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are not as fortunate, and I firmly be-
lieve recognition of this campaign will 
help drive change which can have a 
profound impact on prenatal and 
perinatal care. 

In the 105th Congress, the March of 
Dimes was instrumental in the passage 
of the Birth Defects Prevention Act, 
which established the first nationwide 
network of birth defects monitoring 
programs. I am confident the law com-
plements March of Dime’s efforts in 
the areas of both alcohol avoidance in 
preventing Fetal Alcohol Syndrome 
and the folic acid vitamin supplement 
program in preventing neural tube de-
fects, NTDs. NTDs are among the most 
serious and common birth defects in 
the United States affecting some 2,500 
babies each year, and are a result of an 
underdeveloped brain and spinal cord. 
The most common NTD is spina bifida, 
a leading cause of childhood paralysis. 

Birth defects like these can affect 
any family. As we head into the new 
millennium, filled with endless possi-
bilities, I am proud and honored to be 
able to pay tribute to those whose tire-
less efforts result in dramatic reduc-
tions in the number of birth defects in 
the United States every year.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO FORMER GOVERNOR 
LEROY COLLINS 

∑ Mr. CLELAND. Mr. President, amid 
the violence and uncertainty of the 
Civil Rights movement, many people 
distinguished themselves while fight-
ing for fairness and justice. Men and 
women risked great personal harm and 
displayed unparalleled courage in a 
struggle none of us must ever forget. 
Although many of the names of those 
who fought for fairness have been lost 
to history, it is important to honor 
these selfless warriors of equality. 

Although his name is not as familiar 
as those of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
and James Farmer, Mr. LeRoy Collins, 
former Governor of Florida, played an 
instrumental role in preventing vio-
lence and ensuring the success of dem-
onstrations one fateful Spring day in 
Selma, AL, 35 years ago. As marchers 
arrived at the Edmund Pettus Bridge 
in Selma, they hoped against hope that 
a repeat of ‘‘Bloody Sunday’’ was not 
waiting for them. 

President Lyndon Johnson, having 
witnessed the unconscionable violence 
initiated by Alabama State troopers on 
March 7, 1965, sought to stave off an-
other potentially bloody day, and en-
trusted LeRoy Collins with the delicate 
task of easing the extremely tense sit-
uation. 

Over the course of the day, Mr. Col-
lins crisscrossed the Pettus Bridge, ne-
gotiating at either end with Dr. King 
and representatives of the Alabama po-
lice. After a tireless effort, Mr. Collins 
eventually secured an agreement that 
not only allowed the marchers to cross 
the bridge, but also prevented the vio-

lent clash so many people had feared. 
Later that day, with Alabama State 
troopers and the entire Nation looking 
on, 2,000 people led by Dr. King peace-
fully marched across the Edmund 
Pettus Bridge. 

In an era known for its heated vio-
lence, peaceful encounters were a wel-
come surprise. The nonviolent nature 
of the second march across the Pettus 
Bridge was in no small measure a re-
sult of LeRoy Collins diligence and 
courage. One can imagine that had a 
deal not been brokered, an encounter, 
possibly more violent than the one on 
‘‘Bloody Sunday,’’ could very easily 
have taken place. 

LeRoy Collins’ work illustrates why 
it is important to go beyond the stories 
printed in the history books. His hard 
work and selfless effort saved lives and 
empowered the movement led by Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. In a world 
seemingly devoid of real heroes, it is 
important to honor those who have 
made truly significant contributions to 
our Nation. It took a great man to ac-
complish what Mr. Collins did. As Dr. 
King once wrote, ‘‘Human progress 
never rolls on wheels of inevitability; 
it comes through the tireless efforts of 
men willing to be co-workers with 
God.’’∑
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TAIWAN’S NATIONAL HOLIDAY 

∑ Mr. BUNNING. Mr. President, today, 
October 10th, is the 89th observance of 
National Day in the Republic of China 
on Taiwan. From its early days of 
struggle on the Chinese mainland to 
the establishment of the vigorous de-
mocracy and free market economy that 
we know today on Taiwan, the Repub-
lic of China has made great strides 
since its founding on October 10, 1911. 

The vision of Dr. Sun Yat-sen, the 
founding father of the Republic of 
China, was expressed in what he called 
the ‘‘Three Principles of the People’’—
nationalism, democracy, and the peo-
ple’s well being. We all hope that Dr. 
Sun’s vision, which has been realized so 
impressively on Taiwan, will some day 
be equally as true on the Chinese main-
land. 

Taiwan held its most recent par-
liamentary election in December 1998 
and, of course, conducted its most re-
cent presidential election just this past 
March. The election of Chen Shui-bian 
as president marked Taiwan’s first 
transition of power from one party to 
another at the national level. Even 
more important, it marked the first 
time in the 5,000-year-long history of 
Chinese society that one democrat-
ically-elected head of state was suc-
ceeded by another. 

In the economic and social fields, 
Taiwan’s success is well known. The 22 
million people of Taiwan are respon-
sible for the 19th largest gross national 
product in the world. Japan is the only 
country with a larger population in all 

of Asia that has a higher standard of 
living than Taiwan’s. Taiwan has an 
extraordinarily diversified economy: 
all the way from being virtually a ‘‘sil-
icon island’’ and the world’s third larg-
est supplier of computer chips to being 
a major manufacturing power in such 
heavy industries as steel and ship-
building. 

All of this has not come about by ac-
cident. Wise leadership, dating back to 
the 1950’s, laid the groundwork for the 
dynamic nation we see today. With 
strong and continued American sup-
port—and this is ever more crucial to 
the security and stability of the entire 
East Asia region—Taiwan will thrive 
and prosper far into the future. Believe 
me, the world is watching to see how 
the United States treats democratic 
Taiwan, because the future of every 
other democracy in East Asia is ulti-
mately contingent on the stand we 
take. 

The success of Taiwan must also con-
tinue to serve as an example—as well 
as a challenge—to the people and gov-
ernment on the Chinese mainland. The 
free, prosperous, democratic society 
that Taiwan has become is a glimpse of 
what can come to be on the mainland if 
the dictatorship in Beijing would get 
out of the way. 

And so I salute the Republic of China 
on Taiwan on the occasion of National 
Day. And I look forward to many more 
celebrations to come.∑ 
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THE 130TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY 
SPARTAN MARCHING BAND 

∑ Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. President, I rise 
today to give recognition to one of 
Michigan State University’s oldest in-
stitutions, the Spartan Marching Band. 
The Spartan Marching Band was 
formed in 1870 at the then Michigan 
Agricultural College, by Civil War Vet-
eran and student Ransom Mc Donough. 
The band consisted of ten members and 
was all brass. The small group partici-
pated in drills and parades. 

Throughout its 130 years, the band 
has evolved tremendously with the 
times as any successful organization 
must. And throughout its long history, 
the band has exemplified excellence 
and has represented the university 
with great pride and honor. The Michi-
gan State University Marching Band 
welcomed the football team and fans 
for over 100 years and has accompanied 
the team to numerous bowl games, in-
cluding four Rose Bowl appearances. 
The band has played for four presidents 
and appeared at the New York World’s 
Fair. 

The person who had perhaps the most 
significant impact on the Spartan 
Marching Band was Leonard Falcone. 
Mr. Falcone was appointed band direc-
tor in 1927 and served Michigan State 
university and the Music program for 
40 years. Mr. Falcone was affection-
ately known as ‘‘The Dean of Big Ten 
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