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Family farms are leaving all parts of 

America. In my part of Pennsylvania, 
we have been watching that and they 
grow up into rag weed and other weeds 
for a few years and then they become 
brush and then they grow back to for-
ests. 

How could agriculture not flourish 
when our economy is so strong? We 
have had a Clinton-Gore administra-
tion that has not kept their promise to 
American farmers. They promised to 
open world markets. We have unparal-
leled ability in this country to produce 
food and fiber. But without world mar-
kets, there is no place to sell their 
products. 

Farm products have never been 
cheaper. Agriculture products have 
never been at a lower value. And it is 
almost impossible for so many of our 
farmers to pay the bills. So agriculture 
has had a bad 8 years during Clinton-
Gore, and I do not think we can stand 
8 more. We need a leader in this coun-
try that will open our markets and 
help agriculture to be profitable once 
again. 

Energy, the issue that is in the pock-
etbooks of all Americans. We are going 
to have a winter this year where the 
poorest of Americans will pay in some 
places twice as much for their home 
heating fuel as they paid last year. 

How did that happen? How did we go 
from $10 oil to $35 oil in less than 18 
months? It is because this leadership of 
the Clinton-Gore administration had 
no energy policy. They were drunk on 
cheap oil. They paid no attention to 
the oil patches of this country and the 
other energy resources of this country, 
and they allowed them to slowly go out 
of business. 

During this administration, our de-
pendency has gone from 36 percent to 
56 percent oil not from our friends, not 
from our neighbors in many cases, but 
from unstable parts of the world who 
care nothing about our economic fu-
ture. 

And today, the policies of this admin-
istration have put us in a position 
where we could be paying $45 for oil be-
fore the year is over. And we all know 
what that will do to home heating, cost 
of trucking, cost of driving our vehi-
cles. 

A lack of an energy policy of the 
Clinton-Gore administration has been 
devastating to rural America. Because 
not only do we consume it, that is 
where we produce it. 

The timber industry. In the West, we 
have great softwoods. In the eastern 
part of the United States, we have the 
finest hardwoods forests in the world. 
My district has one of the finest hard-
wood forests in America. But again we 
have watched Clinton-Gore policies 
that have tried to stop all timbering on 
public lands. 

Someone might say, well, that 
sounds good. But you know the Federal 
Government owns a third of America. 

When we add the State governments in, 
we are at about 44 or 45 percent of pub-
lic ownership. And when we add local 
governments in, we are approaching 
half of America is owned by govern-
ment. 

So government policies from an ad-
ministration have an awful lot to do 
with whether we practice good forestry 
and whether we are able to timber. 

Timber is a natural resource and it is 
a resource that replenishes itself. You 
could have good forestry practice on 
the land forever and it will continue to 
grow fine quality timber that we use to 
build our homes, make our paper, and 
all the things we sort of take for grant-
ed.
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I am told we are approaching 50 per-
cent on the importation now of 
softwoods in this country because we 
have had a policy that opposes cutting 
timber. 

Public land ownership I have talked 
about. When a huge part of a State and 
much of rural America, that is where 
they own, in rural America, when you 
have public policy changes, you have a 
huge impact on the rural economies; 
when you no longer allow grazing; 
when you no longer allow mining; when 
you no longer allow timbering. Much of 
our land was purchased with a promise 
that it would be multi-use, it would be 
for recreation, it would be for natural 
resource supply. Today, that promise 
has been broken. 

While we own all this land, our Na-
tional Park Service and our Forest 
Service facilities, our Bureau of Land 
Management facilities and our Fish 
and Wildlife Service facilities have 
never been in greater disrepair, because 
we are on a land-buying grab. We are in 
the process of buying land and not 
maintaining the land we have. Many of 
these things and many more are the 
reasons why rural America has not 
prospered under this administration, 
and it needs new leadership in Wash-
ington if it is to survive. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
ISAKSON). Pursuant to clause 12 of rule 
I, the Chair declares the House in re-
cess subject to the call of the Chair. 

Accordingly (at 5 o’clock and 31 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess 
subject to the call of the Chair.

f 
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AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. DREIER) at 6 o’clock and 
50 minutes p.m. 

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
H.R. 2941, LAS CIENEGAS NA-
TIONAL CONSERVATION AREA 
ESTABLISHMENT ACT OF 1999 

Mr. GOSS, from the Committee on 
Rules, submitted a privileged report 
(Rept. No. 106–935) on the resolution (H. 
Res. 610) providing for consideration of 
the bill (H.R. 2941) to establish the Los 
Cienegas National Conservation Area 
in the State of Arizona, which was re-
ferred to the House Calendar and or-
dered to be printed. 

f 

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
S. 2311, RYAN WHITE CARE ACT 
AMENDMENTS OF 2000 

Mr. GOSS, from the Committee on 
Rules, submitted a privileged report 
(Rept. No. 106–936) on the resolution (H. 
Res. 611) providing for consideration of 
the Senate bill (S. 2311) to revise and 
extend the Ryan White CARE Act pro-
grams under title XXVI of the Public 
Health Service Act, to improve access 
to health care and quality of care 
under such programs, and to provide 
for the development of increased capac-
ity to provide health care and related 
support services to individuals and 
families with HIV disease, and for 
other purposes, which was referred to 
the House Calendar and ordered to be 
printed.

f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to: 

Mr. HEFLEY (at the request of Mr. 
ARMEY) for today and October 5 on ac-
count of illness. 

Mr. BACA (at the request of Mr. GEP-
HARDT) for today on account of a fam-
ily illness.

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED 

By unanimous consent, permission to 
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders 
heretofore entered, was granted to: 

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. DIXON) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:) 

Mr. BROWN of Ohio, for 5 minutes, 
today. 

Mr. DEFAZIO, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. CLAY, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. PALLONE, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. MASCARA, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. UNDERWOOD, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. GREEN of Texas, for 5 minutes, 

today. 
Mrs. MALONEY of New York, for 5 

minutes, today. 
(The following Members (at the re-

quest of Mr. KUYKENDALL) to revise and 
extend their remarks and include ex-
traneous material:) 
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