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to the agriculture appropriations bill with the 
goal of increasing CVM’s budget for antibiotic 
resistance by $3 million. In accepting the 
amendment, the House for the first time tack-
led the public health threat from antibiotic re-
sistant bacteria in our food supply. 

Today, the House voted to approve the con-
ference report for the Fiscal Year 2001 Agri-
culture Appropriations bill. I am pleased to 
note that the report includes an additional $3 
million for work done within the Center for Vet-
erinary Medicine on antimicrobial resistance. I 
wish to commend my colleagues on the agri-
culture appropriations committees for recog-
nizing the importance of these activities to 
public health, with special thanks to the rank-
ing member in the House, my colleague from 
Ohio. 

If we continue to work together, we can 
come up with solutions to prolong the efficacy 
of antibiotics used to treat human illnesses, 
while at the same time ensuring that Ameri-
cans will continue to enjoy a safe, affordable, 
plentiful food supply.
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TRIBUTE TO JAY R. STROH, DI-
RECTOR OF CALIFORNIA DE-
PARTMENT OF ALCOHOL BEV-
ERAGE CONTROL 

HON. JERRY LEWIS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 11, 2000

Mr. LEWIS of California. Mr. Speaker, I 
would like to call your attention today to one 
of California’s most unsung dedicated public 
servants: Mr. Jay R. Stroh, who has been di-
rector of California’s Department of Alcoholic 
Beverage Control for 17 years, during which 
time he has professionalized and modernized 
an extremely important and complex agency. 

Jay R. Stroh began his public career as a 
deputy with the Los Angeles Sheriff’s Depart-
ment, rising through the ranks to become cap-
tain. He was Chief of Police for the City of 
Inglewood for 10 years, and Chief of Police of 
El Segundo for four and a half years. He was 
appointed by Governor Ronald Reagan to the 
Commission on Peace Officers Standards and 
Training, served at the California State Univer-
sity Los Angeles as a member of the Institute 
Planning Committee on Police Science and 
Administration, School of Applied Arts and 
Sciences, and at El Camino College. 

Mr. Stroh was first appointed Director of the 
Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control 
(ABC) by Governor George Deukmejian on 
February 3, 1983, reappointed by Governor 
Pete Wilson and again by Governor Gray 
Davis upon his election in 1999. Respected by 
the alcoholic beverage industry, law enforce-
ment and community coalitions, Mr. Stroh has 
received recognition by State legislators, both 
Democrats and Republicans, as an effective 
leader. 

While he has been Director, Mr. Stroh has 
turned the ABC into a proactive agency with 
several innovative programs that brought mer-
chants, law enforcement, youth, community 
leaders and alcoholic beverage industry mem-
bers together. Mr. Stroh helped pass legisla-
tion elevating the Department’s peace officer 

status to a classification equivalent to the Cali-
fornia Highway Patrol. He increased by one-
third the field enforcement activities of Depart-
ment investigators and streamlined and mod-
ernized the Department’s licensing and inves-
tigative procedures. 

Mr. Stroh’s tenure is believed to be the 
longest continuous directorship in California 
state government. His retirement brings to a 
close 49 years as a public servant to the peo-
ple of California. Mr. Speaker, please join me 
in thanking Jay R. Stroh for his dedicated 
service and numerous accomplishments, and 
in wishing he and his wife, Jackie, good luck 
in their future endeavors.
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Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is 
shameful to me that we could adjourn the 
106th Congress without having strengthened 
our federal hate crimes law to protect victims 
who are chosen because of their gender, sex-
ual orientation or disability and to allow federal 
prosecutors to pursue hate-crime cases if local 
authorities refuse to press charges. 

Unfortunately, hate violence is becoming an 
all too common occurrence in our commu-
nities. That an individual could be so filled with 
rage for his or her fellow human being is un-
thinkable—but it has happened in small towns 
and big cities across this nation and it will con-
tinue to happen, until and unless we stand up 
to bigotry and hate by ensuring that the civil 
rights of all people are protected. The ex-
panded Hate Crimes legislation that was in-
cluded in the Senate Defense Authorization 
bill was just that kind of tool. 

The defeat of expanded hate crimes legisla-
tion ignores overwhelming public support for 
this critical civil rights legislation. Since 1998 
when an African American man was tied to 
the back of a truck and dragged to death by 
white supremacists in Jasper, Texas, several 
high profile hate crimes have continued to 
shock our country, including a hate based kill-
ing spree that profoundly touched my commu-
nity during July 4th celebrations in 1999. 

I am proud to represent one of the most di-
verse districts in America and I will continue to 
stand with my constituents against bigotry and 
hate and actively work to expand and improve 
the federal Hate Crimes law. We cannot and 
we should not leave Washington without en-
suring that the civil rights of all Americans are 
honored and protected.

EXPRESSING SORROW OF THE 
HOUSE AT THE DEATH OF THE 
HONORABLE BRUCE VENTO, 
MEMBER OF CONGRESS FROM 
THE STATE OF MINNESOTA 

SPEECH OF 

HON. NYDIA M. VELÁZQUEZ 
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Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, yesterday 
the House of Representatives lost one of our 
most respected members and the nation lost 
a lifelong advocate for the homeless and the 
environment. A true public servant, BRUCE 
VENTO used his seat in Congress for 24 years 
to champion programs to eliminate homeless-
ness, increase funding for community invest-
ment and economic development, and, of 
course, to protect our environment. 

I had the privilege of serving with BRUCE 
VENTO on the Banking Committee, where he 
worked tirelessly to establish the emergency 
shelters grant program, preserve the Federal 
Housing Authority, provide increased funding 
for community development programs, and en-
sure adequate consumer protection. Those 
who live in low-income communities, the poor, 
and the homeless, may not have high-priced 
lobbyists advocating for them, but they did 
have BRUCE VENTO. Through his work, he 
gave a voice to Americans who too often go 
unheard. 

Yesterday, we lost a friend and a colleague. 
But those Americans whose lives BRUCE 
VENTO worked so hard to improve lost an ad-
vocate and a voice. 

My thoughts are with the Vento family, and 
his constituents in Minnesota. I and the other 
Members of this body who were fortunate to 
work with him over the years will miss him 
greatly.
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Mr. BACA. Mr. Speaker, this past Monday 
morning this country lost a great individual, a 
true pioneer in the Hispanic movement as well 
as in the movement of women in organized 
labor. 

I speak of Linda Chavez-Rodriguez. Daugh-
ter of the great Cesar Chavez, founder of the 
United Farm Workers Union (UFW), and wife 
of current UFW president, Arturo Rodriguez. 

She began her career at age 11, when she 
worked in the fields and vineyards to help sup-
port her family. She continued her efforts by 
joining walkouts in 1973 when the California 
grape workers went on strike. Earning as little 
as $3 a week as a farm worker, she often 
wondered how her family would survive. 

As her father’s popularity grew, and growers 
became more aware of his efforts, strong re-
percussions were felt by the family members. 
During high school her education was threat-
ened and other students taunted her sisters 
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