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SENATE—Tuesday, October 10, 2000

The Senate met at 2:02 p.m., on the
expiration of the recess, and was called
to order by the President pro tempore
[Mr. THURMOND].

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Lloyd John
Ogilvie, offered the following prayer:

Gracious God, these days in the Sen-
ate are filled with crucial issues, dif-
ferences on solutions, and vital votes
on legislation. We begin this day with
a question that You asked King Sol-
omon, ‘‘Ask. What shall I give you?”
We empathize with Solomon’s answer.
He asked for an ‘‘understanding heart.”
We are moved with the more precise
Hebrew translation of an ‘under-
standing heart,”” meaning a ‘‘hearing
heart.”

Solomon wanted to hear a word from
You for the perplexities that he faced.
He longed for the gift of wisdom so
that he could have answers and direc-
tions for his people. We are inspired by
Your response: ‘‘See, I have given you
a wise and listening heart.”

I pray for nothing less as You answer
this urgent prayer for the women and
men of this Senate. Help them to listen
to Your guidance and grant them wis-
dom for their debates and decisions. All
through our history as a nation You
have made good men and women great
when they humbled themselves, con-
fessed their need for Your wisdom, and
listened intently to You. Speak Lord;
we need to hear Your voice in the ca-
cophony of other voices. We are listen-
ing. You are our Lord and Saviour.
Amen.

——
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Honorable GEORGE VOINOVICH, a
Senator from the State of Ohio, led the
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

RECOGNITION OF THE ACTING
MAJORITY LEADER

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The
acting majority leader is recognized.

SCHEDULE

Mr. VOINOVICH. Mr. President,
today the Senate will be in a period of
morning business until 4 p.m. with
Senators DURBIN and THOMAS in con-
trol of the time. Following morning
business, the Senate is expected to con-
sider the VA-HUD appropriations bill.

(Legislative day of Friday, September 22, 2000)

It is hoped that legislation can be com-
pleted in short order and without a
rollcall vote. However, if a rollcall vote
is requested, the vote will occur tomor-
row at a time to be determined.

On Wednesday, there will be up to 7
hours of debate on the conference re-
port to accompany the sex trafficking
victims bill. Senator THOMPSON will
make a point of order against the re-
port, and a vote is expected relative to
appealing the ruling of the Chair. Sen-
ators can also expect a vote on the
adoption of the sex trafficking con-
ference report. The Senate may also
begin consideration of the Agriculture
appropriations conference report dur-
ing tomorrow’s session.

I thank my colleagues for their at-
tention.

———

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
VoIiNOoVICH). Under the previous order,
the time of the leaders is reserved.

———

MORNING BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will now
be in a period of morning business for
2 hours.

———————

CONGRESSMAN BRUCE VENTO

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I was just
informed by the Sergeant at Arms that
BRUCE VENTO, a Member of the House
of Representatives, died today, just a
short time ago.

I served in the House with BRUCE.
After I left the House, I saw him vir-
tually every day; he and I worked out
in the House gym every morning. He
was very faithful. We had a very warm
relationship.

When I served in the House, I can re-
member one of the first conversations
we had was about a national park in
Nevada. I had never contemplated a na-
tional park in Nevada. We did not have
one. I, frankly, did not know the his-
tory of Nevada as it related to the area
around Mt. Wheeler. I did not realize
that Key Pittman, a longtime Senator
from Nevada, had sent President Rea-
gan’s Director of the Park Service,
William Penn Mott, there when he was
a park ranger in the 1930s to find a site
in Nevada for a national park, and this
is the spot that he found and gave this
information to President Roosevelt.

Over the years, many political bat-
tles ensued and the park never came

into being. I did some wilderness legis-
lation for Nevada. It was extremely
controversial. But based on my con-
versations with BRUCE VENTO, I decided
to peel off some of what we were doing
in wilderness and go for a national
park. It was one of the best things I
ever did; we now have a national park
in Nevada, Great Basin National Park,
which is really a world wonder. It has
a mountain peak over 13,000 feet high;
it has Nevada’s only glacier; it has the
oldest living thing in the world, the
bristlecone pine—over 5,000 years old.
They were there before Christ came to
Earth; they were there during the time
the pyramids were built. In addition,
Lehman Caves is located inside the
park boundary.

Without talking more about the park
itself, just the inception of that idea
came to me as a result of a conversa-
tion I had with BRUCE VENTO as a new
Member of the House of Representa-
tives. He was very interested in things
related to the environment.

BRUCE VENTO being dead now is hard
to contemplate because he worked so
hard on his physical body. A few years
ago, while here at his home in Wash-
ington, he fell off the roof while doing
some work and was broken up very
badly. But it only kept him from his
gym work for a short period of time,
even though he had broken bones.

BRUCE VENTO died as a result of as-
bestosis which he contracted as a
young man while working with asbes-
tos. Out of nowhere he developed a lung
problem. Last year he had a lung re-
moved. They were hoping that they got
it. They didn’t. And a few weeks ago it
was announced they did not. I am sure
his family and those close to him knew
that his life was not going to be long,
but I didn’t know.

I am really saddened at the death of
BRUCE VENTO. He is somebody who I
will always remember. I will always re-
member him for his smile and his love
for the environment and, on a personal
basis, for what he did to quicken my
mind about the possibility of having a
national park in Nevada.

Our country is less today than it was
yesterday as a result of the passing of
BRUCE VENTO. I expressed to his family
the great affection that I and many
Members, those who work with me in
the Congress, have for BRUCE. I wish
them, no I don’t wish them—I give
them the knowledge that the passage
of time will lessen the anguish they
now feel. Hopefully, as the months pass
by, only memories of their love and
loss will be in their minds, and not the

@ This “bullet” symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor.
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