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included in this bill falls far short of this impor-
tant goal.

Prices for the 50 most prescribed drugs for
senior citizens have been going up, on aver-
age, at twice the rate of inflation over the past
six years. As the price of prescription medi-
cines has soared, our nation’s elderly and dis-
abled populations have found it harder and
harder to afford the treatments that their doc-
tors prescribe.

Although it cannot replace a real prescrip-
tion drug benefit through Medicare, drug re-
importation holds great promise for reducing
prescription drug costs. However, the Repub-
lican reimportation provision is filled with loop-
holes that will prevent seniors from seeing any
real savings.

The Republican proposal contains several
provisions that unnecessarily restrict the sup-
ply of reimported prescription drugs and in-
crease their cost. First, they limit the medi-
cines eligible for reimportation and the number
of countries from which they can be imported.
Second, drug companies have the option of
refusing to allow reimporters to use FDA-ap-
proved labeling for their products. This allows
these companies to increase the price of re-
imported drugs by charging outrageously high
prices for the use of the label. Third, this lan-
guage does nothing to prevent pharmaceutical
companies from discriminating against US
consumers by forcing restrictive contract terms
on foreign distributors.

Finally, the Republican proposal is not per-
manent. By allowing this legislation to sunset
after five years, the Republicans are giving
pharmaceutical companies yet another oppor-
tunity to Kkill prescription drug legislation that
they do not like.

The Democratic proposal provides seniors
with access to lower price drugs, subject to
strict safety testing, without any of these harm-
ful loopholes. Seniors deserve real prescrip-
tion drug savings, not another empty promise
from Republicans.

———
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Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Mr. Speaker, | would like to congratulate Mr.
Jack Kilby for winning the Nobel Prize for
physics this Tuesday.

Jack Kilby, at age 76, is a modest man who
has not found himself wrapped up in today’s
technological world. This modest man, who
began his journey in physics 42 years ago,
probably had no reason to believe he would
be in this position today. Under Mr. Kilby’s
belt, he has 60 patents. He is also the co-in-
ventor of the pocket calculator.

His discovery—the integrated circuit—in
September of 1958 at the headquarters of
Texas Instruments Inc. in Dallas, Texas has
been placed into cell phones, digital music
players, computer hard drives, and other var-
ious electronic devices, thus decreasing the
cost of electronics.

Mr. Kilby still resides in Dallas, Texas, a
technology powerhouse that will forever be
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linked to his success. This one man and his
chip are the spark that made Texas Instru-
ments the giant company it is today. So, |
thank him and congratulate him for his
achievements.

——————
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Mr. RODRIGUEZ. Mr. Speaker, today | rec-
ognize Ms. Dorothy M. Moody, who recently
received the Woman of the Year award from
the Bowden Chapter of Business and Profes-
sional Women. Her service to the community
and dedication makes this award appropriate.
Ms. Moody attended St. Phillips College, a
Historically Black College, where she studied
business and secretarial applications. These
skills led to a diverse range of jobs, from sec-
retary for the Afro-American Insurance Com-
pany to secretary for the San Antonio Inde-
pendent School District, and today she is cur-
rently employed at the Emmanuel Baptist
Church. Ms. Moody has exhibited leadership
and faithfulness in personal development
through the college Bible courses she teaches
at the church.

In her position as chair of the Annual Wom-
an’s Day Observance, Ms. Moody exceeded
her financial goals and suggested that the sur-
plus be donated to the BBJ Memorial Founda-
tion Inc. Compassion, goal-oriented and gen-
erous are standards that Ms. Moody sets for
anyone to follow. With the gifts that she has
received, she continues to dedicate a part of
her life to education by helping a student at-
tend St. Phillips College. Through hard work
and dedication she strives to help others
reach their dreams of a college education.

| join the members of the Bowden Chapter
of Business and Professional Women in rec-
ognizing Ms. Moody as Woman of the Year.

————
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Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
bring to the attention of our colleagues an out-
standing young man—14 year old Eric Karlan,
who in his short life has already made impor-
tant decisions that can serve as a model for
others to follow. His outstanding academic
record, his musical gifts, his athletic prowess,
his social activism, and the leadership roles he
fulfills are by themselves exceptional achieve-
ments for a 14 year old.

But what impresses me most about Eric, Mr.
Speaker, is his willingness to acknowledge
and honor what is best in the history of hu-
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manity and to demonstrate his appreciation for
what is a truly heroic legacy. | am referring to
Eric’s decision to celebrate his coming to man-
hood through the Bar Mitzvah ritual by going
to Denmark to visit important historic sites as
an expression of his gratitude to the Danish
people for rescuing almost the entire Jewish
community of Denmark from extermination by
the Nazis during World War Two.

Mr. Speaker, Bar Mitzvah celebrations have
too often become showpieces of affluence,
more extravagant than meaningful. Eric’s deci-
sion to honor this occasion with simple dignity,
remembering the suffering and hardships of
his own people and paying respect to those
Danes who came to their rescue in a time of
greatest need, was indeed a wise and noble
choice, and it demonstrates extraordinary
character and maturity in one so young.

Mr. Speaker, | commend Eric for the intel-
ligent choices he has already made in his life,
for his dedication to genuine values, for his
wisdom in following in the footsteps of those
who light a candle in the darkness of the
world, and for his understanding and apprecia-
tion of true heroism. Mr. Speaker, | ask that
excerpts of Eric’s moving description of his
journey of discovery in the footsteps of Danish
heroes be placed in the RECORD.

MY BAR MITZVAH IN DENMARK
(By Eric Karlan)

My family has always had a reputation for
doing unconventional things. When I re-
ceived my Bar Mitzvah date at the age of 11,
I was told that I wouldn’t be getting a big
party or presents like everyone else. My par-
ents said I would be able to pick a meaning-
ful place to visit, and select a charity for any
Bar Mitzvah money I might receive. I wanted
to choose a place that would give me a
unique Bar Mitzvah experience.

I read a book called Number the Stars, by
Lois Lowry. I learned that the Danish people
saved all but 116 of the approximately 8,000
Jews in Denmark by helping them escape to
neutral Sweden during the Holocaust. This
book was instantly a favorite of mine. It was
then that I decided for my Bar Mitzvah I was
going to research this story, and Denmark
would be the destination for my trip.

My parents gave me the opportunity to
work with a modern orthodox Rabbi, David
Kalb. Instead of studying the Torah portion
that was near my birthday date, Rabbi Kalb
helped me select a portion that was related
to my trip. For our explanatory style serv-
ice, I chose Beshallach, the story of the Part-
ing of the Red Sea. We picked this story be-
cause it was uplifting, involved hope, and
most importantly dealt with the liberation
and freedom of the Jewish people. I con-
nected this to the story of the Danish Resist-
ance and how they brought the Jews from
the clutches of the Nazis into freedom. Both
of those stories shared positive and miracu-
lous attributes. And both stories shared the
water as the avenue to freedom. In the
Midrash, Shemot Rabah, there is a story
about how the Red Sea did not part until
Nachshon Ben Aminadav, walked neck deep
into the water. This makes a major state-
ment that no one can expect miracles to hap-
pen unless someone takes the first step. The
Danish people took the first step and a mir-
acle occurred; all the Danish Jews were
transported to Sweden secretly within a
matter of days. In fact, there is a Disney
movie called ‘“‘Miracle at Midnight’ that
tells the story.

Together, the Rabbi and I retraced the
Rescue Route and learned more and more
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