE UNITED 
STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE DISTRICT OF ARI-
ZONA. 
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