
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE 20533October 3, 2000
the 40 percent, in his time as chairman 
he has moved us further toward that 
goal than any other single individual. 
When they said that a diploma ought 
to mean something, he asked those 
questions and that is what teacher em-
powerment was about, whether or not a 
diploma would, in fact, mean some-
thing. 

For schools of education where we 
are turning out our teachers of the fu-
ture, if they did not know the subjects 
they were teaching, he wanted to know 
why, and has dramatically changed the 
manner in which schools of education 
will now educate the teachers of the fu-
ture so they will be better equipped to 
provide that quality education that has 
always been at the core of all of his 
dealings on this committee. 

He has not been much for the poli-
tics. He has not been much for the pos-
turing. But he has certainly done a 
great deal for the education and the 
well-being of the children of this Na-
tion, and we are going to miss him. 

Mr. Speaker, it has been a pleasure 
to serve with the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. GOODLING). 

f 

TRIBUTE TO CHAIRMAN GOODLING 
OF THE COMMITTEE ON EDU-
CATION AND THE WORKFORCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 19, 1999, the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (GREENWOOD) is recog-
nized during morning hour debates for 
4 minutes. 

Mr. GREENWOOD. Mr. Speaker, my 
mother once said to me that no matter 
how important you think you are, re-
member that the number of people who 
come to your funeral will be primarily 
determined by the weather. It must be 
a good day today because Mr. GOODLING 
is blessed with too many speakers, and 
we will all have to be brief. 

Mr. Speaker, I will miss Mr. GOOD-
LING as a member of the Committee on 
Education and the Workforce and a fel-
low Pennsylvanian. The children and 
the teachers and the parents and the 
school board administrators will miss 
BILL GOODLING, because he is someone 
that has become a rarity in this town. 
He believes that politics belongs on the 
campaign trail, and here in Washington 
in the Nation’s capital, because we are 
supposed to do the people’s business, 
we are supposed to compromise. We are 
supposed to put politics second to peo-
ple. 

BILL GOODLING has done that every 
day for his 26-year career. It is an 
honor to serve with him and join in 
this tribute today. 

Mr. Speaker, because time is limited, 
I will cut my remarks brief and I yield 
to the gentleman from Missouri (Mr. 
BLUNT).

Mr. BLUNT. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
GREENWOOD) for yielding. 

Mr. Speaker, like others today, I am 
here to recognize the tremendous con-
tribution that Congressman GOODLING 
has made to this Congress, to this 
country, and particularly to education. 

BILL GOODLING spent his entire career 
with a focus on education. As a teach-
er, as a coach, as a guidance counselor, 
as a school administrator, and when he 
was elected to Congress by the people 
from the 19th district in Pennsylvania, 
he chose to go on the committee that 
focused on education. 

He became the chairman of that com-
mittee. He has been a tireless advocate 
for making public schools better 
through real reform. He has pursued 
full funding of IDEA, understanding 
that the Federal Government needs to 
first of all keep its word. 

As a former college president, I par-
ticularly appreciate all the chairman 
has done to substantially increase the 
Pell Grant funding. And during his 
leadership of that committee, Pell 
Grant funding has increased in a way 
that it has never increased before. 

There are really too many accom-
plishments to talk about all of them, 
certainly the signature piece of legisla-
tion, the William F. Goodling Child Nu-
trition Reauthorization Act. This legis-
lation gives more flexibility to school 
districts as they try to meet the needs 
of children, as they try to do what is 
best for the children of America. 

On behalf of America’s students, on 
behalf of America’s educators, as the 
cochairman of the Education Caucus 
here in the Congress, I just want to 
thank the chairman for his out-
standing record of public service, for 
his commitment to education, for his 
great work for the people of Pennsyl-
vania. 

Mr. GREENWOOD. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield to the gentleman from Michigan 
(Mr. EHLERS).

Mr. EHLERS. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
GREENWOOD) for yielding me this time. 

Mr. Speaker, when I hear the name 
GOODLING, I immediately think of four 
different words. The first pair is ‘‘qual-
ity and accountability.’’ We kept hear-
ing that over and over in the com-
mittee. And those are very, very im-
portant words for us to hear. Will a 
proposal bring forth quality? Will it 
provide for accountability? 

The second pair of words is ‘‘reading 
and literacy,’’ obviously, very, very 
great needs in this country. I believe 
we should improve math and science 
education in this country, and but the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
GOODLING) is totally dedicated to im-
proving reading and literacy; I totally 
agree with that as well, because we 
need to do both. 

It has been a pleasure to serve on the 
Committee on Education and the 
Workforce with Mr. GOODLING. He is an 
experienced teacher, administrator, 
and a Congressman. As an educator 

myself for 22 years, I was delighted to 
have a person heading that committee 
who had experience in education too, 
because there are many people in this 
world who think they know exactly 
what is wrong with the schools and 
how to fix it, but they do not have any 
experience at it. Mr. GOODLING has that 
experience, and I was delighted to have 
him as chairman.

Mr. GREENWOOD. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield to the gentleman from Georgia 
(Mr. ISAKSON). 

Mr. ISAKSON. Mr. Speaker, I will be 
very brief in order to leave enough 
time for the chairman himself to 
speak, by simply saying this, most 
politicians put their careers first. BILL 
GOODLING has put children first. Most 
politicians will compromise at a time 
to move an inch. BILL GOODLING is pa-
tient, but he is always persistent. 

He believes in quality education for 
our children, trained teachers for our 
children, and local control. America is 
better off and her children far better 
off for the service of BILL GOODLING. 

f 

HON. BILL GOODLING: A 
BRILLIANT CAREER 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 19, 1999, the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. KANJORSKI) is recog-
nized during morning hour debates for 
4 minutes. 

Mr. KANJORSKI. Mr. Speaker, no 
one could deny our colleague that we 
honor today, BILL GOODLING, has had a 
brilliant career in education in this 
Congress and is well known. But I can 
attest to the fact that he has more 
horse sense than any Member that ever 
served in the United States Congress, 
and that is saying something. 

BILL is the type of guy that has a 
twinkle in his eye and love for what he 
does and for his colleagues that we are 
going to miss, because he is of the old 
tradition of the House. As I drive back 
to my district in Pennsylvania, I go 
through the gentleman’s district. So 
many times, I have had the occasion to 
see him when we have stopped for cof-
fee or something. I am going to miss 
those occasions. 

Mr. Speaker, I would just suggest 
that the Members of the House today 
that have not had the opportunity to 
spend late evenings with BILL at dinner 
when we are in session and hear about 
his horses or hear about his violets, it 
is a great treat. Because here is a sen-
sitive man who has dedicated his ca-
reer to the 19th District of Pennsyl-
vania that has not only served his dis-
trict, but has served this Nation with 
honor and distinction. 

As his colleagues have attested to 
today, he is probably known as ‘‘Mr. 
Education’’ in the House of Represent-
atives. I am going to miss my good 
friend, BILL GOODLING. And as a mem-
ber of the Pennsylvania delegation, I 
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wish him well, he and Hilda, in their 
retirement. But I am sure we will hear 
from him in all of those special occa-
sions. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman 
from Ohio (Mr. TRAFICANT).

Mr. TRAFICANT. Mr. Speaker, when 
one mentions improvements in edu-
cation, they mention Chairman GOOD-
LING. When one mentions advocating 
for America’s children, they mention 
Chairman GOODLING. When one men-
tions good schools, they mention 
Chairman GOODLING. When one men-
tions enhanced curriculum, they men-
tion Chairman GOODLING. When one 
mentions support for local school 
boards, they mention Chairman GOOD-
LING. 

When one mentions honor and ac-
countability, they mention Chairman 
GOODLING. When one mentions great 
American leaders who have placed 
their fingerprints on America’s future 
greatness, they mention Chairman 
GOODLING. 

Chairman Goodling will be sorely 
missed. When we mention America, we 
have to mention the presence of Chair-
man GOODLING. 

Mr. Speaker, I say to the gentleman, 
My best to you, Chairman. God bless 
you in your appointed rounds. You will 
be sorely missed. 

f 

QUALITY, NOT QUANTITY; 
RESULTS, NOT PROCESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 19, 1999, the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. GOODLING) is recog-
nized during morning hour debates for 
5 minutes.

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
take this opportunity to offer my best wishes to 
our colleague Chairman BILL GOODLING as he 
returns to the private sector and express my 
thanks for his many years of service to the na-
tion and to the people of Pennsylvania. I have 
had the privilege to serve with BILL GOODLING 
since I was elected to the House in 1980 and 
throughout that time I have been impressed 
with his strong commitment to putting people 
before politics. 

BILL GOODLING’s 22 years of experience as 
a public school teacher, coach and principal in 
York County, Pennsylvania were the perfect 
preparation for his service as Chairman of the 
Committee on Education and the Workforce. 
Throughout his tenure as Chairman, Con-
gressman GOODLING has made a lasting im-
pact on how we view the federal role in both 
education and the workforce. Chairman GOOD-
LING has emphasized allowing decisions to be 
made on the local level and creating a federal 
system that works effectively and efficiently 
with local authorities. 

Since Republicans came into the majority, 
BILL GOODLING has taken the primary leader-
ship role on some of the most important legis-
lation affecting Americans. He has been cen-
tral to Congressional efforts to pass legislation 
to reform the welfare system and to eliminate 
waste in the Department of Education. 

Through bills like Dollars to the Classroom 
which would direct 90 percent of federal fund-
ing for education directly to the States and 
local school districts and allow no more than 
10 percent to be used for administrative pur-
poses and the EdFlex legislation which pro-
vide States with the flexibility to decide where 
federal funding is most needed without the 
typical red tape and regulations from Wash-
ington, he has been successful in forcing us to 
reexamine the role of the federal government 
in education. 

Along with these accomplishments, his work 
to address the needs of the disabled in both 
our education system and the workforce will 
remain a strong legacy for BILL. Since it’s en-
actment in 1975, he has shown a strong dedi-
cation to the Individuals with Disabilities Edu-
cation Act (IDEA). IDEA has helped to ensure 
that students with disabilities receive the same 
access to a quality education as other chil-
dren. he has been tireless in his work to im-
prove the program and to push for the full fed-
eral funding requirement 40 percent which, 
under his leadership and commitment is ex-
pected to happen by 2004. 

I would like to express my personal appre-
ciation for Chairman GOODLING’s help in my 
attempt to promote financial literacy education 
in our schools. With his support, the House 
passed my concurrent resolution encouraging 
the Secretary of Education to promote finan-
cial literacy programs in schools. As well as 
this resolution, he also supported my request 
for inclusion of language in the Elementary 
and Secondary Reauthorization Act that would 
provide grants to states and implement finan-
cial literacy programs in their schools. 

While we will all miss BILL GOODLING’s lead-
ership and friendship, I know he will enjoy this 
next step in his life and I wish him and his 
wife Hilda all the best.

Mr. COYNE. Mr. Speaker, I want to pay trib-
ute to one of our colleagues, BILL GOODLING, 
who is retiring this year after 26 years of serv-
ice in the House of Representatives. 

BILL GOODLING has served his constituents 
well in his time in Congress. He has honestly 
and consistently reflected their views, and he 
has worked hard to improve the economic 
health of Pennsylvania’s 19th Congressional 
District. He also worked tirelessly and in a bi-
partisan fashion as a member of Pennsylva-
nia’s Congressional delegation to address 
problems facing the Commonwealth. 

BILL GOODLING’s public service is by no 
means limited to his time in the House of Rep-
resentatives. Before being elected to Con-
gress, he worked as a teacher, coach, prin-
cipal, and school board president. His experi-
ence in education allowed him to bring a prac-
titioner’s knowledge and experience to his 
service on the House Education and Labor 
Committee—and eventually to his chairman-
ship of the House Committee on Education 
and the Workforce. His lifelong dedication to 
education is an outstanding example of a life 
spent in public service. 

I am sorry to see BILL leave this body. I 
want to wish him and his family the best in the 
coming years.

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, It is with a great 
deal of sadness that I join in bidding farewell 
to an outstanding Member of this chamber, 
one of the leading Members of Congress of 

the last quarter century, and a good and dear 
friend. 

BILL GOODLING was initially elected to Con-
gress to succeed his father, who represented 
the 19th District of Pennsylvania for 12 years. 
but BILL soon made it clear that his agenda of 
outstanding representation of his district cou-
pled with sincerely held beliefs was his own. 
BILL brought his own distinct style to this 
chamber, and for this he is going to be sorely 
missed. 

For the past six years, BILL GOODLING 
served as Chairman of the Committee on Edu-
cation and the Workforce. In that position, he 
has been one of the more outstanding Mem-
bers of our House leadership. BILL was never 
afraid to remind us that he who governs the 
least governs the best. He especially cham-
pioned the right of local school boards to 
make their own decisions, free from the dic-
tates of Washington bureaucrats. 

BILL chose to retire this year, and his shoes 
are going t0 be extremely difficult to fill. To his 
wife, Hilda, and his two children, we state that 
while you are gaining a full time family mem-
ber we in the House are losing an inspiration 
and role model. 

Mr. Speaker, I invite all of our colleagues to 
join with me in wishing BILL GOODLING and his 
family all of the best in the future, and many 
happy healthy years to come.

Mr. BARRETT of Nebraska. Mr. Speaker, I 
want to join my colleagues in honor of Chair-
man BILL GOODLING. For the last ten years, 
I’ve had the privilege of working with BILL 
GOODLING on the Education and Workforce 
Committee to promote fairness in labor as well 
as education policy. Those that are closest to 
my heart are policies particularly affecting our 
nation’s rural children. Our nation’s children 
are fortunate to have had someone as dedi-
cated and experienced at the helm of the 
committee charged with creating and refining 
education policy. Through his steadfast com-
mitment to promoting children’s issues like lit-
eracy, technology, quality teachers, and IDEA 
funding—BILL GOODLING has truly been a 
champion for children across this country. 

At the end of this session, BILL GOODLING 
and I will both be stepping down and moving 
on to new challenges in private life. But no 
matter what the future has in store for BILL 
GOODLING, I know his commitment to our na-
tion’s children will continue and that our coun-
try is a better place because of his service. 

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, it is my pleas-
ure to honor my good friend BILL GOODLING, 
who retires this year after a quarter-century of 
service to this country in this House, during 
which he has become one of the nation’s fore-
most advocates on common-sense education 
policy. 

Since becoming Chairman of the Education 
and the Workforce Committee, BILL GOODLING 
has fought tirelessly to send more control over 
our schools to local authorities. BILL’S leader-
ship and success in education policy have cre-
ated options for educators and students 
throughout the U.S. which were not previously 
available. 

For the last quarter-century, BILL GOODLING 
has been a friend, mentor, and leader on edu-
cation issues. Like many other Members, I 
have looked to him for guidance. I am proud 
to have been his colleague, and honored to 
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