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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES—Tuesday, October 17, 2000

The House met at 10:30 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mrs. BIGGERT).

———

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
October 17, 2000.

I hereby appoint the Honorable JUDY
BIGGERT to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

J. DENNIS HASTERT,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

———

MORNING HOUR DEBATES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 19, 1999, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning hour debates. The Chair will
alternate recognition between the par-
ties, with each party limited to not to
exceed 30 minutes, and each Member,
except the majority leader, the minor-
ity leader, or the minority whip, lim-
ited to not to exceed 5 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Missouri (Mr. SKELTON) for 5 min-
utes.

—————

THE TRAGIC DEATH OF MISSOURI
GOVERNOR MEL CARNAHAN

Mr. SKELTON. Madam Speaker, it is
my sad duty to announce to this body
the tragic death of Missouri’s Gov-
ernor, Mel Carnahan, who died along
with his son Randy and an advisor,
Chris Sifford, yesterday evening.

Needless to say, I am heartbroken
today. The sudden loss of a friend and
Missouri’s Governor, Mel Carnahan,
pales in comparison to the loss being
felt by his wife, Jean, and the rest of
the family. Our sympathy and prayers
go out to the families of both the
Carnahans and the Siffords.

Mel Carnahan was a public servant of
the best sort. He was devoted to his
family and he unselfishly gave his
same devotion to the people of Mis-
souri. All Missourians are fortunate
that someone of Mel Carnahan’s caliber
and stature dedicated his life and ca-
reer to making our State and our Na-
tion a better place.

Madam Speaker, Mel Carnahan was
my friend for many, many years, and I
can hardly measure right now how
much I will miss him. As a model of

friendship and service, however, he will
always be with us.

In an interview that was relayed on
the radio earlier today, I heard Gov-
ernor Carnahan say how proud he was
of all he had accomplished as an elect-
ed official, but that he felt he had more
to contribute. This kind of sentiment
is an inspiration to those of us in pub-
lic life today and those who will serve
in the future.

My wife, Suzie, joins me and I know
all Members of this body join me in ex-
pressing deep sympathy to Jean
Carnahan, to the Carnahan family, as
well as to the Sifford family.

———

CONGRESS SHOULD ACT TO RE-
DUCE GUN VIOLENCE IN AMER-
ICA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 19, 1999, the gentleman from Or-
egon (Mr. BLUMENAUER) is recognized
during morning hour debates for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Madam Speaker,
my goal in coming to Congress was to
help make the Federal Government a
better partner in making communities
more livable, our families safer,
healthier, and more economically se-
cure.

Clearly, safety from the threat of gun
violence is one critical element in a
livable community. Since I started my
public service career, over 1 million
Americans have lost their lives to gun
violence. That is more than all the
United States citizens who have lost
their lives in battle from the Civil War
through last week to the 17 who were
tragically killed in Yemen.

Part of the solution to this epidemic
of gun violence is to put a name to
those faces, to make them real. One of
those faces belongs to a woman named
Candice DuBoff Jones, who was a
bright, caring 26-year-old attorney who
happened to be a law school classmate
of mine in Portland, Oregon.

One morning at 10:30, she was having
a hearing on a domestic relations mat-
ter two floors below where I was work-
ing as a county commissioner. Shots
rang out. Candice was dead, along with
her assailant who was the husband of
the woman she was representing.

This impact had a dramatic ripple ef-
fect. It was not just the loss of Ms.
Jones’ life, but it was a loss for her
husband, it was a loss for her brother,
friends, and colleagues. Certainly, ev-
erybody in that courtroom was scarred
by that event.

Madam Speaker, it is hard for me to
share even today, not because we were
that close particularly. In fact, I knew
her brother much better, who was a
distinguished and respected faculty
member at our college, Professor Leon-
ard DuBoff. But what is hard for me,
besides the tragic loss of this woman,
was that we as a society, we as a gov-
ernment know we can take steps to re-
duce gun violence, and we do not.

Over the same period of time that we
lost those million gun deaths, we as a
society cut the rate of auto death in
this country in half. There was not any
single magic solution, but there was a
determination on the part of citizens
and government alike to take simple,
common sense steps to improve traffic
safety, auto design, and law enforce-
ment.

We can do the same thing to reduce
gun violence. Luckily, there are now
some States where citizens have taken
the matters in their own hands, like
my own State of Oregon where there is
a measure on the ballot in November
that will allow people to close the gun
show loophole. I am confident that vot-
ers will overwhelmingly, when given
this chance, vote affirmatively, as they
will in Colorado.

It is strange that at a time when
leaders in the Mideast are once again
taking risks for peace, in fact, putting
their own lives at risk by stepping for-
ward, I am sad that the Republican
House leadership will not stand up to
the gun lobby and take a small but im-
portant step for peace in this country
to reduce gun violence.

We have not had a meeting of the
conference committee on the juvenile
crime bill for the last 156 months. It was
last August that it met. It has a provi-
sion that would enable us to close the
gun show loophole that has already
passed the Senate.

This is just but one small step, but it
would send a signal that we in the
House of Representatives care enough
about saving lives of families in this
country to take modest political risks
to do the right thing.

There is still time yet in this session
of Congress to do that, to convene the
conference committee, to allow the
House of Representatives to vote on
closing the gun show loophole, to take
a small step to make our communities
more livable, our families safer,
healthier, and more economically se-
cure.
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